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w Unattained . 
By Ethel MacNish 


N that he won, he did a noble thing. 


To win through toil and danger is sublime. 
But this, that heard not Triumph's plaudits ring, 


Heard Heaven's ‘‘ Well done,’’ because he dared 


to climb. 
Toronto, Can. 
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wditorial 


A Sign 


of Wisdom know more. 


stock. 


It is the wise man who is always learning. 


lower intellects and _ those 


informed. 
5 4 


Having Faith 
as a Duty 


God, whom we cannot see, whiie everything that we 


can see looks discouraging. 


but it is a hard matter to rest in faith when sight 
Yet, 
if we cannot easily have faith, we need to have faith 


and sense give only cause for fear and doubt. 


with an effort. In time of darkness and peri 


‘« Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, 


And lean not upon thine own understanding : 


In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
And he shall direct thy paths.’’ 


If a man knows much, he wants to 
His appreciation of 
knowledge shows itself in his desire to add to his 
If he thinks he already has enough, he is 
readier to display his stores than to acquire more. 
Shal- 
scantily supplied 
prompter to show what they think they already 
know, than to be gainers from those who are better 


Faith is not a mere passive virtue ; 
it takes positive courage to trust in 


It is easy enough 
to have faith when there is no reason for doubting ; 


l, 


Discouragement A man is generally most conscious 


of Attainment of his failures in what he does best. 


The impulse to the best achievement is the vision of 
the ideal, and the real in ordinary human affairs 
always falls below that. It is not the feeble and the 
ineffectual in the art of doing good who most feel 
their imperfection, It is the man who has given his 
life and spent his strength who most feels himself to 
be an unprofitable servant. It is out of the heart of 
the true saint that the lamentations over spiritual 
failure and barrenness are most commonly heard, 
—he who has the vision of “the divine holiness, and 
therefore best realizes how far he comes short of that 
perfection which he hungers and thirsts after. There 
is encouragement here for the disheartened, and 
warning for the self-satisfied. 
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a If a man would answer a question 


Comprehending 
Another’s Ignorance 


as a teacher or as a preacher, he 
must first consider what his ques- 
tioner knows or thinks, rather than what he himself 
thinks or knows. It is all-important, to begin with, 
for him to put himself at his questioner’s standpoint. 
Until he is there understandingly, he cannot help 
Yet this truth is 
often lost sight of by those who would help their 
fellows, and who could do so if they would get down 
alongside of them for a starting-point. 


the inquirer upward or onward. 


A questioner 
may be very ignorant or very foolish, and the man 
questioned may know a great many things, and may 
in many things be very wise ; but that wise man can- 
not help that foolish one until he fully comprehends 
the other’s ignorance, and puts himself alongside of 
him whom he would help. It is not what you know, 
but what the other needs to know, and how you can 
help him to know it, that is your most important 
work as a teacher. Do not forget this. 


b 4 
Increasing Our best interests often lie in those 
by Sharing things which do not interest us. 


We are too lazy or too selfish to take the trouble to 
find out whether or not we ought to have an interest 
in them. 
tary who performs what seems to be his whole duty 


The superintendent or teacher or secre- 


to his own school does not see why a convention 
held hundreds of miles away has any claim on his 
attention. This is because he does not see how his 
highest interests are bound up in that convention. 
And why does he not see this? Has he tried very 
hard? Does he know that ‘taking an interest in 


things ’’ is largely a matter of will-power? Has he 
considered how the whole cause for which he labors 
depends, in a measure, upon his interest in every- 
thing that affects that cause? ‘The individual who 
would be the most spiritually serviceable ‘‘ must feel 
or perceive a common interest with other indi- 
viduals.’ The Sunday-school worker's work is es- 
sentially spiritual, and, says Dr. Harris, ‘ spiritual 
In fact, 
they do not exist except in and through participa- 


tion.’’ 


blessings always increase by being shared. 


He who desires to know what is done at the 
International Convention because of the spiritual 
forces which will be helped or hindered by it, he 





who hopes and prays heartily for it, has already 
helped the convention by a spiritual participation in 
it; he has interested himself in his highest in- 
terests; he has helped himself by sharing with 
others, and helped others by allowing them to share 
with him. 

“& & 


Doubts as to Historic Records 


E was a cynic who declared that history is the 
record of the world’s accepted falsehoods. 
Yet many facts with reference to history as a record, 
and history as shown in proven evidence, would seem 
to give color to this cynic’s captious assertion. The 
‘history ’’ of yesterday is at many points called in 
question to-day, and the ‘‘history’’ of former 
days is no longer accepted as wholly worthy of cre- 
dence in the light of more recent investigations. 
This, on the one hand, causes the cautious scholar 
to be on the alert for the detection of errors in the 
record, and for the correction of such errors as are 
disclosed in the process of time ; and, on the other 
hand, it gives the cautious and fair-minded scholar 
increasing confidence in the trustworthiness of the 
record as a whole, which has undergone, and is con- 
stantly subjected to, such searching and thorough 
criticism, with, comparatively, so few and so unim- 
portant corrections found necessary. 

There are those whose minds are sadly disturbed 
by the fact that from time to time a pet incident 
that has seemed a sure historic point in the later or 
earlier past is called in question as a verity, or is re- 
manded to the realm of myth orlegend ; but even such 
troubled souls have much to rest on as still unques- 
tioned truth. 
of iconoclastic criticism concerning time-honored 
It denied 
a place to George Washington and his hatchet, te 
John Smith and Pocahontas, to William Tell and his 
imperiled boy, and so way back to Romulus and 
Remus. 


A few years ago, there was a sweep 


incidents in history, ancient and modern. 


A good Massachusetts woman began to 
feel that everything she had counted firm as to the 
past was being swept from under her. ‘Oh, 
dear !’’ she exclaimed, ‘‘I do hope that they'll 

us Cain and Abel.’’ has been 
taken away, the critics have been trying to kill Cain, 
as he killed Abel. And now the question will come 
up, What is left to us in history as true and trust- 
worthy ? 


leave Since she 


We know that written testimony is not always to 
It has been shown that 
in some cases even the writings on the rocks in 


be depended on as correct. 


ancient Egypt is false ; as where the rulers of one 
dynasty have cut away the inscriptions on the monu- 
ments recording the doings of a former dynasty, and 
substituted for these a lying record of their own. 
Yet this by no means renders Egyptian records 
worthless. They must be scanned and sifted in or- 
With the 
passing years, historic human records are more and 
more found to be fallible, needing to be watched; 
yet, on the whole, they are invaluable as pointing to 


der to discern the true and the false. 


what has been and to what is. 
Within the past fifty years the records of Herodo- 


’” 


tus, who is called ‘‘ the Fathe: of History,’’ written 
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in the fifth century B.C., have been scrutinized more 
closely than ever before. ‘There was a time when 
his statements were classed with those of Sir John 
Mandeville, the rival of Baron Miinchausen, as 
mainly unworthy of credence. But fuller investiga- 
tion and the discoveries of modern research have 
verified the more important statements of Herodotus, 
and now he is looked upon as a marvel of accurate 
observation and of uprightness of intention, with an 
added rare power of graphic delineation of what he 
saw or learned. Because Herodotus is human he is 
fallible ; but, the more the world knows about those 
things of which Herodotus wrote, the more they 
value his records as a historian. Scholars of to-day 
value him more than did his contemporaries. And 
in the same line it may be said that, the more the 
world knows about history and its errors, the more 
the world values and gains from the records of his- 
tory. 

‘* Verify your quotations ’’ was formerly deemed 
the chief requirement in an endeavor to secure his- 
torical accuracy. ‘This was seen to be necessary in 
view of the fact that often one writer cites a quota- 
tion from another writer, and so on, man after man, 
year after year, when, in fact, there was never any 
Thus 
from classic 


basis of truth for the original ‘‘ quotation.’’ 
there was a series of ‘* quotations ’’ 
writers in support of the ‘‘ two wine ’’ theory that, 
under the name of a reputable writer and of a promi- 
nent publisher, went unchallenged for years until one 
careful scholar looked into the matter anew from the 
beginning, and he called a halt on the procession by 
offering a cash reward, which was never claimed, for 
the verifying of any one of those ‘‘ quotations ’’ from 
the classic authors cited as their writers. 

** Consider your authorities ’’ is quite as important 
counsel as that which says ‘‘ Verify your quotations.’’ 
You may find the quotation accurate as a quotation, 
but it makes a vast difference whether the statement 
is in the record of Herodotus or of Miinchausen. 
Many a godly writer or preacher, who would scom 
to use a lie deliberately in support of even a good 
cause, is led to aid in keeping a lie in circulation 
simply because he does not take the trouble to con- 
sider his authorities, as well as to verify his quota- 
A single illustration of the importance of this 
warning will perhaps be sufficient just here. 


tions. 


There is an ingeniously forged lie concerning the 
testimony of Thomas Jefferson and Daniel Webster 
as to the value of Sunday-schools to American inde- 
Its origin and history are interesting 
and instructive. When George Ticknor Curtis's 
‘* Life and Correspondence of Daniel Webster’’ 
first appeared, a young Pennsylvania lawyer spoke 
slightingly of the letters, saying that many of them 
were quite unworthy of preservation. Being chal- 
lenged to produce anything worthier, he laid a wager 
that he would write a letter in Webster’s name that 
should have a wider circulation and be longer pre- 
served than any of those in that volume. 


pendence, 


To win this wager, he addressed a letter in Web- 
ster's name to a Professor Pease of New York, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of a report of a certain 
Sunday-school association in New York City, and 
adding his testimony and that of Jefferson’s, as 
cited from a conversation at Monticello, to the value 
This letter was at once taken 
up as genuine, and began its rounds through the 
When the matter was inquired into, it 
was shown that there was no such person as the 


of Sunday-schools. 
country. 


alleged ‘‘ Professor Pease,’’ and no such association 
as the one named in New York; that Daniel Web- 
ster never visited Thomas Jefferson, and therefore 
could not have had the reported conversation with 
him. A statement to this effect was made by the 
family of Daniel Webster. 

In The Sunday School Times for March 23, 1878, 
these facts were brought out on the authority of the 
Editor, who had thoroughly investigated the subject. 
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But the story was deemed too good to be false, and 
it went unchecked on its way. It has appeared 
over and over again in different parts of this country 
and in other countries. It is now again on its course, 
and it is likely to show a vitality lacking to many an 
important truth. It shows that history has its fic- 
tions ; yet it does not show that history has no value, 
or that no history is worthy of credence. 
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Motes on Open Letters 


How to Raise 10W to raise money is the problem of 
Money for a Good problems with the average man or 
Cause woman in this world as things are. 
Whether the money is really nceded is not always, as it 
should be, considered as of prior and greatest impor- 
tance. If the money be simply wanted, that is gener- 
ally deemed sufficient to justify an effort to raise it An 
interested Sunday-school worker in Georgia thus re- 
echoes the old cry in behalf of his field of labor : 

I am looking for suggestions and plans telling me how to raise 
ten or fifteen thousand dollars with which to erect a new Sunday- 
school building. Can you afford me any assistance? Haven't 
you some printed matter on the subject, or anything that will serve 
the purpose mentioned above ? 

Why should a new Sunday-school building be erected ? 
Why should the amount desired be ten to fifteen thou- 
sand dollars, instead of five hundred or fifty thousand 
dollars? If a Sunday-school is already gathered of suffi- 
cient numbers to overflow its present quarters, and there 
is a desire on the part of its officers and teachers and 
other friends to secure more commodious and fitting 
accommodation, that is one thing. Then let those who 
recognize the need, and who count it as a divine call for 
their help, give of their substance and means to meet the 
call. If they have a bank account, let them draw on it. 
If they are in the receipt of daily, weekly, or monthly 
payments, let them devote a proper measure of their re- 
ceipts to God's cause as the payments come in. If they 
live literally from hand to mouth, let them give up one 
meal a day, or one day's expenses in seven, for a certain 
time, or go without a new garment for another season, or 
in some such way raise what they can for the work of 
Christ among his dear ones. There is no honest and 
proper way of raising money for a good cause that is to 
be compared with personal self-denial and earnest effort 
on the part of all those who are helpers in God's kingdom, 
knowing its needs, and being privileged to aid in sup- 
plying them. No Sunday-school! building would be worth 
as much to a school if it were paid for without self-denial 
on the part of its membership, as if it cost them some- 
thing that they had to feel as they gave it. 


<= 


A prominent and popular theory of 
the state and future of the ancient 
people of God is based on a supposed 
difference between the terms ‘‘ Jews'’ and ‘: Israelites’’ 
in both the Old Testament and the New. Many vol- 
umes have been written on the subject ; special periodi- 
cals are devoted to its advocacy ; sincere and earnest 


Jews and Israelites : 
Are they the 
Same ? 


men are confident that it is the key to great mysteries. 
The «* Jews,’’ as a nation and as a people, are supposed 
to be cut off from the promises by their rejection of the 
Messiah ; while the “ Israelites "’ are said to be hidden 
from the world's view until the time for their final in- 
The ‘* Lost Ten Tribes’’ are said to 
be somewhere still in existence, perhaps as ‘‘ Anglo- 
Israel,’’ and this stock will ultimately inherit the prom- 
ises. One difficulty with this theory is that there never 
was such a body as the ‘‘ Lost Ten Tribes,’’ and that 
the Bible recognizes no such clear line as is claimed by 
the advocates of this theory between ‘‘ Jews’ 
raelites."’ 


gathering comes. 


and * Is- 
It is perhaps too much to suppose that those 
who are already wedded to this theory will be convinced 
by merely pointing to that which renders it untenable ; 
yet those who are still simply inquirers will perhaps give 
the insuperable objections due weight. An intelligent 
writer from California refers to his view of the casé in 
this way : 

I notice that 
* Other sheep I have 


In comment on the lesson of *' The Good Shepherd, 
Dr. Riddle explains Christ's statement, 


which are not of this fold,"’ as ‘‘ an evident reference to the Gen- 
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tiles."” In view of Christ's answer (Matt. 15 : 24), ‘1 am not sent 
but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel’ (the Jews or Judah 
not being lost, but known everywhere ‘* by the show of their coun- 
tenance *’), and in view of the very frequent reference in the Old 
Testament to Israel, and Israe] only of all the nations, and the 
promise to bring them again and feed them in a fat pasture, un- 
der one shepherd, *‘ even my servant David "’ (Ezek. 34 : 14-23), 
I would like to have you reconcile the Scripture with the com- 
monly received opinion as expressed by Professor Dr. Riddle. 
Many minds are puzzled over this question. Dr. Wayland Hoyt 
says, ‘‘If we are in this fold or that, if Christ is our shepherd, we 
are members of his own flock.'' Ali very true, but that does not 
solve the difficulty. Israel was never to lose her nationality as 
long as the sun and moon should endure (Jer. 31 : 36). Judah 
lost her nationality under the denunciation of Christ (Matt. 21 : 
43). Is it a fair deduction that Israel is still a nation unknown to 
the world by that name, and the one to which Christ referred as 
“other sheep I have. . . not of this fold"' ? 


The term ‘‘nation,'’ as the Bible uses it, is not 
strictly applicable to either Jews or Israelites. Those 
within the Abrahamic covenant are a ‘‘ people’’ as dis- 
tinct from a ‘* nation."’ 


” 


‘* Heathen,’’ and « Gentiles,"’ 
and ‘‘nations,’’ refer to outsiders. Those who would 
search the Bible for its specific promises must bear this 
general truth in mind. 
‘« Tsraelites,’’ 


As to the terms ‘‘ Hebrews,’’ 
and ‘ Jews,’’ they are, in the later Bible 
writings, used interchangeably. The idea that the term 
‘Israel *’ includes the ‘* Ten Tribes,’’ and that the term 
‘‘Jews'’ includes the ‘* Two Tribes,’’ or Judah and 
Benjamin, cannot be reconciled with the teachings in 
the New Testament. Paul certainly knew something of 
what he was talking about. He was a Jew, of the king- 
dom of Judah, of the tribe of Benjamin. Yet he calls 
himself an Israelite, as a Jew(Rom. 11:1). He speaks 
of the advantage of being a Jew (Rom. 3:1, 4). He 
claims that in being a Jew, or an Israelite, or a Gentile, 
one is not sure of salvation or of reprobation (Rom. g : 
6; 10: 12, 13), but that only in the individual's relation 
to God and his grace is there hope for any. Peter ad- 
dressed the Jews at the temple in the Day of Pentecost 
after the resurrection as ‘‘ Ye men of Israel." The idea 
that there is any ‘‘nation’’ of Israel still extant, and 
that the covenant with the tribe to which David and his 
descendants belong gives no share in the blessings of 
Christ's kingdom, is too clearly at variance with New 
Testament teachings to be a cause of serious thought to 
a Bible student. 
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From Contributors 


What Modern Christianity has Done 
for Science 


By Professor Dr. Otto Zéckler 


Editor's Note.—Dr. Otto Zéckler is one of the most distin- 
guished among the orthodox Lutheran divines of Germany. He 
studied at Giessen, Erlangen, and Berlin, and in 1857 began his 
career as a University teacher, and after five years was made Pro- 
fessor Extraordinary of Theology, and three years iater received 
the theological doctorate. In 1866 he was called to Greifswald as 
full Professor of Theology, and for over thirty years has taught 
in that northern seat of learning. His literary labors have taken 
two directions. He has occupied himself, more than any other 
theologian of the same eminence, with the relations of religion 
to science, publishing, in 1877-79, a very full history of these, in 
1879 a treatise on the status of primitive man, and in 1881 a col- 
lection of biegraphies of Christian men of science. Next to this 
his interest has been centered on the part played by asceticism 
and monasticism in church history. Besides a critica! history 
of asceticism (1863), he has published biographies of Jerome (1865) 
and Evagrius Ponticus (1893), and an elaborate treatise on asceti- 
cism and monasticism (1897). Besides editing the ‘' Beweis des 
Gilaubens *’ since 1865, he planned and contributed largely to a 
handbook of the theological sciences, of which the third edition 
in four large Volumes appeared in 1888-go, and a fourth is appear- 
ing. Since 1886, in co-operation with Professor H. L. Strack of 
Berlin, he has been editing a condensed commentary on the Old 
and New Testaments, to which he has contributed largely In 
The Sunday School Times of September 17, 1898, Professor Zickler 
presented a masterly articJe entitled ‘‘ Religion and Science as 
Yoke-Feliows."" He now makss still clearer the debt that science 
owes to modern Christianity. 


HY is it that the vast development of the knowl- 

edge of nature which mankind at present enjoys 

could not originate on the ground occupied by any of 

the non-Christian religions? And also, Why did it not 

originate earlier within Christendom, but only recently, 
after that has stood for almost two thousand years ? 

1. What is the reason of the incapacity of the non- 
Christian religions to produce a genuine knowledge of 
nature, and thus an efficient control of the natural forces ? 
We imay say in general that it is because of their dispo- 
sition to deify the powers of nature, leading to a confu- 
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sion of the provinces of the divine and the natural, as 
well as to a resultant disturbance of the human intelli- 
gence with superstitious ideas. To this fate of falling 
into superstitions which deify nature, and which at once 
blind men’s minds as to the facts of nature and lame 
their energies as regards controlling them, not only the 
more savage of the heathen peoples have succumbed. 
Those also whom we find in possession of forms of 
belief which rank higher intellectually, and who through 
them have risen to a more or less elevated level of civili- 
zation, whether in ancient or in modern times, in so far 
as they are remote from the influences of Christian cul- 
ture, have shown themselves not only incapable of attain- 
ing a purer and higher knowledge of nature, but have 
actually opposed every effort to attain to it. 

This applies especially to the religion and the civiliza- 
tion of polytheism. None of the civilized peoples of the 
ancient world, who adhered to the worship of a plurality 
of gods, neither the Chinese, nor the Hindoos, nor the 
Babylonians, nor the Egyptians, nor the Greeks and 
Romans, have escaped this fate of having any free re- 
search among the facts of natural science made impossi- 
ble to them through the superstitious prejudices and 
usages of their national religion, and of thus becoming 
forces obstructive to scientific and civilizing progress. 

The Chinese, a naturally gifted people, made during 
the earliest period of their history a good start toward 
observing and investigating the phenomena of the heav- 
ens. As early as the second century before our era 
they had mastered a not inconsiderable amount of astro- 
nomic knowledge. But the animistic 
blended with their national religion soon put an obstacle 
to the farther progress of their scholars in this direction. 
In the place of astronomic knowledge there gradually 
crept in the jugglery and childish usages of astro- 
logical superstition ; and the intellectual stagnation thus 
brought about proved the more incapable of remedy 
as their scholars, and under their influence all classes 
of the people, held firmly to the notion that they were 
: the only civilized nation, in contrast to ‘‘the world of 
outside barbarians."’ 


superstitions 


+ The religious superstitions of the Brahmans worked in 
the same way on the development of the people of 
India, by setting up barriers to progress, stupefying the 
mind, and producing stagnation. Instead of astro- 
logical delusions, here the fantastic belief in the mi- 
gration of the soul, together with the dietetic injunctions 
out of it, gradually choked 
intellectual life, and thrust 
the world of thought into unworthy fetters. 


and ceremonies yhich grew 
any freer movement of the 


; Among the Babylonians, the oldest civilized nation of 
Western Asia, it was the superstition of the soothsayers 
and the magicians, with the co-operation of a powerful 
priestly caste, which bemastered the mind of the people, 

* and rendered impossible the free unfolding of their talents " 

7 and powers of mind. 

- Quite similarly among the Egyptians a highly irra- 

. tional symbolic animal worship darkened the intellectual 

t horizon by its.absurd mysteries, and destroyed the very 

n { capacity for sound scientific effort. 

A Somewhat more favorable conditions for a successful 

n study of nature seem to have existed among the classical 

je peoples of antiquity. Here also, however, there lin- 

. gered what must exert a hindering and obscuring influ- 

y ence, and finally obtained the preponderance. A part 

) of Greece's highly gifted thinkers accomplished what 

. was comparatively important in the investigation of 

a nature's relations. This, indeed, came, not through the 

3 far too fanciful Pythagoras, but rather through the phi- 

+f losophers who had been roused by the more inductive 

a methods adopted by Socrates. From the school of 

> Aristotle, the most variously learned of them, went forth 

's such men as Aristarchos of Samos, the greatest astrono- 

€ mer of antiquity ; Theophrastos, the most learned of its 
botanists ; and Galen, the most brilliant of its physicians. 

l- But in the polytheistic religion of the Hellenic nation 

Ss there lay an insuperable hindrance to these scientific 

of efforts attaining entire freedom of action and clearness of 

ot knowledge. That spirit of religious intolerance to which 

A Socrates fell a victim, and which drove Anaxagoras, Aris- 
totle, and others, to flight, gradually mastered the whole 

1- range of such efforts, and achieved a narrowing of the 

of itellectual scope in the noblest and most gifted men of 


yf science. Several of the philosophic systems, which 






O- aitainecd most respect and influence in the times after 
Ue Socrates, —as, first; stoicism, and then, in a still higher 





degree, neo-pythagorism and neo-platonism, —adopted 
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elements of queer nature symbolism and animistic 
superstition in abundance. 

When the Roman people, under the stimulating in- 
fluence of the Greeks, began to take their share in sci- 
entific and philosophic labors, the process of disturbance 
and decay I have indicated had gone too far for the 
Roman mind to escape being caught by it. Besides, 
through the illiberal spirit of their public religion, and 
through influences received from Etruria,—the home of 
the superstitions of auguries and haruspices, —Rome was 
in an especial degree predisposed to soothsaying, magic, 
and all that belongs to them. And the extension of the 
Roman power to a world empire, while it opened still 
larger fields to scientific research, also increased the 
danger from the Oriental side, which threatened the 
freer and purer development of the Greek and Roman 
mind. Finally that mind became completely subjected 
to the disturbing and corrupting influences of Eastern 
superstition. A view of God and of the world which 
abounded in magic arts, along with astrological super- 
stitions and with gloomy belief in demons, rendered 
any pressing into the mysteries of the world of nature by 
the study of its facts an impossibility. It was this very 
Greco-Roman religiosity, debased by the intrusion of 
elements foreign to both peoples, with which Chris- 
tianity in its youth had to wage its battle for life or 
death during the period of the pagan empire. 

Since, therefore, in the series of polytheistic religions 
we everywhere encounter nothing but unfavorable con- 
ditions, and frequently influences directly hostile to sci- 
entific research, it possible that more favorable 
influences may be expected from the religious forms of 
monotheism. jut even monotheism, outside of Chris- 
tendom and apart from it, can offer but a limited assist- 
ance to the promotion of scientific study. 


is 


Judaism, indeed, in its earlier state of development, 
as the representative of the Old Testament revelation of 
God and the historic foundation of Christianity, offered 
some important preliminary conditions for a conception 
of the forces of nature at once healthy and free from the 
disturbance of errors. Its spiritual conception of God 
and its belief in the creation of all things by his power, 
and as the expression of his goodness, are among the 
most indispensable premises of such a purer view of 
nature Since the very first chapter of his revelation of 
himself (Gen. 1: I ef seg.) announces a conception 
of nature which strips it of divinity, since even here the 
wholly starry host are described as created (Gen. 1 
14-16), and thereby, as by the many-voiced testimony of 
the prophets and psalmists, every sort of deification of 
the creature is antagonized most distinctly, the way is 
thus prepared at once for the religion of the New Testa- 
ment, and for that knowledge and mastery of nature 
which have grown up under its protection. ° 

But the monotheism of post-biblical Judaism, which 
shows a one-sided persistence in this Old Testament 
stage, has accomplished little or nothing for disclosing 
the life of nature by inductive research, and for the tech- 
nical-practical utilization of the forces of nature. Ursider 
the influence of a spiritless rabbinism, its worship and 
its congregational life have stiffened into a dead formal- 
ism. A reign of tradition, just like that which in China, 
in India, and in Egypt, grew up on the domain of poly- 
theistic heathenism, has mastered the whole people gath- 
ered around a strict monotheistic belief; and the same 
phenomena of science-hating obscurantism and mind- 
slaying superstition are the result here as there. 

Essentially, the same is true of Muhammadanism, the 
other chief representative of strict monotheism among 
the non-Christian religions. In its case, the remains of 
the early heathenism of Arabia, which its founder incor- 
porated into his religious system, and thee tyrannical 
military despotism of its rulers, have co-operated to 
beget a barbaric half-civilization, which shuts itself 
against all non-Moslem culture with a fanatical passion- 
ateness, and thus, in spite of transient efforts to cultivate 
some single domain of knowledge, renders irremediable 
that condition of barbarism and mental impotence which 
prevails among Moslem peoples. 

2. Why is it, then, since the whole body of non- 
Christian religions has shown itself incompetent to 
bring forth genuine fruits of scientific labor directed to 
the research of nature, that Christendom has evinced its 
superiority and its lofty vocation in this domain within 
only the last three or four centuries ? 
far to seek. 


The answer is not 
It can only be that it is because Christian- 
ity did not earlier manifest its true character, but for 
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many centuries kept its light under a bushel instead of 
letting it shine clearly upon all lands. 

Reformation, and 
the Middle Ages, 
the Christian Church was denying its own character, and 


During the entire period before the 
especially during the centuries we call 


was living after models partly heathen, partly Jewish. 
As the church of the papacy and as the church of tradi- 
tion stiffened 
had taken Judaism, 


into an unwholesome scholasticism, she 
with its rule of the priests and 
And in her unrestrained cult of 
revived mother of the 
—of the saints, of images, and of relics, she re- 


produced the polytheism of heathenism. 


scribes, as her model. 
the Madonna—as a ‘* great 
gods "' 
No wonder, 
therefore, that these appropriations from Judaism and 
from heathenism again made their way, and that the 
very circumstances through which the advance of science 
had been hindered repressed among the peoples 
before or outside Christendom, produced the same effect 
within nations which possessed a Christian-civilization., 
It was, especially, certain impressions from the sphere 
of antique philosophy,—namely, an Aristotelianism, 
dressed up as Christian, in the domain of cosmology, 


or 


along with a series of mystic superstitious notions of 
Platonic and Pythagorean origin, —which filled the intel- 
lect of medieval Christendom with chimeras, di- 
scientific effort into wrong channels. The 
scholasticism of the Church interposed for the defense of 
these views and speculations of heathenish Greek origin, 
because they served to support important portions of its 
system of doctrine or to uphold its interests. 

And many of these notions, especially the Aristotelic- 
Ptolemaic conception of the universe as an artificial com- 
bination of concentric spheres of crystal, with the earth as 
an immovable central point (geocentrism), were taken over 
at the Reformation into the doctrinal system of even the 
Protestant churches. The scientific opposition to these 
Greek impressions, which took its rise at that very time, 


and 
verted 


was able to achieve its victory over them only very 
slowly, because its natural allies, the champions of 
Protestantism, refused their co-operation. Copernicus, 
Kepler, Galilei, Newton,—they all encountered mani- 
fold opposition in their battle for the cause of scientific 
truth 


from the ecclesiastical authorities, not only of 


And 
yet it was by no means a Christianity evangelically puri- 


Catholicism, but also of the Protestant churches. 


fied and restored to its primitive condition which pre- 
sented this hindrance, but a piece of ecclesiastical tradi- 
tion, disfigured and adulterated according to heathenish 
manner, and traceable to the Aristotelianism of the scho- 
lastics. The conflict was only in: appearance between 
science and evangelical faith. In reality, the enemy of 
scientific truth in the intellectual life of modern times is 
still nothing else than that dogmatic natural philosophy 
of Greek origin which Western civilization for a century 
past has rejected, but which still, in part, dominates the 
thinking of the Oriental churches. 

In giving an exhaustive answer as to the reason of the 
slow and late attainment of its victory by scientific truth 
in Christendom, still other elements would have to be 
The 
most important, however, that concerns the case, is that 
which I have stated. 


taken into account besides those I have presented. 


Christianity, as the religion of the 
Son of God, who ‘‘ makes free indeed "' (John 8 : 36), is also 
the religion of him who promised to his disciples, ‘‘ Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
free'’ (John 8 : 32). 
avoided showing forth its real character as the religion of 


true freedom, —that is, of freedom in Christ, 


make you 


So long as this religion of ours 


—it failed of 
accomplishing its chief purpose,—namely, to bring its 
confessors to a right knowledge of the truth. In that 
degree in which its effect in extirpating sin, elevating 
and purifying morals, and liberating the mind, is strongly 


manifest, hindrances 


and overcomes the completely 
which stand in its way, will become more visible the 
harmony and co-operation of Christianity with the science 
which investigates the secrets of the universe, and which 
organizes the forces of nature for the service of the king- 
dom of God. 

The future belongs to the Protestant form of Chris- 
tianity, since it alone truly recognizes the character of 
our Lord's religion as that of truth and freedom, in the 
sense of John 8 : 32-36, and seeks to realize this seriously, 
The Catholic churches can contribute to solving prob- 
lems in this direction in the degree in which they purpose 
to learn from the Protestant churches, and more and more 
to shape their Christianity in agreement with theirs, 


University of Greifswald, Germany. 
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How to Get the Most out of the 
International Convention 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 
General Secretary of the New Jersey Sunday-School Association 


HE first thing for any Sunday-school worker to do, 
as respects the coming International Convention, 
is to resolve to get out of it all that it has to give. Those 
who help the most will naturally get the most, in this as 
in every relation, The best way to get help, of course, 
is to attend as a duly appointed delegate. The next 
best is to come as an alternate or visitor. If you can- 
not do either of these things, you can put by fifty cents, 
or whatever the price is to be, for a copy of the verbatim 
report of proceedings, which will doubtless be on sale 
in a few months, and meantime follow the reports in 
this paper and elsewhere. 

Whether a delegate or a stay-at-home, the convention 
needs your prayers. Great plans have been laid, but a 
great blessing from God must make them fruitful. While 
stress is properly laid upon better methods, what we all 
really need is higher power, such as the Spirit only can 
bestow. So pray for the success of the convention. 
Pray for Mr. Jacobs, on whom the burden of arrange- 
ments must chiefly fall. 
mittee. 


Pray for the Executive Com- 
Pray for the Lesson Committee. Pray for all 
And do not 
forget the hard-working local committees and the hun- 


the speakers and leaders on the program. 


dreds of homes that are preparing to give each delegate 
a prophets welcome. 

If you are a delegate, by all means come with a party. 
and ‘‘ Catalo- 
that a world’s convention at London is chiefly 


It is no secret among the ‘‘ Bothnians"’ 
nians"’ 
valuable as furnishing the occasion for a party of Sunday- 
school people to journey together on what has been 
called ‘‘a convention three thousand miles long."’ A 
Sunday-school train is hardly equal, perhaps, to a Sun- 
day-school ship, but it will furnish opportunities for ac- 
quaintance and conference not to be despised. . 

Learn all you can before you arrive. 
power. If you expect to receive light at the convention 
on any point in Sunday-school work, familiarize yourself 
as far as you can with what has been said on that point 
already. 


Knowledge is 


Go over your own experiences, refresh your 
memory, consult, correspond, and thus prepare yourself 
to be an intelligent and attentive auditor. 

Do not, however, let your zeal for some special topic 
or department of work run away with your interest in the 
The health 
means progress for your cause. 


convention as a whole. of the convention 
The primary delegate 
who skips the business sessions because she only came 
to hear the primary speakers does not realize that out of 
the business sessions of previous conventions came the 
impulse to better organization that resulted in the crea- 
tion of the official positions which some of these same 
primary speakers now hold, and that the hearing of re- 
ports, and the determination of business questions, and 
the raising of pledges, and the electing of officers, are all 
parts of that campaign for better teaching of which the 
delegate herself is, let us hope, one of the fruits. 

Others, indeed, besides our supposed primary teacher, 
will come to get help for the work in their own little 
field, and will fail to realize that their own litde field, 
and every other little field on this continent, will suffer 
unless they join with their fellow-delegates in an earnest 
and determined effort to make this convention the suc- 
cess that 1 believe God means it to be. The convention 
has work to do, and it can be no stronger or wiser or 
more representative than the combined strength and wis- 
dem and representative power of its delegates make it. 

If our delegate, then, would be a factor in the work, 
let him first learn just what the work is, how it has been 
conducted in past years, and in what condition it is at 
the present time. The report of the last International 
Convention (Boston, 1896) should be carefully studied, 
especially the reports of the Executive and Lesson Commit- 
tees, and action thereon. (It may be had for fifty cents 
from the publisher, Mr. W. B. Jacobs, 132 La Salle Street, 
Chicago.) The delegate should also know what his own 
state or province has done in its own field, and how far 
and how promptly its financial agreement with the In- 
ternational Convention has been met. And, if he trav- 
els on one of the Sunday-school trains aforesaid, he 
should seize the opportunity for consultation with his 
state secretary or other adviser as to the present aspect of 
the International field Work, and the questions likely to 
arise in connection therewith. 
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The only place where there is need or room for con- 
sultation as to the choice of men—politics, if you will— 
Ac- 
cording to unbroken custom, the convention elects its 


is in the selection of the nominating committee. 


officers and committees for the next three years upon the 
nomination of a temporary committee consisting of one 
member from each state, territorial, and provincial dele- 
gation. At the first morning session a brief recess is 
taken to allow the delegates, who are seated together, to 
caucus ; and then the roll of states is called, and the 
spokesman of each delegation names the one chosen to 
represent that state, territory, or province upon the com- 
mittee. This committee, on assembling, finds itself face 
to face with many serious and delicate problems, calling 
for a wide knowledge of the work, and more or less firm- 
ness of character. Each member, moreover, is sup- 
posed to be familiar with the organized work in his own 
state or province, and able to voice the wishes of his ‘or- 
ganization, especially in the choice of the International 
Executive Committee. Every delegate, therefore, should 
claim and wisely use his share in the selection of the 
nominating committee. 

The most difficult question likely to come before the 
convention is the old issue of the temperance lesson re- 
striction. As commonly understood, this issue is, Shall 
the Lesson Committee be released from the (supposed) 
instruction to furnish four temperaace lessons a year ? 
A careful study of the minutes of the Pittsburg Conven- 
tion of 1890, in the light of my own recollection of the 
scene, fails to reveal any such instruction. 
Miss Willard 
compromise between the four-lesson-a-year people and 


The vote 
which moved to make unanimous was a 
those who would leave the committee free to find tem- 
perance lessons as they came in the regular course cf 
Bible exposition, and was to the effect that the temper- 
ance lesson selections for 1892 be approved, with the 
understanding that future selections were to be like them. 
But there are only three temperance lessons in the list 
of 1892. However this may be, the committee seems to 
have considered itself bound to find or put a temperance 
lesson in each quarter ; and from this restriction upon 
the freedom of its choices Dr. Warren Randolph, at 
Boston (in a speech that has been omitted from the re- 
port), earnestly pled that the committee should be left 
free. Notwithstanding, the restriction was continued. 
The matter will almost certainly come up again, and 
every delegate should be prepared to hear the argu- 
ments, and vote independently and intelligently on the 
question. 

And so, having faithfully discharged your duty as a 
delegate in these and other points, you are free to enjoy 
and profit by the eloquent speeches, the uplifting Bible- 
readings, the enthusiastic children's meetings, and the 
hearty Southern welcome that our kind hosts are pre- 
paring. Bat in the pleasure and excitement of the busy? 
happy days, please remember that you are elected on a 
basis of four for every one hundred and fifty thousand 
of population, and that some of those 37,499 people 
whom you represent hope you will make good use of 
your note-book, and do something, when you return, to 
spread abroad the message which the Lord gave you at 
the feast. 


Trenton, N. J. 
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Strength and Tears 
By Henry A. Nelson, D.D. 


IXTY years ago or more a surgeon of great eminence 
was living in Central New York, named Delamater. 
One of his pupils at that time was my neighbor and 
friend about twenty years ago, after he himself had been 
a useful physician many years. Dr. Delamater’s emi- 
nence in his profession was such that sometimes he was 
called to considerable distances to give counsel and to 
perform difficult surgical operations. In one such in- 
stance his pupil (my friend, Dr. Dayton) accompanied 
him, and witnessed what he afterwards related to me as 
follows. 

The patient was a young woman suffering from a dis- 
eased condition of the lower jaw, from the fatal result of 
which Dr. Delamater judged that an extremely difficult 
The 
flesh of the chin must be carefully separated from the 


and painful operation might possibly save her. 


bone béneath it, and a considerable section of that bone 


removed. If this could be successfully done, and her 


ra gal . 
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system had sufficient vigor, a cartilage might be formed 
which would fill the cavity thus made in the bone, and 
restore the chin to its proper form. The parents having 
been thus informed by the surgeon, left the daughter to 
decide whether she would submit to the operation. The 
surgeon clearly stated and explained the case to her, 
making no concealment of the unavoidable pain [this 
was before the days of anesthetics}, nor of the uncer- 
fainty of the result, between which and the certainty of 
a fatal alternative she must choose. His own clear ap- 
prehension and tender sympathy made the tears flow 
down his strong face as he spoke. The patient desired 
him to proceed with the operation, which he did with 
complete success, and then left her to the care of the 
local physician, and returned to his own home. Months 
afterwards, one who witnessed the operation, having oc- 
casion to be near the home of the patient, called to see 
her, and found her in good health, Remembering the 
affecting scene at the time of the surgical operation, the 
visitor asked, ‘‘ How could you possibly make the de- 
cision you did, when you saw the surgeon himself weep- 
ing as he told you what you must undergo?’’ She 
replied : ‘* That was exactly what enabled me. Those 
tears assured me that the doctor was as tender as he was 
strong and wise. I could trust such a man.,”’ 

Studying the recent Sunday-school lesson, the words 
‘‘Jesus wept’’ brought to my recollection that story of 
Dr. Delamater, and made me feel as his patient felt, — 
to such tenderness suffusing such strength I can fully 
trust myself. 

Wooster, Ohio. 
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For Children at Home 


A Live Doll Show 
By Marguerite 


WONDER if The Sunday School Times children ever 
saw a live dell show? I saw such an exhibition ldst 
winter, —fourteen live dolls, and a nurse all dressed up 
with white apron and cap. 
_ At least, she called them dolls, and they behaved very 
like dolls, moving only at her touch. They had evi- 
dently been taught that ‘‘ children should be seen, and 
not heard.’’ All but the ‘‘ squeaking’’ doll and the 
‘*proverb grandma,*’ which will be described in their 
turn. 

The exhibition was gotten up by a girls’ club that was 
The C. W. B. M. 
ladies were giving a social, and one room had been con- 
verted into a nursery for the dolls. 


organized for ‘‘ sweet charity's’ sake. 
They charged five 
cents’ admission, and they intended to spend the money 
in making somebody happier at Christmas. 

The most of the dolis were jointed, and when the 
nurse pressed a spring in the back of their necks, they 
would bob their heads in a little curtsy. 

A lady standing by me said that she thought people 
made curtsies with their bodies. 

‘Oh! but dolls do not, you know," 
nurse. 

And, sure enough, they don't. 

The biggest doll of all was a rag baby, which was 
thrown carelessly in a rocking-chair. She behaved 
beautifully, though every one who passed her took hold 
of her head to see if she.was jointed, and they would 
ask if she was filled with sawdust. She never once 
smiled, till a little boy, in passing out, said, ‘‘Good 
night, Miss Rag.’’ All the dolls laughed at that. 

But they all did splendidly, and I know the nurse was 
proud of them. 

There were three paper-dolls-—Tina, Tess, and Tot— 
dressed in plaited wall-paper dresses and quaint paper 
hats. 
wore a dark dress and a white apron. 


answered the 


The little Esquimaux, when wound up, would stump 
across the floor ; then the nurse would turn her round, 
wind her up again, and she would trot back. 
dressed in white furry-looking stuff. 

The young-lady doll wore her big sister's dress, and 
looked quite stylish. 


She was 


The Scotch lassie was equipped for sport, dressed in 
plaid, with her skates slung ever her shoulder. 
A man offered the nurse ten cents for the ‘‘ squeak- 





Their arms only were jointed. The china doll’ 
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ing’’ doll. When pressed in the chest, she would say, 
«Papa"’ or ‘‘ Mama”’ in a squeaky voice, very like a 
doll, Poor thing! Every one wanted to hear her ‘‘ say 
it over and over again.’’ She, the nurse said, was a 
present from Mrs. McKinley, and her name was Ada 
Rehan. 

‘* Pocahontas *’ was like a veritable Indian, with her 
red (candy-painted) cheeks and long, straight black hair. 
She sat on the floor beside a Japanese lady, who wore a 
gay flowered dress, and carried a Japanese umbrella, 

A sweet-faced nun, ‘‘ Sister Marguerite,’’ stood guard 
by a high-chair in which sat a curly-haired baby doll 

The ‘‘ baby ’’ was jointed, and could make her little 
curtsy like the others. They were all remarkably 
polite .dolls, owing, perhaps, to the presence of the 
«proverb grandma.'’ When wound up, she would jerk 
out, in slow succession, these three proverbs : ‘‘ Penny— 
wise, —pound-—foolish ;'’ ‘‘Spare-rod, -spoil—child ;"’ and 
«« All’ s—well—’t ends—well."’ 

The ‘‘ proverb grandma" is the minister's daughter, 
and when the nurse, in describing her, said she was very 
energetic, her papa said, ‘‘ What's that you say? Ac- 
tive, is she ?’’ then everybody laughed. 

Quite a jolly lot of dolls they were, who were trans- 
formed in a trice into fourteen hungry girls as they were 
invited to the dining-room. 

Their tongues were soon loosened, and in a few min- 
utes they went home, happy that they had given others 
pleasure. 


Plattsburg, Mo. 
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For the Superintendent 


How to Test Progress in the 
Sunday-School 


By Charles D. Meigs 
Superintendent of the Indiana Sunday-School Association 


ee OSE, you black nigga, what for you cross yo’ 
galluses in front? Half de time I don't know 
ef you's comin’ er gwyn’.’’ 

A good many Sunday-schools are lik@® Mose ; it is 
hard to tell whether they are ‘‘ comin’ or gwyn.’’ And 
it is hard to find out, too. Ask the superintendent, and 
he cannot tell; ask the pastor, and he cannot tell. 
Probably both will claim to have ‘‘a good working 
school,'’ but ask for the proofs, and you have stumped 
them. 

Some people mistake motion for progress, and it is a 
big mistake to make in regard to a Sunday-school. 

That there is such a thing as motion without progress 
can easily be demonstrated. Take a top and spin it. 
It starts out ‘‘humming"’ at first, but directly it drops 
into a little ‘‘ rut," and then the to‘: goes to sleep,"’ 
as the boys say, and now watch it : 

Round and round, and round and round, 

In the same old rut it’s always found ; 

Motion, motion, and commotion, 

But never a bit of locomotion, 

Or promotion, or emotion, 

And not any too much devotion ! 
Ever see a Sunday-school like that? Ever have a 
Sunday-school like that? If so, you might claim to 
have a top Sunday-school, but not a ‘‘ tip-top’’ one. 
There is another kind of a Sunday-school that is quite 


common. Let me describe it : 


1. Its superintendent is always there. 


2. Its pastor is often there. 

3. Its teachers are generally there. 

4. Its church officers are seldom there. 

5. Its church-members are—somewhere ? 

6. Its pupils are—well, 66 per cent are always there, 


and 34 per cent are always not there, 
7. It only half believes that the Bible is inspired. 
8. The study of the lesson is not required. 
g. The teachers’ -meeting is not desired. 
10. The Home Department is not admired. 
11. The library has been retired. 
12. The blackboard has been ‘‘ fired,’’ and 
13. The house-to-house canvass makes them all ‘‘ tired '’ 
—before it's done ! 
Ever see a Sunday-school like that? Ever have a 
Sunday-school ‘like that? If so, will you be kind 
enough to tell whether it is ‘‘ comin’ or gwyn’''? 
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If you want to ‘‘ test progress "’ in these two schools, 
you must first get out your microscope, and find the 
progress before you can apply the test. Better get a 
right good one too, because (as the boy said) ‘‘ a micro- 
scope is a thing to see things with that you can’t see."’ 

‘Well, there is one good thing about that school, — 
its superintendent is always there."’ 

Yes, it sounds well, but don’t bank on it too strong. 
There is such a thing as allowing fidelity in little things 
to restrain and destroy-ability for larger things. A su- 
perintendent ought to miss a few Sundays from his 
‘*post of duty’’ every year, in order to visit other 
schools, and to attend conventions and institutes, where 
he can get new ideas and new methods to introduce into 
his own school. If he allows himself to be ‘tied to a 
post’’ fifty-two Sundays in the year, even if it is called 
a ‘* post of duty,’ his school may lose more than it gains 
by his mistaken fidelity. He is ‘‘ posted.’’ Oh, yes! 
fifty-two times posted, but ask him a few questions about 
Home Department, normal classes, graded schools, De- 
cision Day, Rally Day, Cradle Rol!, and other up-to- 
date methods, and it may just leak out that, for all he's 
‘« posted "’ so well, he doesn’t know much! How can 
a woman know what a front-line up-to-date bonnet is if 
she never sees any bonnet but her own ? 

Moral : If you are ‘‘tied to apost,’’ break the halter, 
jump the fence, go off and learn something, and go back 
to your post with a new idea in your head. 

There may be many tests of progress in a Sunday- 
school. Let me group them under three different gen- 
cral heads, and then subdivide. 

Let me call them : 

1. The mental test. 

2. The physical test. 

3. The spiritual test. 


First Test: Mental 


The mental test has to do with, first, the conduct, 
and, second, the equipment, of the school. 

You may put heart and soul both in your school, but 
even heart and soul cannot do the head work, 
ally takes brains to run a Sunday-school—up-hill. 

By ‘‘conduct,’’ I mean the management, the rules, 
the order in the school. 

Most Sunday-schools are run entirely too loose. We 
expect little and require less. We are so glad to have 
people come that we allow them to do pretty much as 
they please when they get there. 


It _re- 


We permit noise and 
disorder and inattention in Sunday-school which would 
not be tolerated for a minute in Monday-school. Tell 
me what rules you have and enforce in your school, 
and I will tell you what kind of a school you have. 

For instance, I know a school which has rule that 
every teacher and pupilin attendance must own a Bible, 
and bring it to the school every Sunday. Another one 
has a rule that no teacher will be allowed to teach her 
class on Sunday if she fails to be at the teachers’ -meet- 
ing on Friday night 

No more need be said about these two schools. No 
need to tell the reader that they are good schools, for 
the reader's mind has already assented to that. And 
there is but little need to add that they are big schools ; 
for it will be no surprise to the reader to be told that 
one of them numbers a thousand, and the other fifteen 
hundred. 
big. 

‘« Well, I believe such severe rules in our school would 
break up the school.”’ 


Such rules make big schools, and keep them 


That depends on how you enforce them. If done in 
the right spirit, it will wake up, and shake up, make up, 
but not break up, the school. 

If ‘‘ order is heaven's first law, 


Try it and see. 

"’ then ‘‘ order should 
be the Sunday-school's first law ;'' for the Sunday- 
school is the gateway to heaven, or ought to be. If some 
of our Sunday-school pupils should behave in heaven as 
we let them behave in Sunday-school, they would soon be 
turned out of heaven ! 

This, then, is the first test of progress I make. There 
can be no progress in disorder. If you have no rules, 
don't blame the boys and girls for being ‘unruly ;"’ 
blame yourself. 

Second, equipment. . 

Heart and soul should not be bothered with such mun- 
dane things as blackboards, sand-boards, picture-rolls, 
maps, charts, song-books, and other tools to work with. 
Let the head be responsible for them, because that is 


what the head is for. We should hardly expect a car- 
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penter to make much progress in building a house if his 
tools consisted of an ax, a maul, and a cross-cut saw. 
Is he too poor té have better ones ? 
carpenter in a double sense. 


Then he is a poor 


One other very important thing may be counted as a 
part of the equipment,—namely, teachers’ class-books 
and secretary's record. 
briefest, 
which only marks * P’’ 


Not the cheapest, 
but the 


simplest, 


you can get, best. The class-book 


for ‘‘present,’’ and «*A"’ for 
is out of date, and not worth the trouble or the 
nickel that it costs. 


‘*absent,’ 


It should, by the way it is marked, encourage, not 
presence alone, but punctuality, contributions, and the 
use of the Bible in the class, and this can be done as 
easily and quickly as to mark it *P"’ or «*A"’ or *X,"’ 
It is manifestly unjust to mark the tardy pupil, who 
brings no money and no Bible, as high as you mark the 
one who both. And then your 
secretary's record should be made to show the increase 
or decrease in attendance, contribution, etc., each month 
over the previous month, also each quarter and year. 

‘«‘Oh! that sounds very well, but then we cannot afford 
them in our school."’ 


is there on time with 


Possibly you cannot have them all at once, but you 
certainly afford to want them, and that will help you to 
get them. 

Sometimes we can afford things better than we think 
we can. At any rate, it is not a good idea to parade the 
poverty of the community, because sometimes it is aw- 
fully hard to distinguish between poverty of purse and 
poverty of purpose. 

It may be claimed that the conduct and equipment of 
a school are not the tests of its progress. No, but they 
are tests or evidences of its conditions ; and, since there 
can be no progress where conditions are wrong, this test 
is named with the hope of leading some Sunday-school 
superintendent to use his ‘‘ thinker’’ a little more, and 
provide such things as are necessary to progress. So 
much, then, for the mental test, and now for the physical. 


Second Test: Physical 

The physical test has to do with the attendance alone, 
—the make-up of the school ; not the size of the school, 
but the sizes of the people who attend it. 

Did you ever see a paper of needles of ‘‘ assorted 
sizes'’ ? -There are the little ones, bright and sharp, 
with eye wide open. Then come the larger sizes, 
equally bright and sharp, and all ready and waiting to 
be given something to do. You may also find a few 
good-sized darning-needles in the package, but where 
are the great, big, grown-up knitting-needles ? 


Surely no ‘‘diagram"’ is needed to explain this illus- 


tration and make the application. If your school is 
say half and half, then 
It stands this part of the test. 

But this is not all of the ‘ physical test." How does 
the enrolment and average attendance compare with last 
year and the year before? Are they any larger ? 

‘Well, no; they are not any larger, but I am glad to 
say that we are ‘ holding our own.’ '’ 


made up of ‘assorted sizes,’’ 
the signs are good. 


Did you ever try to row a boat up stream when the 
current was strong and swift? When you found that 
you were only ‘‘ holding your own,'’ did you claim to be 
making progress? Did you not rather bend to the 
oars and pull harder? That is what you must do in 
your Sunday-school when you find you are only ‘ hold- 
ing your own."’ 

You may have a good school and a large school, but, 
if you cannot stand this test, you must not claim to be 
making progress. ~ 

You may look on all other signs of progress doubtfully 
if this sign fails. Progress in other lines is bound to tell 
here, although progress here may not prove progress in 
other lines. 

In the school which merely ‘‘ holds its own'’ there 
are symptoins of ‘‘ chills and fever"’ 
The school lacks life and energy. 


without the fever. 
Its pulse is feeble. 
The probability is that it has no teachers’ -meeting, and 
no wonder its pulse is feeble. 


Third Test: Spiritual 


To omit this spiritual test would be like trying to test 
an orange without tasting it, or a rose without smelling 
it, for a Sunday-school without spiritual power and spir- 
itual results is like an orange without juice or a rose 
without perfume. 

The farmer has two ‘‘ busy seasons,"’ the sowing and 
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the reaping time. If he sows much and reaps little, he 
will not claim to be making progress. The Sunday- 
school which sows much and reaps little, the school 
which ignores or has to leave blank on the statistical 
form the all-important question, ‘‘ How many pupils 
united with the church during the year?’ is iv no con- 
dition to boast of progress or to sing ‘‘ Bringim, in the 
Sheaves.’’ 

A Sunday-school is the manufacturing departmert of 
the church, the place where young Christians are n_ le 
out of ‘‘raw material.’’ 

Suppose you should carry a bushel of wheat to ti 
mill, and ask the miller to grind it into flour for you 
You see him pour it into the hopper, and you go down 
to the flour-bin, and, behold, it comes out whole wheat 
still. ‘* Why, what is the matter with the mill?'’ you 
ask. ‘‘Oh! nothing,’’ says the miller. ‘1 have a good 
mill. I'll just run it through again.’’ Back goes your 
wheat to the hopper again, and this time it comes out— 
well, say, cracked wheat. 

‘« Why, what zs the matter with the mill ?’' you ask. 
‘‘Oh! nothing. 1 have ‘a good working mill’ here, but 
you must not expect too much of it. 
right after a while. 


It will come out all 
I'll run it through again.'’ And so 
he does, several times, and at last you get some flour. 
When you get home, your wife asks you why you stayed 
so long and brought so little flour, and when you tell 
her, what, think you, will be her opinion of that mill ? 
What will she say when you tell her that the miller said, 
three or four times over, that he had ‘‘a good working 
mill’ ? 

O Sunday-school superintendent! how does your 
school stand the spiritual test? Were there as many 
pupils converted in 1898 as there were teachers in the 
school? In other words, did the teachers bring an ave- 
rage of one soul each to the Saviour during the year? 

‘*N-n-no. But then I think there is a good reason 
for that. Pretty nearly everybody in our schools are 
Christians already. ‘There are several whole classes, all 
of whom are church-members."’ 

Indeed? Whata pity! All such classes and teach- 
ers ought to be ashamed of themselves. 

| say it abruptly, but kindly, to set them to thinking. 
For what is a teacher and a whole class of Christians 
good for if they cannot have at least one poor sinner to 
work on every Sunday ? 

No school is likely to stand the spiritual test which 
has no teachers’-meeting. And, if they do not stand it 
with the teachers'-meceting, then the fault is with the 
teachers’ -meeting ; it is not conducted as it should be. 

In the opinion of the writer, a Sunday-school without 
a teachers'-meeting is as poor as a church without a 
prayer-meeting. If it be true that ‘the prayer-meeting 
is the pulse of the church,’’ then I submit that the 
teachers’-meeting is the pulse of the Sunday-school. 
But suppose there is no teachers’-meeting ! Then there 
is no pulse. At least, that is the logical conclusion, 
whether it be the theological one or not. If the school 
is not enough in earnest in the work to have a teachers’ - 
meeting every week, then it is not enough in earnest to 
make much progress. The signs are bad. The young, 
inexperienced teacher is compelled to worry along and 
get along the best she can alone, without help from pas- 
tor, superintendent, or any of the more experienced 
teachers, if there be no teachers'-meeting. The care- 
less, thoughtless, skeptical teacher is left to teach noth- 
ing or to teach error as she may, and the pastor or 
the superintendent neither help nor hinder her, if there 
be no teachers'-meeting. Yes, indeed, undoubtedly a 
Sunday-school without a teachers’ -meeting is as poor as 
a church without a prayer-meeting, and, if weighed in 
the balances, would be found wanting. 

Now, dear superintendent, take these three tests, the 
mental, the physical, and the spiritual, and apply them 
to your own school Talk it over with yourself, and 
talk it something like this: ‘I resolved, God 
being my helper, to put more thought into the manage- 
ment and equipment of my school. I am resolved, God 
being my helper, that my school shall be made up of 
‘assorted sizes,’ and I am resolved, God being my 
helper, and the Holy Spirit being my power, that 
my school shall be more spiritual, that at least as 
many pupils shall be brought to Christ in 1899 as there 
are teachers in the school, and I will begin this spiritual 
deepening right in our,teachers'-meeting the very first 
thing I do."’ 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
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For the Ceacher 


Is a Primary Union Worth While? 
By Bertha F. Vella 


Vice-President of the International Primary Union 


HETHER or not a Primary Union is worth while 

is a practical question which can best be an- 

swered from practical experience. It is a question I 

often ask those who care for and conduct such organiza- 

tions. Among the most common replies I have re- 

ceived, the following have been given repeatedly by 
workers in city and town—large and small— Unions. 

1, It promotes spiritual fellowship. Many times a 
lonely, earnest primary teacher has said, ‘‘I am so glad 
the state association sent you here. I am intensely in- 
terested in my work, but have felt discouraged at times 
because I know no teacher here with whom I can talk 
over my plans and work."’ 

The teachers of different churches are called together. 
We find others feeling the same need the first teacher 
has expressed. A Union is proposed. After a few ses- 
sions, in which these workers study the lesson, talk over 
their methods and difficulties, and pray together, they 
realize ‘‘our fears, our hopes, our aims, are one.’’ Soon 
those who remain faithful to the meetings testify, ‘I 
don't see how I ever got along without the help the 
Union gives me."’ 

2. It ‘*makes'’ teachers. Many who have felt their 
weakness have testified that they learned to teach by 
teaching before other teachers. We have seen many be- 
gin in fear and trembling to teach before their co-work- 
ers at these Unions. ‘The practice has given confidence, 
and in time some of these very ones have gone out to 
teach in newer Unions,—have gone on from strength to 
strength, and now are doing such work every week. 

3. It trains in the art of teaching. The Primary 
Union is the primary teachers’ training-class. In this 
class they practice teaching. We have some Unions in 
which the president follows a uue normal plan. At the 
close of each lesson, members are led to notice how the 
teacher has followed the laws of teaching. Thus atten- 
tion is called to the strongest, and perhaps weakest, 
points. The teachers, being anxious to become workers 
‘«that need not to be ashamed,'’ testify that they find 
such analysis of their work very helpful. 

4. It inspires teachers. When they hear one an- 
other's lessons and experiences in difficult circumstances, 
or with special pupils, they learn ways to adapt the 
same or similar plans in their own schools. 
grow more courageous in the service. 

When an_experienced teacher gives help in a Union 
she knows‘the inspiring joy of being useful to several 
schools beyond the walls of her own class-room. This 
gives her enthusiasm. Such enthusiasm is contagious. 

5. It promotes Bible study. The day has passed when 
‘‘any one who can tell a Bible story’’ is deemed fully 
qualified to teach the primary class. Our best churches 
are employing the normal graduate and the trained 
kindergartner to teach this important grade. 

In Unions, those who have not been Bible students 
take their turns teaching with those who know the Bible 
well. This promotes healthful emulation, which de- 
velops individual Bible study, improves primary Bible 
teaching, and uplifts the whole work. 

6. It provides an interchange of ideas. 


Thus many 


As questions 
come before the class pertaining to practical class meth- 
ods, discipline, home co-operation, child nature, and 
child training, the various testimonies and experiences 
are replete with suggestions. 

Some Unions are gaining more by establishing circu- 

lating libraries containing books upon Sunday-school 
work, upon child study, and upon the art of teaching. 
7. It reacts upon the schools represented. As teach- 
ers gain enthusiasm from new ideas, efficiency from a 
better understanding of the work, and successful plans 
to introduce, the classes catch the spirit of improvement. 
Better schools are a natural result. More interest is felt 
by all, better teaching is enjoyed by teacher and pupils, 
and stronger influence goes out from the primary class. 

8. It brings about a deeper sense of the importance of 
the work. As primary workers convene, and recall the 
churches, homes, and hundreds of children they repre- 
sent, the magnitude of their influence is felt as it cannot 
be otherwise. They realize it is necessary to plan as 
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intelligently, as well, as possible, in order to train the 
little ones for Christian living and for the service of the 
church. 

g. It sets an example to other teachers. In one town 
where a Primary Union was organized, teachers of other 
grades said, ‘‘ If they need help for their work, we cer- 
tainly do for ours.’’ Three teachers’ classes were orga- 
nized in three separate churches. Later a Union Bible 
class was organized, and a competent Bible teacher em- 
ployed. 

Is it ‘‘ worth while’’ for groups of consecrated primary 
workers to be assembling every day in the week, in 
various cities and towns, to promote such a work? 
Those of us who see the work know it is, know the 
results are beyond our reckoning. We now have three 
hundred and fifty Unions in our country. 
shall the number be five hundred ? 


Boston. 


How soon 
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Traveling libraries are well known 
through their introduction by large 
public libraries and private enter- 
prises in distributing their books, but a county Sun- 
day-school association's effort thus to supply books to 
Sunday-school teachers is not so well known. In this 
way a school too poor to invest in a teachers’ library 
can, by defraying freight charges, have the choice of 
books from a carefully selected collection. The St. 
Clair County Sunday-school Association in Illinois has 
started a circulating library among the officers and 
workers in the various townships, the books being well- 
known works on conducting a Sunday-school and Sun- 
day-school work, including several volumes on teaching 
and special helps for the primary department. The 
scheme was taken up by District President E, E. Exter 
and the County President J. Russell Miller, and prom- 
ises to be one of the most helpful plans ever tried. The 
object is to have the books, which will be enclosed in a 
neatly furnished case, sent from township to township, 
where the books will be read by those interested, and 
the box again sent on its way, the movements to be 
directed by the county secretary. The books were in- 
dividual donations from workers throughout the ‘county. 


% 


{f a boy is mischievous or unruly, 
it is no sign that he is destitute of 
or even affection, for the teacher who 
tries to rule him. The fact is, a boy believes in au- 
thority, even though he dares to disregard it. Laxity 
and flabbiness of discipline do not commend themselves 
to him, while fairness and courteous firmness do. The 
Church Sunday-school Magazine of London cites a case 
in point as follows : ‘‘ One of the most troublesome boys 
attending a day industrial school of the London School 
Board was so constantly being reported to the governor 
for misconduct tat he sometimes felt that the boy's feel- 
ings towards him must be one of almost hatred. It was 
therefore a complete surprise to him, on Christmas Eve, 
when the little fellow, whose time expired during the 
holidays, came to him, and, with" some hesitation in his 
manner and speech, asked him to accept a little parting 
gift of remembrance. ‘But I don’t think I can take it,’ 
said the governor ; ‘ you have been too bad a boy. You 
have seemed to do everything you could to annoy and 
displease the officers." ‘Oh! please do take it, sir,’ re- 
plied the boy in entreating tones. ‘I have worked for 
it after school every night this week, to get.the money to 
buy it for you. Do take it, sir.’ ’’ 
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To teach right giving is as impor- 
tant in the primary department as in 
any department of the Sunday- 
school. In the Greenway Union 
Sunday-school, Fifty-sixth Street and Woodland Avenue, 
Philadelphia, Mrs. Benjamin T. Longstreth, superin- 
tendent of the primary work, asked the children for a 
special Easter offering, and the teachers distributed a 
hundred little silk bags among them three weeks before 
Easter. It was suggested that money they wished to 
spend for candy, chewing-gum, marbles, and such things, 
be dropped int the bags for the Children’s Country 
Week. How heartily the children entered into the 
work is shown by the fact that seventy bags returned on 
Easter Day $12.29. Great industry was displayed, and 
one boy of four years gathered $1.20 by his own efforts, 


An Easter Offering 
That Meant 
Something 
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April 15, 1899 
Lesson Helps 


Lesson 5, April 30, 1800 
The Comforter Promised 
John 14: 15-27 


Study also John 16: 1-15. 
verses : 25, 26. 


A lesson for Pentecost. Memory 

GoLDEN Text: Jw// pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter.—John 14 : 16. : 

REVISED VERSION 


15 If ye love me, ye will keep 
5 my commandments. And I 
will ' pray the Father, and 


COMMON VERSION 


15 @ If ye love me, keep my 
commandments. 

16 And I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide 2Comforter, that he may be 
with you for ever ; 17 with you for ever, even the 

17 ‘Even the Spirit of truth ; Spirit of truth: whom the 
whom the world cannot receive, world cannot receive ; for it 
because it seeth him not, neither beholdeth him not, neither 
knoweth him: but ye know knoweth him : ye know him ; 
him ; for he dwelleth with you, for he abideth with you, and 
and shall be in you. 18 shall be in you. I will not 

18 I will not leave you com- leave you 3desolate : I come 
fortless : I will come to you. Ig unto you. Yet a little while, 

19 Yet a little while, and the and the world beholdeth me 
world seeth me no more; but no more ; but ye behold me : 
ye see me: because | live, ye because I live, * ye shall live 
shall live also. 20 also. In that day ye shall 

20 At that day ye shall know know that I am in my Father, 
that I am in my Father, and ye and ye in me, and I in you. 
in me, and I in you. 21 He that hath my command- 

2t He that hath my com- ments, and keepeth them, he 
mandments, and keepeth them, it is that loveth me: and he 
he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved 
that loveth me shall be loved of of my Father, and I will love 
my Father, and I will love him, him, and_ will manifest my- 
and will manifest myself tohim. 22 self unto him. Judas (not 

22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot) saith unto him, 
Is-car’i-ot, Lord, how is it that Lord, what is come to pass 
thou wilt manifest thyself unto that thou wilt manifest thy- 
us, and not unto the world ? self unto us, and not unto the 

23 Jesus answered and said 23 world? Jesus answered and 
unto him, If a man love me, he said unto him, If a man love 
will keep my words: and my me, he will keep my word : 
Father will love him, and we and my Father will love him, 
will come unto him, and make and we will come unto him, 
our abode with him. and make our abode with 

24 He that loveth me not 24 him. He that loveth me not 
keepeth not my sayings: and keepeth not my words : and 
the word which ye hear is not the word which ye hear is 
mine, but the Father's which not mine, but the Father's 
sent me. who sent me. 

25 Thesethingshave Ispoken 25 ‘These things have I spoken 
unto you, being ye? present with unto you, while yet abiding 
you. 26 with you. But the ?Com- 

26 But the Comforter, which forter, even the Holy Spirit, 
is the Holy Ghost, whom the whom the Father will send 
Father will send in my name, in my name, he shall teach 
he shall teach you all things, you all things, and bring to 
and bring all things to your your remembrance all that 
remembrance, whatsoever [ 27 I said ungo you. Peace I 
have said unto you. leave with you; my peace I 

27 Peace I leave with you, my give unto you: not as the 
peace I give unto you: not as world giveth, give I unto 
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the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. fearful. 


Gr. make request of. 2 Or, Advocate 
orphans Or, and ye shall live 
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Or, Helper Gr. Paraclete. Or, 


Scripture Readings for Daily Study 


Selected and Analyzed by B. F. Jacobs 


The Fourth and Fifth Operations of the Spirit, 
Comforting (Advocacy) and Teaching 


Sun.— The Comforter (Advocate) Promised (John 14 : 
The condition of blessing (15 : 21, 23). 
our Advocate (16, 17; 1 John 2: 1). 
and abiding (18-25). (Compare with chap. 17: 6-8.) The 
Holy Spirit our teacher (26, 27; 1 John 2: 27). 

Mon,— Zhe Sixth and Seventh Operations of the Spirit ( John 15: 
26, and 16 : 7-15). 
and through them (26, 27). 


15-27). 
The Holy Spirit 
The manifestation 


Testifying (witnessing) to the disciples, 
Witnessing against the world 


(16: 7-11). Prophesying, taking Christ's things to show to 
us (12-15). (Compare 1 Cor. 2: 9-16.) 

Tues.— The Descent of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 1-21). The 
day of pentecost (1). The Holy Spirit given (2-4). The 
gift of tongues (5-8). The astonished multitude (9-11). 
Prophecy fulfilled (12-21), 

Wed.— The Holy Spirit Given to Gentiles (Acts 10 : 34-48, 11: 
15-48). Peace by Jesus Christ (34-43). The Spirit as a 
witness (44, 45). The gift of tongues (46-48). The Gen- 
tiles granted repentance unto life (Acts 11 : 15-18). 

Thurs.— Zhe /ndwelling Spirit (Rom. 8: 1-17; 1 Cor. 6: 19, 20). 


The law of the Spirit of life (1-8). The dominion of the 
Spirit (9-13). The witness of the Spirit (14-17). 
temple of the Spirit (1 Cor. 6: 19, 20). 
2: 22.) 
Fri.— Zhe Victorious Spirit (Rom. 8 : 18-39). 
deliverance (18-25). The intercession (26, 27). 
The purpose of God (28-32). The triumphant song (33-39). 
Sat.— The Gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12: 4-31). Many gifts, 
but one Spirit (4-11). One body, many members (17-27). 
The divine appointment (28-31). (Compare Eph. 4 : 8-13.) 
Sun.— The Fruit of the Spirit (Gal.5:22t06:9). Arich cluster 
(22, 23). Living and walking in the Spirit (24-26). Bear- 
ing one another's burdens (1-6). Sowing and reaping 
(7-9). 
Chicago, Lil. 
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Spirit's 
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Lesson Surroundings 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE lesson is immediately connected with the last, part of 
the same discourse. 

PLAcE.—In the upper room at Jerusalem, where the pass- 
over meal had been eaten. 

TimE.—Late on Thursday evening, and, as here held, at the 
close of the 14th of Nisan, year of Rome 783, equivalent to 
April 6, A.D. 30. 

Persons. —Our Lord and eleven disciples, Judas (not Isca- 
riot) asking a question. This apostle is called ‘* Thaddeus "’ 
in Matthew Io : 3, Revised Version; in the Authorized Ver- 
sion ‘* Lebbeus, whose surname is Thaddeus; ’’ in Mark 3 : 
18, ‘* Thaddeus ;’’ but in Luke 6: 16, and Acts I : 13, ‘* Judas 
’ Those who identify James 
the son of Alpheus with James the Lord’s brother, regard him 
as the author of the Epistle of Jude, but such an identification 
It is 
uncertain whether he was brother of James the son of Alpheus, 
or related to some other James ; James—that is, Jacob—being 
a common name, 


the son [or brother] of James.’ 


is due to dogmatic rather than to historical reasons, 


Western Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pa. 
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The Lesson Story ° 
By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


ESUS had told the eleven that, if they believed, he would, 
though absent, do whatever they asked in his name for 

the glory of the Father. But mere gifts could not cheer 
their despondency, so he went on to tell them that, when he 
spoke of their believing in him, he meant their loving him, 
and that this love would show itself in their keeping his com- 
mandments, which were summed up in their loving each 
other and their fellow-man as he had loved them, ‘I have 
said he, ‘‘ and now that I am 
leaving you, I will ask the Father, to whom I go, and he will 


been your comforter till now,”’’ 


send you another Comforter in my place, who will not leave 
He will not 
come in a bodily form, indeed, but he will dwell in your souls, 


you as I must do, but will be with you for ever. 


yet showing his presence by the spiritual gifts and graces he 
will bestow on you, which outsiders neither value nor under- 
stand. 
leave you like orphans; for I also will came to ye«- 
hours more, and you will see me no more with your bodily 
eyes, but I shall always be present to your souls, your whole 


But, besides this divine support, I myself will not 
A fe~ 


spiritual life being only the manifestation of my dwelling in 
For, though unseen, I shall still live, and I shall be 
your life, and thus you will know that I am in my Father, that 


you. 


you are in me, and I in you, the gift of the Spirit proving all 
this to you. But I will manifest myself thus only to him who 
knows my commands and keeps them, for such a one only 
loves me. And because he does so, he will be loved of my 
Father and by myself.’’ 

** TIow can you, Lord, show yourself to us, and be unseen 
’* asked Judas (not Iscariot), 


answered Jesus, ‘since such a one must 


by men at large ? 

‘* Because,”’ 
love me and keep my word, my Father, for this, will also love 
But he 
who does not love me will not keep my commands, and so 


him, and we will come to him and abide in his soul. 
will not have this presence with him, Nor need ye doubt 
that obedience to my words will be rewarded by the indwell- 
ing of the Father in your breast ; for these words are not 
really mine, but rather his. I have said all this to you while 
still with you, because my dying will sorely try you; and I 
know that many things I have spoken must be dark to you for 
the time, and that, moreover, you must have forgotten much 
of my teachings in the past. But the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, to be your comforter, will illumi- 
nate your minds, and recall my words in the past, making all 
clear which is now, or ever has been, obscure.’’ 

Yet, in spite of all he could say, their hearts were sore 
troubled ; for the prospect before them looked gloomy in the 
that had 
calmed the waves of their northern lake, rose again in soft 


extreme. But the voice once, in their sight, 
accents to calm them now at his leaving. 

‘* My last word,’’ said he, ‘‘ is to give you a peace such as 
the world cannot give,—my peace, different far from any 
other, the peace of a perfect love, resting on the assured favor 
of God, 
not only be ever with you here, you will be for ever with me 


hereafter.’’ 


Nor will it end with your life on earth, for I shall 


Bournemouth, England. 


2% % 


Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


HE word weakly translated ‘‘Comforter,’’ means one 
called to another’s side to aid him, as an advocate in 
court. ‘* He suggests true reasoning to our minds, convicts 


our adversary, the world, of wrong, and pleads our cause be- 
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fore God the Father.”’ 
soldiers on the perilous edge of doubtful battle. Christ was one 
The 
The same word is used of both, 


He comes to us like reinforcements to 
Paraclete,—-Advocate (1 John 2 : 1). Holy Spirit is 
not left 
It is as advantageous, nay, more expedient, 


another. We are 
desolate, orphans, 
for. us to live to-day than: in the time of Christ ( John 16: 7). 

He must come because of love (v. 15). We have no fee to 
pay for such an Advocate, 

Certainly the great point in this lesson is God's undertaking 
Our 
feeling after him in the dark, with thumby fingers, is to be 


ended. 


the work of manifesting himself to those who love him. 


When we consider Sinai and transfiguration possi- 
When 
we consider inspiration for the purposes of prophecy we are 


bilities we are sure he can manifest himself to senses. 
sure he can manifest himself to intellect. When we consider 
Paul’s persecutions as recited in 2 Corinthians 11 : 24-33, 
and know that he endured them all and lived because the 
love of Christ constrains, shuts him up to one thing as in a 
walled road (2 Cor. § : 14), we are sure he can manifest him- 
self to the spiritual perceptions, 

It is clear enough that God can manifest himself by rain on 
But thanks be to 
Judas, our representative on the spot, we are told how he 


just and unjust, and in a thousand ways. 


manifests himself to his lovers as he does not unto the world 
(v. 23). 2. We 
unto him, and make our abode with him. 3. Teach the mean- 


1. The Father will love him. will come 


ing of Christ's words. 4. Bring them to remembrance, —else 





how could we have them written out? 5. Have peace. 
Trouble ended (v. 27). 
Cniversity Park, Colo, 
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Added Points 


Love begets obedience, and obedience proves love. Only 
a pretender claims to love while he does not do the loved one’s 
will, 

Blessed concatenation of events : He who loves obeys ; the 
Son prays ; the Father gives; the Spirit abides. 

Believers are not left desolate. ‘The Comforter is theirs ; 
they are in Christ ; Christ is in the Father; both are in them. 

He whose living shows love is loved by both Father and 
Son. To him both come; with him both abide. 
Christ is spokesman for the Father. To hear him is to hear 
God, to reject him is to reject God. 

Not from the world, in its channels, or by its methods, 


comes peace, but from Christ, through faith, in abounding 
if , Db , £ 


Brace. 
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Illustrative Applications 
By Wayland Hoyt, D.D. 


‘y ye love me, ve will keep my commandments (v. 15). A 

gentleman I knew used to have a great deal to say about 
the ethical life as the only true life. 
ing. 
severely practical. 


He was right in so say- 
Christianity is not a mush of emotion; Christianity is 
There is emotion in Christianity, but 
Christianity distinguishes the genuine from the spurious emo- 
tion by asking whether emotion actually blooms into ethics, 
Though 
you are whelmed and splashing with what you call love to 


pushes itself out into strenuous and straight living. 


Christ, he will not call it love unless it makes you sedulously 
careful to do the exactly righteous deeds which he commands, 
A love which glows on Sunday, but sinks into cold, harsh, 
worldly ashes on Monday, which lets you be bitter in speech, 
and censorious in judging, and mean in dealing, is leagues 
apart from what Christ means by love. 

Another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever 
(v. 16). 
one’s side.’”’ 


The original word for ‘‘ Comforter ’’ means ‘* called to 
The title is too wide for any sufficient rendering 


by any single English word. Hold to the old English mean- 


” 


ing of ‘‘comforter,’’ Itis from con fortis, one who strengthens. 
That is the function of the Comforter,—not merely to cushion 
with consolation, but to gird with various strength. And he 
is to forever abide with us, I have found no such illuminating 
words concerning the mission of the Comforter as these of 
Dr. Bushnell’s : 


work to a close, Christ perceives that his permanent or pro- 


‘* Having brought on his outwardly historic 


tracted stay in the flesh and before the senses would be rather 
a hindrance than a help to farther progress. If it were pos- 
sible for him, as a visible Saviour and resident, to win disci- 
ples all over the world and in all ages, they would yet be 
disciples, not of faith, but of the eyes ; aching still to see him, 
more than to be like him; thronging on to his seat as pil- 
grims over continents and seas ; yet not one in a hundred of 
them ever getting near enough to speak with him; wanting 
all, of course, a visible kingdom, since they have a visible 
King 
that the Christ of the eye is to be withdrawn, and the Spirit, 


Therefore he declares a change of administration, — 


an invisible, diffusive, pervasive, everywhere present, always 
abiding, Christ substituted,—a Christ whom no distance can 
remove, whom the sick man can have in his chamber, the 
prisoner in his dungeon, the exile in his place of banishment, 
the martyr in his fires; present to the heart, more present 
than looks or words ; present where the eye is blind and can- 
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not see him, and the ear is deaf and cannot hear him speak. 
And yet he is to be the conscious!y felt Christ. The disciples 
are always to know the ascended Lord of their hearts, and to 
be kept in the sense of his society.”’ 

Whom the world cannot receive; for it beholdeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: ye know him; for he abideth with you, 
and shall be in vou (vy. 17). A little child was laughing at an 
old gentleman for blowing soap-bubbles with a pipe. The 
gentleman was Sir Isaac Newton. He was blowing them that 
he might study the Jaws of light, as the thin wall of the bubble 
differentiated the light-rays. It is easy to see that the philoso- 
pher was in a realm of which the little child had no conscious- 
ness whatever. So the regenerate is in another realm from 
the unregenerate. He sees and knows immensities of things 
of which the man whose spiritual nature is all dormant can 
have no conception, 

He shall teach you all things, and bring to your remem- 
brance all that I said unto you (v. 26) Similarly we are 
told (John 16 : 13, 14), ‘‘ He shall not speak from himself ; 
but what things soever he shall hear, these shall he speak. He 
shall glorify me : for he shall take of mine, and shall declare 
it unto you.’’ ‘* God has much light to break out of the Bible 
yet,’’ said Pastor Robinson to the pilgrims at Leyden. True; 
but it shall be light out of and in accord with the Bible. ‘It 
shall be the truth of Christ, and shall glorify Christ. When 
that fresh and charming book ‘‘ Ecce Homo "’ was making its 
first great stir, a lady asked a very learned and aged Chris- 
tian, ‘‘ What do you think of ‘Ecce Homo’?’’ ‘* What 
does ‘Ecce Homo’ think of Christ ?’’ was the answering 
question. ‘‘1 cannot tell,’’ answered the lady ; ‘* that it is 
which puzzles me.’’ ‘* Well,’ was the deliberate reply, ‘ if 
any book, after a careful perusal of it, leaves you in doubt 
what it thinks and what you ought to think about Christ, there 
is something radically wrong in it.’’ Answer most wise and 
right ! 
Any teaching which in the slightest shadows Christ is not the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit. Beware of it. 


Philadelphia, 


Here is the infallible test by which to try the spirits. 


x % 


Critical Notes 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


ERSE 15.—// ye love me, ye will keep my commandments : 
So the earliest authorities ; the imperative diflers only 


in a sinwle Greek letter — ‘The f-+--~- --- she 
tone of the discourse. The love will be the motive of the 


conduct, and the conduct will be the proof of the love. 
Verse 16.—And / will pray the Father: The word ren- 
dered ‘* pray ’’ 


aman Lanttoe «teh 


usually means ‘‘ to ask a question,’’ a sense 
inappropriate here. ‘The Revisers have the margin, ‘* Greek, 
The word rendered ‘‘ ask ’’ (vs. 13, 14, 
and elsewhere) is used by John when something to be re- 
ceived is prominent; this word, when prominence is given to 
the person of whom some favor is sought, hence the idea of 
entreaty is involved (so Ezra Abbot).—And he shall give you 
another Comforter ; Greek, ** Paraclete ;’’ literally, called to 
one’s side, or aid, used of an ‘‘ advocate ’’ (so rendered in 
t John 2: 1); then in the wider sense of a *‘helper.’’ See 
margins in Revised Version. ‘‘ Comforter ’’ is correct only 
in the original sense of one who strengthens another. ‘* An- 
other ’’ implies that our Lord himself was such a helper, but in 
leaving them would send the Holy Spirit, as it were, in his 
stead. 

Verse 17.—Even the Spirit of truth: So in chapters 15 : 26 
and 16 : 13, but in verse 26 ‘the Holy Spirit.’”’ Christ is 
himself the truth, but the Spirit will make them know the 
truth 26 and 16 13-15).— Whom the world 
cannot recetve > ** World’’ in the sense of humanity as op- 
posed to God.— for it bcholdcth him not, neither knoweth 
him: ‘* Beholdeth’’ refers outward ** See *” 
may include inward perception (comp. 16 : 16).— Ye snow 
him: **Ye’’ is emphatic ; ‘* know ’’ 


make request of.’’ 


(comp. v¥. 


to vision, 
in both clauses is the 
strong word.— for he abideth with you, and shall be in you: 
The pronouns in this verse are neuter in the Greek, because 
that is the gender of the Greek word meaning “ Spirit."’ But 
the reference is so evidently to a personality that the mascu- 
line is propevly used in English. 

Verse 18.—/ will not leave you comfortless: Or, * or- 
phans,’’ which is the exact form of the Greek. There is 
therefore no verbal allusion to ‘* Comforter.’’—/ come unto 
you: **Am coming,”’ the reference being to the coming by 
the Holy Spirit. ‘To refe! it to his appearance after death is 
opposed by the explanation which follows, and any reference 
to the second coming is contrary to the exclusive ** vision ”’ 
spoken of in verse 19. 

Verse 19.— Yet a Attlee while, and the world beheldcth me 
no more: One short day before his burial.—Aut ye dbchold 
mete: This 
beholding is spiritual ; that is, wrought by the Holy Spirit. 
This appears from chapter 16 : 16, where ** 
the corresponding clause of a similar declaration, in connec- 
tion, moreover, with the revealing work of the Holy Spirit.— 
Because i live, ye shall lve also: Or, ** Because I live, and 
ye shall live.’’ Either sense is grammatical. The former 


**VYe"’ is in emphatic contrast to ** the world.”’ 


see ’’ occurs in 
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makes Christ’s life the ground of their new life; the latter 
presents the life in common as the basis of the spiritual be- 
holding. But the former view also implies that, because his 
life after leaving the world is beyond human vision, only be- 
cause of this life of his can his disciples live so as to ** behold ”’ 
him. 

Verse 20.—ln that day, Probably pointing forward to 
Pentecost as the beginning of spiritual beholding.— Ye shal/ 
know that Iam in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you: 
The pronouns are all expressed in the Greek. The relation 
of the incarnate Christ to the Father is the basis of the fel- 
lowship between Christ and his people, and real knowledge of 
the former leads to experimental knowledge of the latter. 

Verse 21.—//ath my commandments, and keepeth them: 
The present participles indicate continuous action.— And 
manifest myself unto him: In the specific way afterwards 
explained. 

Verse 22.—/udas (not Iscariot): See Lesson Surround- 
ings.— What is come to pass: More exact than ‘* How is it,’”’ 
though the perplexity of Judas was in regard to the mode, as 
well as the occasion, of the manifestation. Some authorities 
prefix ‘* and,’’—a still further mark of perplexity. 

Verse 23.— We will come unto him, and make our abode 

with him; That this is done through the Holy Spirit appears 
from the rest of the discourse. Doubtless Judas was looking 
for some startling external visible manifestation. 
. Verse 24.—Acepeth not my words: ‘* Sayings ”’ is inexact, 
and obscures the correspondence with verse 23 and the rest of 
this verse.—Not mine, but the Father’s who sent me: As so 
often, the teaching of Jesus is referred back to his Father. 

Verse 25.— These things : The instruction up to this time. 
— While yet abiding with you: A paragraph begins here, the 
new topic being their encouragements after his departure, 
This departure is implied in the last clause. 

Verse 26.—But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit: The 
phrase ‘** Holy Spirit ’’ occurs only here in this Gospel (comp. 
v. 16).— Whom the Father will send in my name: The last 
phrase suggests that this sending is based upon the complete 
revelation of the Father in the Son. In chapter 16:7 Jesus 
says, **I will send him unto you.’’—WHe shall teach you all 
things : Compare chapter 16 : 12-15, where there is a fuller 
statement of the teaching of the Holy Spirit.—And bring to 
your remembrance all that I said unto you: This explains the 
preceding clause : ‘‘ All things ’’ are to be taught them, mainly 
by the Spirit’s recalling (and illuminating) the words of Christ 
himself.. An analogous work of the Spire occurs in every true 
believer, but not as a supptcmentary revelation, either through 
the church or to the individual. 

Verse 27.—WPeace I leave with you: ** Peace”’ is the He- 
brew salutation, here suggesting farewell. — Af peace: ** My”? 
is emphatic: ‘‘A peace such as I possess.’’— Not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you: Either in contrast with what the 
world gives, or with the world’s manner of giving, its empty 
forms of salutation, The latter sense would imply the former. — 
Let not your heart be troubled: Just as in verse 1.—Neither 
let it be fearful: The verb occurs only here, but the adjective 
from which it is derived is always rendered ‘* fearful.’’ This 
fearfulness is the result of being troubled. Christ’s peace 
would guard against both. 


Western Theologital Seminary, Allegheny, Pa. 
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The Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, 
the Holy Spirit 
By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


HERE is a beautiful analogy between verse 15 and verse 

14. In that, Jesus has promised to do whatever we ask 

in his name; in this, he bids ws do whatever he commands 

us. The Lord does as the servant asks, and the servant is to 

do as the Lord commands. Love is the spring on both sides. 

Vur love to him will sway our lives, and mold them into con- 

formity with his will. The test of Christian love is obe- 

dience, and the only obedience worth calling so is the child 
of love. 

Note the ‘“‘and "’ at the beginning of verse 16, which links 
the following great promise with the former words, and shows 
us the sequence of loving, keeping, Christ’s praying, and the 
Father’s sending. Note the revelation of the praying Christ 
and the giving Father. Does his representation of himself as 
praying, while the Father is represented as giving, seem a 
drop from the lofty claims in the earlier part of the chapter ? 
The only conception of Jesus which unites the two aspects is 
the belief that he is God manifest in the flesh, who unites 
manhood and deity in his own person. His intercession is 
his continual presenting before the Father of his own work. 
The high-priest passes into the holiest place bearing his own 
offering, and, by reason of it and of his presence there, all 
spiritual gifts are bestowed on the world. Jesus was sure 
What 
superhuman consciousness of power with God speaks in that 
calm certitude, ** 1 will pray, . . 


that his intercession would bring the blessings asked. 


. and he will give ’’ ! 
All the Father’s gift is here summed in the one gift of the 
Spirit, whose nature and offices are presented in rich fulness, 
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Of course, ** Comfortef,’’ in its modern meaning, covers but a 
very small part of the ground which the Greek word covers, 
and which the English word probably oovered when the Au- 
thorized Version was made. It is much more than a *‘ con- 
soler.’’ The Greek word ‘ paraclete,’’ of which it is the 
translation, means one who is called to the aid of another, 
primarily as an advocate in a court of law, but more widely 
as a helper in any form; and ‘‘ comforter’ properly means 
one who, by his presence with any one, makes him strong. 
So that great name suggests great thoughts, and bids us ex- 
pect, not merely a vague influence, but a divine Person, who 
will be at our side on condition of our faith, love, and obe- 
dience, and will be our strength in weakness, our peace in 
trouble, our wisdom in darkness, our comforter and cherisher, 
our righteousness when sin is strong, the victor over our 
temptations, the companion and sweetener of our solitude, 
He comes as “fire,’’ which melts, cleanses, and quickens. 
He comes as “ rushing mighty wind,”’ which bears health on 
its wings, sometimes sweeping onwards irresistiL:2, sometimes 
stealing gently as a sleeping infant’s breath. He comes as 
** oil’’ softly flowing, lubricating the rongh surfaces, suppling 
joints, nourishing life. He comes fluttering down like a dove, 
the brooding bird of peace. He is the spirit of holiness, of 
truth, of wisdom, of power, of love, of a sound mind, of son- 
ship, of supplication, and of every good thing in life and 
character. And this sweet, strong, all-sufficient Person is 
offered to each of us, and will enter our hearts if we will. 

The Holy Spirit is to replace Jesus and carry on his work, 
as is implied in the expression ‘*‘ another Comforter ;’’ for 
who was the Comforter whom the Spirit was to succeed but 
Jesus himself? So that Spirit will bring to us all, and more 
than all, that the disciples had in the companionship of Jesus, 
—sweetness and shelter, and stay for their weakness and light 
for their darkness, a breast on which to rest their heads, and 
a love in which to bathe their hearts. 

Further, this Spirit is to be an abiding companion. The 
disciples were crushed with the sorrowful thought that all 
their blessed intercourse with Jesus was near an end; and he 
gently cheers them, and, through them, all ages of believers, 
with the assurance of this continual presence with the church, 
whom nothing but our own sin can ever drive from our 
breasts. 

Further, that Spirit is ‘* the Spirit of truth.’’ That designa- 
tion does not mean that he brings new truths, but that the 
truth, the revelation which is perfectly given in Jesus Christ, 
is the weapon by which the Spirit works all his victories, the 
staff‘on which he makes us lean and be strong. By his influ- 
ence the truth passes into our spirits. His teaching is not 
outward, which is always insufficient, but is an inward com- 
munication of truth and molding of our spirits. 

‘* The world ’’ is incapable of receiving this strengthener. 
In a later part of this great discourse Jesus speaks of the 
Spirit as convicting the world ; but what he is speaking of here 
is the work of the Spirit, which is done in response to his in- 
tercession, and subsequent to our faith, love, and obedience. 
That work a heart seething with worldly desires cannot take 
in. Worldly eyes cannot see the Spirit’s working. If that 
world, in its grosser or more refined forms, dominates us, we 
shall be blind to the highest things. If a man says, ‘*I see 
no divine Spirit working in the world or in the church,” the 
only answer is, ‘‘ Go to an oculist, for your eyes need attend- 
ing to.’’ 

Note how our Lord inverts the order of the clauses when he 
speaks of the disciples in verse 17. The world could not re- 
ceive because it did not know ; the disciple knows because 
he receives. Possession and knowledge interchange places, 
and may be regarded as cause and effect of each other. To 
know we must possess, to possess we must know. Jesus had 
just been telling the disciples that they did not know him, for 
their knowledge was sadly incomplete ; but in so far as they 
did dimly grasp him, they knew that Spirit. And, being faithful 
to their partial knowledge, it would grow into something 
deeper, more inward, and more operative on their inmost be- 
ing. For note the clear promise of a new and higher form of 
possession in the strong antithesis between the present 
** dwelleth with ’’ and the future “‘ shall be in.’’ We now 
have a Spirit who not only stands by our sides as a compan- 
ion, but who dwells in the central depths of our spirits. If we 
will love and obey, Christ will ask, and the Father will give 
the Dove to descend on us, and nestle in our hearts forever. 

But even the promise of the Comforter was not all that the 
loving, though weak, disciples longed for. Therefore our 
Lord gives them still more in the great promises of verses 18 
and 19. First, he tells them 
Left 
alone, the disciples would be ‘* desolate,’’ as indeed they 
were, 


They are almost paradoxes. 
and us that the absent Christ is the present Christ. 
but he would come to them, and winter would be 


changed into glorious summer. Our Lord says, ‘‘I come,”’ 


” 


or ‘‘ am coming,’’ referring not to some distant future, but to 
an impending and almost present return. There is a coming 
which is contemporaneous with his bodily absence. It is true 
of him that he departed from *‘ his people ’’ for a season, that 
they might ‘* receive him forever.’’ 
real presence lasts forever. 


ing, 


Bodily presence is ended, 
He who, in the very act of go 
comes, and is with men always, can be no less than God 
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manifest in the flesh for a time, and present io the Spirit 
forever. 

He comes: when the Spirit comes. Jesus and the Spirit 
whom he sends are inseparable, though distinct, and where 
the Spirit is there is Christ, and where Christ is there is the 
Surely our average Christian life fails to realize this 
great truth, which, if it were a living conviction, would change 
all things, and fill us with strength and righteousness, with 
lf we have him with us, we are not desolate, 


Spirit. 


peace and joy. 
dark though the world may be; if we have not, we are 
hungry and ill at ease, however outward things may smile. 

Further, the ‘unseen Christ is a seen Christ. The ‘little 
while,’’ after which the world was to see him no more, may 
possibly be contracted to the interval before his death, or may 
be extended to the time up till the ascension ; but, in either 
case, the period thereafter covers the whole unknown space 
up to the final coming to judgment. Faith is sight. The 
world seeth him no more, because it is the world ; his disci- 
ples see him, because they are disciples. But this is not all ; 
the present and seen Christ is life and life-giving. The man 
who stood almost in sight of Calvary says, ‘I live,’’—the 
timeless, present tense expressing absolute, eternal life, which 
is thé fountain from which all forms of his servants’ lives are 
drawn. 

It is impossible, in the space allotted to me, to cover this 
whole lesson, but I must say a word about the renewed prom- 
ise of the Comforter in verses 25 and 26. There the Spirit is 
presented as our teacher. All his other offices are best dis- 
charged by his showing us what is contained in Christ’s rev- 
But observe the linking of his work as 
teacher with the name ‘‘ the Holy Spirit,’’ which linking sug- 


elation of the Father. 


gests the indissoluble connection between holiness and vital 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. The scholars in this 
schoo! have to wash their hands before they go to their lessons. 
Professions of spiritual illumination which are not endorsed 
by purity of life are false. 

The teaching Spirit is sent in Christ’s name, which preg- 
nant expression has for part of its meaning that the revealed 
character of Jesus Christ is the basis on which the sending of 
the Spirit is possible. The revelation had to be complete 
before he who came to unfold and apply the revelation had 
material to work with. 

The teaching Spirit’s lessons are ‘‘ whatsoever I have said 
unto you.’’ Jesus Christ’s words and deeds (which are, in a 
deep sense, words) could not be unfolded in their full signifi- 
cance at once. They open out, generation after generation, 
into undreamed-of treasures of wisdom, grace, and sweetness. 
The Spirit is, through the ages, teaching the church more 
and more of the infinite significance that lies in the most 
apparently insignificant cf these inexhaustible words and 
works, ’ 

That teacher is promised to us all. We ought to believe in 
the reality of his dwelling with believers far more strongly 
than we do. We ought to be the standing examples to the 
world of the reality of a supernatural influence swaying lives ; 
but how can we be so if we do not believe it ourselves, and 
have not experienced it ? 


Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
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The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


Editor’s Note.—A leafiet giving ample directions for the wise 
conduct of a senior Bible class, and a list of books which will 
be useful to such a class following the present lessons, will be 
sent free by the Editor of The Sunday School Times, to any one, 

m request. Each week's issue of The Sunday School Times 
will be needed by every member of a class that is following the 
course. Free specimen copies of any issue will be sent, on 
application, to any cne who desires to introduce this course. 
Any book mentioned in the list or during the course cf the studies 
may be purchased from The Sunday Schoo] Times. 


John 14 : 15-31. 
I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION. 
{For each member of the Bible class.] 

The verses of this study follow close upon those of the last 
one, being merely a continuation of the first conversation be- 
tween Jesus and his disciples. This conversation was proba- 
bly in the upper room (comp. the report in Luke 22 : 35-38), 
while all were reclining around the table. At its close the 
signal for departure is given, but it does not actually take 
place until after the words reported in chapters 15-17 are ut- 
tered by Jesus. 

This lesson begins with verse 15, which introduces the 
third thought in the reply of Jesus to Philip; namely, the 
promise of the Comforter, or Advocate (14 : 15-21). ‘* But,”’ 
says Judas, ‘‘how is it that thou dost reserve this glorious 
revelation of thy power for us alone?’’ Jesus answers (vs. 
23, 24) that it is conditioned on a real spirit of love in the per- 
cipient’s heart. He then utters a series of parting messages, 
intended to encourage them and give them a sense of strength 
in the future days of perplexity and peril. 

Note (1) that the word ‘* Comforter ’’ {v. 16), 
paraciete, should really be rendered ‘*Advocate.’’ 
**one who is summoned to do something.’’ 


in Greek 
It means 
(2.) In verse 18 
The connection is not with 
the **Comforter,’’ but with the thought in 13 : 33. (3.) 


the Greek word is ‘* orphans.”’ 
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Note the distinctive words of this short section : **Advocate,’’ 
**love,’’ ** abide,’ ‘*keep commandments,”’ 


“the Father,’’ etc. 
II, REFERENCE LITERATURE, 

[These references are collated for the benefit of those who are able to 
Secure and use one or two good reference books. For a list which speci- 
fies a wide range of books, see the Editor’s note above. The success of 
the work is not dependent on the purchase of any books whatever ; they 


are to be regarded as an aid highly recommended to those who are able 
to consult them.] 


5] 


** manifest,’’ 


As in the preceding study, there is little to choose between 
commentaries. Westcott, Milligan and Moulton, Abbott, 
Dods, and Plummer, are very satisfactory. The sermons in 
the Expositor’s Bible on John (Vol. 11), on ‘‘ The Father 
Seen in Christ’ and “The Bequest 3f Peace,’’ are very 
choice. Stevens’s chapter on the ‘‘ Doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit,’ in ‘* Johannine Theology’? (New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons), is helpful to the close student of this and 
similar passages in Jobn. 

Ili. QuEsTiIoNs FoR STUDY AND DISCUSSION, 


{To be allotted, in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, to 
members of the class. 


1. The Advocate, or Comforter. (1.) Who is referred to 
by this title, and what two things does Jesus say here that 
the Advocate will accomplish ? [Warren : 1. Critical Notes : 
v. 16. McLaren: { 3. Wright: v. 16.] (2.) What does it 
mean to say that he is the ‘‘ Spirit of truth ’’? [Critical Notes : 
17. McLaren: § 6.] (3.) What is the condition of the 
coming of the Advocate? Is he referred to outside of the 
Gospel of John ? 

2. The Final Answer to Philip. 
nection between this promise of the Advocate and the appeal 


Vv. 


(4.) Can we trace a con- 


of Philip to Jesus in verse 8 ? 
3. ‘“Lfa Man Love me, he will Keep my Word: ... 


” 


and 
(§.) State the chain of causes which Jesus 
repeatedly affirms will lead up to a complete revelation of the 
divine. (6.) Was this thought of the divine indwelling a new 


we will Come. 


idea ? 

4. ** Aly Peace 1 Give unto You."’ (7.) What sort of a 
peace did Jesus impart to his disciples? Wherein did he 
differ from the world ? [Geikie : last {. Critical Notes : v. 27.] 

5. “Lf ve Loved me, ye would Have Rejoiced.”’ (8.) Was 
not this a ‘* hard saying ’’? Did Jesus mean that they needed 
more love, or riper love ? 

6. The Purpose of this Conversation. (9.) What was to 
be the effect of these words upon the disciples? Can we not 
distinguish several results ? 

7. The Reason for the Passion. (10.) What does Jesus 
repudiate and claim in verows svn 31 4 
IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 

(For general discussion under the direction of the leader.} 


”? was a 


The remark of Jesus, ‘the hath nothing in me, 
‘*notable assertion of sinlessness.’’? Over the pure heart of 
Christ Satan had no power. 

The thought-compelling word of Jesus in this lesson is his 
expressed desire for inéelligent love, which rejoices at the 
right thing, sees facts in their true proportions. 

A peace such as Jesus had is often the result of struggle, 
conflict. 

Yale University. 
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Teaching Hints 


By A. F. Schauffler, D.D, 
Jesus Appointing his Successor 


Yet to 

them he was about to commit the conquering of the 
world for Christ. And who were they to whom was to be 
entrusted this gigantic enterprise ? 


EFORE long Jesus was to leave his disciples. 


Plain and ignorant fisher- 
men, and men from the most humble walks of society. Such 
a task as this was utterly beyond their power. With Jesus in 
their midst, they might have some hope of accomplishing it. 
But without him, and left to themselves, there was nothing 
but failure in store for them. This is the reason why he spoke 
He was about to leave them. But 
they were not to be left alone. In his place One was to come 
who would enable them to carry out this world-wide commis- 
sion. Jesus calls this one the Comforter. 
these days, the Holy Spirit. 
their irresistible power. 


as he did in this lesson. 


We call him, in 
It was he who gave to the twelve 
It is he who to this day gives to his 
Church all the power that it has. This being the case, we 
may well use the time to-day in seeing who and what this 
Comforter is. 

The Bible teaches us that this Comforter (or Holy Spirit, as 
we will call him) is a person. Christ speaks of the Spirit 
thus, and says, ‘‘I will send him,’’ ‘‘ He will reprove the 
world of sin,’’ ‘* He, the Spirit of truth,”’ 
‘* Whatsoever he shall hear that shall he speak.’ 


**He will guide 
you,’’ 
These and many other passages show that the Holy Spirit is 
not (as some wrongly teach) a mere ‘‘ influence.’ He is as 
much a person as was Jesus himself. So when Jesus left this 
world he sent in his place one to guide the apostles, and to 
guide all believers, so that they should not be left to their own 
ignorance or fallible plans. 


What was this Holy Spirit to do? Part of his office work 


is to give believers power to awaken sinners. Men are by 
nature dead in sin, and his work is to arouse them, through 
Spirit-filled believers, from this spiritual death, and cause them 
to feel the enormity of their sins against God. One of the first 
signs that a man is awakening to spiritual life is that he begins 
to be anxious about his guilt, and to cry out, ‘‘ What must I 
do to be saved ?”’ 
when their consciences prick them for their evil deeds, it is only 
because the Holy Spirit is at work for their good. 

This Spirit has it also for his office work to lead men into 
the truth. What we need for our right guidance is truth, 
This he gives to us, so that we now see things in their right 
relationship. We are thus delivered from the decgptions that 
Satan has caused in our hearts, and are made free by this truth 
that the Spirit of God reveals to us. 

The Spirit furthermore cultivates in us fruits of his own, 
For a list of these, see Galatians 5 : 22,23. They are “ love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance.’’ All these are traits of character such as 
the Master himself had, and, if we are to be like him, they 5 
must be found in us. The Holy Spirit alone can cause them 
to grow in our hearts. If the ‘‘ mind of Christ ’’ is to be in 
us, it must be imparted by the Spirit of Christ. This is why 
he sends him. 

In fact, our whole spiritual life depends as much on the 
work of the Holy Spirit as our bodily lives depend on the air 
that we breathe. Now, since this is so, what shall we say 
about men who ‘“‘ grieve ’’ the Holy Spirit? Or what shall 
we think of those who go farther, and ‘‘ resist ’’ him ? or those 
others who go still farther, and ‘‘ quench’’ him? What are 
they doing but committing spiritual suicide? On him they 
must depend for all that is precious in things eternal, and yet 
they treat him as though he were, not their best friend, but 
their worst enemy. 


Let our scholars understand well that, 


New York City. 
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Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


HERE did Jesus and his disciples eat the passover sup- 

per together? How did Jesus teach them a lesson of 
humility? Why were they in such sorrow? What were 
some of the words Jesus said about their heart trouble ? 
What did he say about believing in God the Father? What 


promise did he ginetothace wha nray in the name of the San ? 
Jesus was going away, and his last words were precious, He 
had talked much of the love of the Father and of the Son to 
each other. He had given every proof of his love to his 
friends, and the disciple who loved him most recorded his 
words of devotion, —for John, with his earnest spiritual nature, 
shared his Master’s spirit. It was in John’s old age that he 
wrote this Gospel, but the words spoken in the upper room, 
where his head rested on his Saviour’s breast, were never for- 
gotten. The words and example of Jesus had become a part 
of his life, as it should be with every disciple now. 

**Tf ye Love me.’’—Niave you observed in these chapters 
how often Jesus used the little word ‘**f’’?? Here it is a 
question of obedience to his commands. The Revised Ver- 
sion gives the fuller meaning : ‘‘ If ye love me, ye will keep 
my commandments,’’ Is it not easier for a child to obey 
through love than fear? 
whom you love, by doing as they want you to do? 


Do you not love to please those 
So Jesus 
said, ‘‘ He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me.’’ And also he said, ** He that loveth 
me not, keepeth not my words.’’ Father and Son both love 
the world with pitying compassion, but have a special love for 
those who believe in Christ and God; for Jesus said of any 
one who obeyed his words that he loved him, and he and his 
Father would come and abide with him, hold communion 
with him. 

Another Comforter.—Jesus said he would pray the Father, 
Did they need 
He who had been all in all to them said he would 


and he would give them another Comforter. 
comfort ? 
not leave them desolate, orphans, he would send a Com- 
forter, an advocate, to defend them. Jesus called the prom- 
ised Comforter the Spirit of truth, that should be with them 
forever ; forhe would abide inthem. Yet a little while Jesus 
said he would be gone, the world would see him no more, 
but they should see and know this Spirit, which would mani- 
fest himself to them, but not to the world. Judas, not Iscariot 
the traitor, who had gone out into the night, but the disciple, 
brother of James, asked Jesus, ‘‘ What is come to pass that 
thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?’ 
It was then Jesus told them that to those who truly loved him, 
and remembered his words to keep and obey them, the 
All 
this Jesus taught while the disciples could hear his voice, see 
his face, reply to him, or ask him questions, when they chose. 
Jesus was preparing them for his going, and said that, if they 
loved him, they ought to have rejxiced because he was going 
to the Father. 
vision blinded by human tears when our loved ones are leaving 
us for the better life beyond, we are not so faith-filled as to real- 
ize their blessedness. We may be meekly resignec, but who 


Father and Son would come and dwell in their hearts. 


In their blind faith, as we are yet, our soul- 
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is brave and unselfish enough to rejoice because they go unto 
the Father ? 

The toly Spirit. 
Holy Ghost, was the promised Comforter, and Jesus told his 


The third person in the Godhead, the 


disciples of his coming, and what he would do for them, He 
will be with you forever, he will abide, dwell, with you, be in 
you, It was not a spirit, an influence which should come 
and go, but a constant presence so near and dear that Jesus 
compared it to the close relation of Father and Son, ‘* I am in 
my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.’’ The Holy Spirit is 
a teacher. Jesus promised, “ He shall teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you,’’ 
Many of Jesus’ words were not understood until, after his death, 
the Spirit brought them to mind, and made their meaning plain. 
Jesus said, ‘* 1 send the promise of my Father upon you, the 
Spirit of truth, and he will guide you into all truth.’? The 
Spirit is a guide, not only to bring to mind all they had heard, 
but to show how and where to be witnesses of Christ’s life 
and work. So, after Jesus had gone to his Father, Philip the 
evangelist was moved by the Spirit to cross the desert and 
preach the gospel to the traveling officer from Ethiopia, 
who was reading the Scripture, and needed some one to ex- 
plain it. No false doctrine, no perverted truth or forced 
meaning, will ever be given by the Holy Spirit, for he will 
guide into all truth. Through the Spirit is promised the gift of 
peace, which Jesus said should be given not as the world giveth. 
In peace Paul and Silas rejoiced, and sang praises in prison, 
So Peter and John were fearless when officers arrested and 
questioned them, for their Master had told them that in such 
a time words should be given them what to speak. In later 
days the apostles could say, ‘* The love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given to us.’’ 
They were to receive power from on high. Teachers may prefer 
to omit much of the foregoing, and describe the day of Pente- 
cost, which some scholars might be able to do. Paul’s words 
of benediction to the early Christians always recognized the 
Holy Spirit: ‘* The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with 
you all,’ 
Louisville, Ky. 
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Hints for the Primary Teacher 


By Julia E. Peck 


HERE 1s the beginning, for the primary class, of the 

story of the life of Christ? ‘*At the account of his 
birth and the visit of the wise men,’’ say primary teachers. 
Not necessarily, We began our year’s course seemingly in the 
midst of the story. The children began their study with the cli- 
max of their hero’s attainment, and filled in details gradually, 
Their attention caught by striking incident, they reach out for 
more, to complete their mental picture, asking, ‘* What did 
he do next ?’’ ** What did he do when he was a boy?”’ A 
supplementary lesson presupposes something to supplement. 
First the children learn to love their hero for what he is 
and does, and, last of all, they absorb what he says, drink- 
ing in his words as flowers drink in the dews of heaven, 
This is the way we would have them learn Christ their Sa- 
viour, The children must long to hear him speak before they 
will listen to him or remember his words. They must first 
love him for what he is, and for what he does, before they will 
eagerly drink in his words, To-day’s lesson is made up, 
unless we introduce a concrete setting, of the sayings of 
Jesus, 

Taking a hint on method from our secular sisters, we sur- 
prise the children by allowing them to find hanging in their 
class-room a large picture of Jesus blessing little children 
(illustrating Mark Io : 13, 14). 

** Who is this man with the beautiful kind face?’ ‘* Who 


** Ts the man 


are all these children ?’’ -** Is it a true story ? 


alive now?’ These questions are asked as the children 


press close for a nearer view. Have a care for near-sighted 
members. 
Sit down and 


That picture is ours. It has come to stay. 


hear about it. Tne man 
Jesus, the Comforter. He wants the children in his arms, 
Those men with scowling faces are saying, ‘* Take those 
children away; they interrupt.’’ But Jesus holds out his 
arms, and the children press around him. They climb into 
his arms, and, as you see, one chubby boy holds out his flow- 
ers to Jesus. They draw closer and closer in spite of the 
scowling faces of those men whv want them sent away. 

hears the kind 
Nearer to whom ? 


Here is another picture. A blind man 
voice, draws nearer for comfort and help. 
He wants to see the face of the glorious Comforter and feel 
the touch which has opened blind eyes to the light of the sun, 

When the disciples learn that children are to be helped 
and comforted, the blind and lame to be cured, and the poor 
are to have Christ preached to them, it is time for Jesus to 
leave them, and go home to heaven. Yof saw those scowling 


faces in the picture ? Think of those very faces as anxious and 


troubled now. They are learning not to frown upon chil- 


dren, but to look with kindness upon all whom Christ loved, 


| 


and for whom he would soon give his life. 





they are to be left, but not comfortless. 


danger. 


move, 


Jesus, 


with the beautiful kind face is 


ii gm, 


i Ze, 
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Jesus is telling them the way of his going home, and that 
Jesus is telling them 


that they will be cruelly treated because they love him and 
teach men to love him. 


Soon after this, as you~will hear, Peter, promising great 


things for his Master, was cowardly, and told lies to escape 


before he would 
All were more or less afraid just at first. 


Thomas questioned doubtfully 


**I go away from you, but I do not leave you alone,’’ said 
Alone, without Jesus in sight and hearing, their life 
would have been lonely indeed. Now Jesus gives them the 
promise that they are to be filled with his Spirit. It is as if 
their bodies were -houses in which Christ dwelt, using hands, 
feet, eyes, thoughts, words, and urging them on to the bravest 
deeds the world has ever known. 

When Jesus went home, the Spirit of their Master was with 
them. They opened wide the doors and windows of their 
souls to give him room, This is what happened; The dis- 
ciples were as brave as those Old Testament heroes named in 
a Bible chapter (Heb. 11), which says they were ‘‘ stoned,’’ 
‘* imprisoned ’’ (using vs. 33-38), of whom the world was not 
worthy. Like those heroes of old, they chose to endure hardship 
for their Lord, because the promised Comforter, the Spirit of 


truth, lived within them. 
Northampton, Mass. 
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A Supplemental Question Course 


In and Out of the Lesson 
By John B. Smith 


Editor's Note.—How shall we teach the average Sunday-school 
scholar the outline facts of Bible history, biography, and make- 
up, of which he has often proved himself to be in ignorance? It 
is as a contribution toward the solution of this problem that this 
series of weekly question exercises is offered, which began with 
the first lesson of the second quarter. 

The questions are not intended to be a “‘ prepared "’ exercise 
except by the superintendent. To the scholars let them come, if 
possible, as a surprise. The superintendent needs to study the 
questions till he is familiar with their form and order, and sees 
the reason for both. If he changes either, he should know why. 
The questions will sometimes be long. in order to give informa- 
tion or to avoid misinterpretation. he answer will never be 
long, unless a recitation is called for. The ideal is, no ambiguity 
in the question, that there may be no confusion or delay in the 
answer. The exercises will be planned to occupy only from two 
to five minutes. The questions should be asked quite rapidly, 
and ordinarily to the whole school or class, for answers in con- 
cert. 

The plan is to ask few or no questions that some in the school 
will not be able to answer, and to ask only a few advance ques- 
tions every Sunday ; then to cause ne many to poses oe 7 
mati i i r ssessed of it, an 
made by Tepeaped reviews fow, = - PB <p emr possession. 
Ordinarily, only a question or two will be given to the lesson of 
the day, or to the other lessons of the International course, but 
enough to unify the whole work of the school. 

It may be added that parts of this question course might also 
be used with good effect at the teachers'-meeting, for this kind of 
drill is no less valuable to the teacher than to the pupil. 


HAT day of the month is this ? 

How many more Sundays are there in April? How 
many lessons have we had before this in April ? 

Then let us give to-day to a review of the four lessons we 
have had this month, We have studied of a family of one 
brother and two sisters. Name of the brother ? 

Name of the sister who was cumbered with much serving ? 
Name of the sister who had chosen the good part? 

Name of the village where they lived ? 

Title of the lesson that tells of a resurrection? Golden 
Text? 

Name or title of the lesson that tells of a supper at which 
one sat at the table who had been dead? At whose house 
was it? 

Who served ? 

Who honored Jesus and showed her gratitude at great ex- 
pense ? 

Who grumbled about it? At what price did he inventory 
the ointment ? 

What is the Golden Text? 

Who washed his disciples’ feet? Who objected to his 
Master’s doing him such a service ? 

Title of the lesson? Golden Text? Last verse of the lesson ? 

Golden Text? First 
Isn’t that a 


Title of the lesson of last Sunday ? 
verse of the lesson? Last verse of the lesson ? 
friend worth having ? 

Title of the lesson of to-day ? 


Berlin, Conn. 


Golden Text ? 
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The Superintendent’s Review 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 
ANOTHER 

| COMFORTER 

HELP 


| TO HOLD US 


TEACH 





See - —— —_ _/ 





Insert ‘* help,’’ ‘* hold,’’ ‘‘ teach,’’ as reached. 
When your teacher has to be absent from her class, if she 
is a thoughtful teacher, she sends a substitute to take her 





place. 
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So does the pastor when he must be away. But we 
would rather hear the familiar voice,—wouldn’t we ? 

Now Jesus was trying to be a comforter to his disciples. 

They were beginning to realize that he was going. What 
should they do without him? When they should hear his 
voice no more, who would comfort them then ? 
* What did Jesus promise to send them? (Point to board.) 
Who? Is the Holy Spirit God? How long would he stay ? 
Forever !—then he is here now. Yes; the Spirit is sent to 
us too, 

Let us see what Jesus says the Spirit will do when he comes. 
First, he comes to e/p us. 
the Spirit takes his place. 
supply. 

Then he will 4o/d us. 


and trying to make others sin, 


Jesus was the great helper, and 
Whatever we really need he will 


All around us is the world, sinning, 
The world does not know 
Jesus, and, of course, it does not know the Spirit. Now this 
great Helper or Comforter or Advocate comes and helps us 
to drive the world out of our hearts, and then holds us firm, 
**kept by the power of God ’’ against the temptations, What 
was it that made Peter and the rest so bold on the day of 
Pentecost? The Spirit held them, and they did their duty. 
But he is here to /each us, too, 
Christ, and teaches them to us, Do you always learn and 
understand what your teacher goes over once? Well, this 
Comiorter takes the old Bible as we read and study, and shows 
us new meanings and new lessons in it every day, —if we study 
Little by little he teaches us all the truth that 
And when we are 


He takes up the words of 


every day. 
God wants us to know here about himself. 
ready, we are promoted into the senior class —up there; and 
then we shall see our Lord, and hear him, * as he is.’’ 


Trenton, N. J. 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


**Come, Holy Spirit, come."’ Psalm 68 : 18-20. 
‘** Blest Comforter divine."’ 

**To thee, O Comforter divine.”’ 

‘* Oh, spread the tidings round." 
‘Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove.’ 
** Holy Spirit, faithful Guide."’ 

‘* My heart that was heavy and sad."’ 

‘* There comes to my heart one sweet strain,’ 


Psalm 119 : 1-8. 
° Psalm 27 : 1, 4-6. 
Psalm 51 : 6-13. 


Psalm 65 : 1-5. 
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Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 


For the Teacher 


EVIEW.—What did we learn in our last lesson about 
heaven? About the way there? about how to see God ? 
about prayer ? 
2. THE COMFORTER (vs. 
stances were the words of our lesson spoken ? 


15-17).—Under what circum- 
What is it to 
What is the connection 
Why did not the Comforter 
Why did he not 
How only is the Holy Spirit 
** another ’’ comforter than Christ ? 


**keep’’ Christ’s commandments ? 
between love and obedience ? 
come without men’s obedience to Christ ? 
come without Christ’s prayer ? 
How is he a comforter ? 
What more than a comforter is he ? (Rev. Ver., margin ; John 
16; 8-11.) What was the chief respect in which the Com- 
forter differed from Christ ? (v. 16.) 
the Spirit *‘of truth’? 
Why cannot *‘the world ’’ receive the Spirit ? 


Why is the Spirit called 
What is meant by ‘‘the world ’’? 
How does the 
Spirit, dwelling within a Christian, manifest himself ? 

3. OBEDIENCE AND LOVE (vs. 18-21).—How would Christ's 
death leave his disciples ‘‘orphans’’ (Rev. Ver., margin) ? 
And 
Why may we be sure that Christ is 
** At that 
How was Christ in the Father? In 


How, for a few days after his death, did they see him ? 
how for all their lives ? 


a? 
g: 


day ’’—at what day ? 


livir 


How does his life argue our immortality ? 
what sense are we in Christ? How do love and obedience 
depend on each other ? . 

4. His PRESENCE (vs, 22-24).—How did what Christ had 
been saying of his manifestation differ from the Jewish idea 
of the Messiah ? 
self to the world at large ? 

5. THE TEACHER (vs,.25,26).—Why may we be sure that 


Christ disclosed these mysteries to his disciples as fully as was 


Why is it that Christ cannot manifest him- 


then possible ?. Why was it possible for the Holy Spirit later 


to disclose them more fully? What is one conspicuous way 
in which the Spirit brought things to their remembrance ? 
How far are the promises of verse 26 available for us ? 

6. His Peace (v. 27).—How do these closing words of 
Christ’s ministry compare with the angels’ song at his birth ? 
What kind of peace does Christ give? How does it differ 
from the peace the world gives ? 


For the Superintendent 


1. What promise did Christ make to his disciples ? (Golden 
3. What other name did 
Christ give the Holy Spirit ?—‘‘the Spirit of—’’? 4. What 
two things must the disciples do if they would have the Com- 


Text.) 2. Who is this Comforter ? 

















= The Comforter, ... 


April 15, 1899 


forter dwell with them? 5. What, in a word, did Christ say 
he would leave with them? 
Boston, Mass. 
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Questions to be Answered in Writing 


These questions are given also in The Scholars’ Magazine, where blank 
space is allowed for the written answers. Send two-cent stamp for speci- 
men copy to John D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


1. How ought we to show love for Jesus? 2. How did 
Jesus prove that we shall live after death? 3. What may we 
gain by the help of the Holy Spirit? 4. How may we be 
kept from trouble and fear ? 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By Dr. William Wright 


” H* SHALL GIVE you ANOTHER COMFORTER, THAT HE 
May ABIDE WITH YOU ForREvER.’’—The word 
** comforter ’’ does not convey to our minds the meaning of the 
original word which it is intended to translate. The Greek is 
paracilete, some one called to one’s side to assist him, or plead 
his cause, especially in a court of justice, hence ‘‘ advocate.’’ 
There is no office better known in Oriental lands, or to which 
there is more constant resort, than that of paraclete. No 
one would ever think of asking for a wife for himself. He 
must always have a go-between to plead his cause and recount 
his excellences. I was paraclete hundreds of times for my 
poor oppressed Syrians. When they wished their cause to 
be laid plausibly before those over them in authority, they 
used to approach me through some intermediary who, they 
elieved, had influence with me. Many a time I was urged to 
sist the people in shady transactions, but often they came to 
je when cruelly wronged, and I was glad to aid them. There 
as always much difficulty in getting from the people a clear 
ind straightforward statement; and it was no easy matter to 
onstruct a simple narrative out of the tortuous and passionate 
eadings of the poor illiterate folk, and my business was to 
t hold of the facts, and place them dispassionately before 
e authorities, supported by any evidence I could obtain, and 
y all the authority I could bring to bear on the question. 
sus had been Paraclete to his followers, and would still re- 
ain their mediator between them and the Father ; but as he 
as going away, he would send another Paraclete, who would 
e his place with them, aid them in adjusting their minds to 
ritual truth, and so bring their cause to him, and through 
in a manner acceptable to God. 
Christ thus takes the common function of advocate known to 
ery Oriental, and, by means of it, teaches them the work of 
Holy Spirit, who should remain with them, an abiding 
ht, making the way clear through all the tangled maze of 
hly existence. It should also be aoted that the word 
omforter ’’ has lost much of its robust force in the lapse of 
s. It has now a sort of luxurious, easy-chair significance ; 
in the days of John Wycliffe it had its literal meaning, — 
fortis, ‘* strengthener.’’ 
London, England, 
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Lesson Plan 
Topic: Announcing the Comforter 
Analysis 


I. THE COMFORTING SPIRIT (vS.15-17, 25, 26). 
1. For Obedient Pollowers : 
Ye will keep my commandments (15). 
If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know ( John 7 : 17). 
The Holy Ghost, .. . given to them that obey him (Acts 5 : 32). 
2. Through Christ’s Intercession : 
/ will pray the Father (16). 
I pray for them ( John 17 : 9). 
Who also maketh intercession for us (Rom. 8 : 34). 
3- From the Father: 
The Father... shall give you another Comforter (16). 
The Comforter. . . from the Father ( John 15 : 26). 
‘The Holy Ghost, . . . which ye have from God (1 Cor. 6: 19). 
- In Exalted Form: 
Another Comforter, ... even the Spirit of truth (16, 17). 
even the Spirit of truth ( John 15 : 26). 
The Spirit of truth . . ..shall guide you ( John 16: 13). 
s- With Limited Recognition : 
The world... beholdeth him not, neither knoweth him (17). 
The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit (1 Cor. 
2:14). 
Sensual, having not the Spirit (Jude 19). 
6. With Positive Recognition : 
Ye know him; for he abideth with you (17). 
The Spirit of God dwelleth in you (1 Cor. 3 : 16). 
The Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us (2 Tim. 1 : 14). 
7- With Teaching Power : 
He shall teach you all things (26). 
Unto us God revealed them through the Spirit (1 Cor. 2: 10). 
His anointing teacheth you . . . all things (1 John 2: 27). 
8. With Stimulating Power: 
He shall... bring to your remembrance all that I said (26). 


And they remembered his words (Luke 24 : 8). 
He shall take of mine, and shall declare it ( John 16 : 14). 
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Il, THE COMFORTING CHRIST (vs. 18-24, 27). 

1. Assuring Return: 

1 will not leave you desolate: J come unto you (18). 
I come again, and will receive you unto myself ( John 14: 3). 
I said, .. . I go away, and I come unto you ( John 14: 28). 
2. Assuring Life: ‘ ” 

Because I live, ye shall live also (19). 
Much more . . . shall we be saved by his life (Rom. 5 : 10). 
They lived, and reigned with Christ (Rev. 20 : 4). 
3- Assuring Fellowship: 

fam in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you (20). 
Abide in me, and I in you ( John 15 : 4). 
Thou... in me, and I in thee, ... they.. 
4- Assuring Love: ' 

He... shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him (21). 
Having loved his own, ... he loved them unto the end ( John 


. in us ( John 17: 21). 


E32 : &). 
The Father... loveth you, because ye have loved me ( John 16: 
27). 
8- Assuring Continuance : 
We will... make cur abode with him (23). 
God said, I will dwell in them (2 Cor. 6: 16). 
I will come in to him, and will sup with him (Rev. 3 : 20). 
6. Bestowing Peace: 
Peace 1 leave with you (27). 
He... saith unto them, Peace be unto you (Luke 24 : 36). 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts (Col. 3 : 15). 
7. Dispelling Fear : 
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be fearful (27). 
Fear not, little flock (Luke 12 : 32). 
God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness (2 Tim. 1 : 7). 
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International Home Readings 
MON.—John 14: 15-27. 
. TuES.—John 15 : 17-27. 
WED.—John 16: 1-15. The Spirit of truth. 
THURS.—1 Cor. 2:916. The Revealer. 
FRI.—Rom. 8 : 12-17, 26-28. Led by the Spirit. 
SAT.—J oel 2 : 23-32. ‘The prophecy. 
SuUN.—Acts 2: 1-13. The Spirit given. 


The Comforter promised. 
To testify of Christ. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the International Bible 
Reading Association.) . 
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Quarterly Lesson Plan 


Second Quarter, 1899 
TOPIC FOR THE QUARTER : Christ Manifectine bi nen. 
GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: This is a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of ald acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.—t Tim. 1 : 15. 


Lesson Calendar 


x. April 2.—The Raising of Lazarus. .....+.... John 11: 32-45 
2. April 9.—The Anointing in Bethany. ........+-. John 12: 1-11 
3. April 16.—Jesus Teaching Humility. ......... Jobn 13: 1-17 
4. April 23.—Jesus, the Way and the Truth and the Life . . John 14: 1-74 
5. April 30.—The Comforter Promised. ... . - John 14: 15-27 
6. May 7.—The Vine and the Branches, . .......-. John 15: 1-11 
7. May 14.—Christ Betrayed and Arrested ........ John 18: 1-24 
8. May 21.—Christ before the High Priest ........ John 18: 15-27 
9. May 28.—Christ before Pilate. ....... + +. « « John 18: 28-40 
zo. June 4.—Christ Crucified... 2... 2... eee + . « John 19: 17-30 
ss. Jume sz.—Christ Risem. 2... 1 2 ce tee eee John 20: 11-20 
12. June 18.—The New Life in Christ. . 2... 2... wees Col. 3: 1-15 


13. June 25.—Review. 
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Gooks and Writers 


Once More as to the American 
Revised Bible 


HERE is sufficient interest in the subject of the 
Revised Bible, with the preferences of the Ameri- 
can Revisers incorporated in the text, to justify the ex- 
tended space given to it from time to time in these pages. 
The formal statements by the representatives of the Uni- 
versity Presses having called out statements by Professors 
Mead and Thayer, a letter of explanation comes, as 
follows, partly by mail and partly by cable, from Mr. 
Henry Frowde, of London. 


AMEN CORNER, LONDON, E. C. 


March 23, 1899. 
My DEAR Sir: 


My attention has been called to the letter of Pro- 
fessor C. M. Mead, appearing in your issue of March 11 last, and 
to your remarks thereon. 

As it is the desire of the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge 
that their position should be made perfectly clear to the American 
public, I will do my best to remove Professor Mead's misunder- 
standing of it. 

1. Against the statement of the Universities that they were un- 
aware that the survivors of the American Revision Committee 
were planning and working at a revision of the Revised Version, 
Professor Mead writes that in June, 1897, ‘‘ representatives of the 
Oxford Press made application to the American Revision Com- 
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mittee for the privilege of publishing the edition of the Revised 
Version which the American Revisers were understood to be pre- 
paring for the press.'’ The only application that was made, was 
made by me, or under my direction ; and in making it I was under 
the belief that the survivors of the Committee contemplated, not 
a new revision, but an edition of the Revised Version as finally 
settled in 1881 and 1885, only with the American preferences (as 
recorded by the American Committee in the Appendices of the 
Revised Version) incorporated into the text ; exactly, in fact, such 
an edition as the University Presses have now published. My 
application was a request that power might be reserved to grant to 
Oxford authority or license to publish editions on royalty or 
otherwise. In reply, | was informed “that the copyright of the 
forthcoming book had been lodged with Messrs. Nelson,—a firm 
which had already printed and published the Revised Version in 
face of the discouragement by the American Revisers under their 
Agreement of all issues, except those of the University Presses, 
for the period of fourteen years from 1885. But I was not in- 
formed, nor had the Presses any reason to suspect, that the sur- 
vivors of the American Committee were revising, or intended to 
revise, the Revised Version of 1881 and 1885. That information 
has come to us through the official statement of December 10, 
1898, after the publication of the Presses’ edition on November 10 
last. 

2. The memorandum of the Presses says that ‘‘ at the time that 
the Agreement was made (1877), the Universities were informed 
that the American Committee was not incorporated, and would 
dissolve as soon as the Revision was completed.'' Professor 
Mead writes that this information (1) cannot have come from the 
Revisers, and (2) need not have been mentioned by the Presses, 
as they learnt in 1887—ten years later—that it was incorrect. As 
to (1), I need only say that the information was conveyed (in the 
words used above) by a letier addressed by the late Dr. Schaff, 
the president of the American Committee, to Dr. Cartmell, the 
chairman of the Syndics of the Cambridge University Press, under 
date June 29, 1877). As to (2), the information thus conveyed has 
been now mentioned (I conceive) by the Présses as an indication 
of the character of the understanding under which the co-opera- 
tion of the Revisers and the Presses was arranged. ‘That it cor- 
rectly described the settled purpose of the Revisers is shown by 
the preamble of the Agreement accepted and ratified by the 
American Committee on September 28, 1§77,—‘' the primary ob- 
ject of the American Committee and the two English companies 
is assumed to be to obtain one and the same revision of the pres- 
ent English Authorized Version,’’—as well as by the language in 
which the Committee in 1884 spoke of ‘ the close of its labors”’ 
(*‘ Historical Account,’' Scribner, 1885, pp. 1 and 56), and the 
devotion of any balance to be left in its treasury ‘‘ to some benevo- 
lent object connected with Bible revision or Bible distribution” 


mon understanding of 1877 is not “ corrected, " as Professor 
Mead assumes, by the discovery (mentioned in the memorandum) 
that ten years later the survivors of the Committee were in fact 
sufficiently organized to ask the University Presses to do what 
they have now done. 

Will you allow me, in conclusion, to deprecate the opposition 
The University 
Presses sell the Revised Version in America, not as the English 


in this matter of ‘‘ English '’ and “* American "’ ? 


Version, but as the product of the joint labors of the English and 
American Revisers, committed by them ‘‘ to the English-speaking 
world"’ (‘' Historical Account,"’ p. 56). ‘The Press which I repre- 
sent is formally naturalized in America ; but, as the custodians of 
the common Bible, the English Presses have a more substantial 
claim to be regarded as not alien in America. 
Yours faithfully, 
HENRY FROWDE. 
The Fditor The Sunday School Times, 
Philadelphia. 


After writing the above, Mr. Frowde read the letter in 
these columns from Professor Thayer, and promptly 
sent the following addition to his communication by 
cable : 

LONDON, April 4, 1899. 

The American Revised Bible claims to be, and is, the Revised 
Version as set forth in 1881 and 1885 by the English and American 
Revisers jointly, with the readings for which the American Re- 
visers expressed preference in 1881 and 1885, now incorporated in 
the text. In the incorporation great pains have been taken to 
literally obey the directions of the American Revisers of 1881 and 
1885, and, in complaining that in the words of the Preface “ it has 
been thought permissible to extend—to the New Testament—the 
rules drawn up for the Old Testament, ‘‘ Professor Thayer omits 
to mention that the rules so extended are stated in the Preface to 
refer to the removal of archaisms ; in his letter to you, Professor 
‘Thayer does not contest the claims of the published book to be 
what it professes to be, but asserts that the Presses, in publishing it, 
have set aside an arrangement of their own devising [in] the seventh 
clause of the agreement of 1877, as recently printed in your col- 
umns, as part of the memorandum signed by the two Vice-Chan- 
cellors. It precludes the American Revisers from publishing 
‘editions of their own for fourteen years."’ Neither it nor any 
other engagement precludes or precluded the Presses from pub- 
lishing what they have published. But, says Professor Thayer, 
‘*whatever may be the legal rights in the case,"’ the Presses have 
acted without consultation with the surviving American Revisers. 
The explanation is that, in 1897, hearing indirectly that Professor 
Thayer and other Revisers desired to incorporate the American 
preferences of 1881 and 1885 in the text of an edition of the Re- 
vised Version, I applied to him, and learnt that the ‘“ copyright 
of the forthcoming work had been lodged "' with Messrs. Nelson, 
the negotiations having been begun without any intimation to the 
Presses. ‘The answer was taken to show that the surviving Re- 
visers had not longer the power, if they had the wish, to co-operate 
with the Presses. It was not until after the receipt of the answer 
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is brave and unselfish enough to rejoice because they go unto 
the Father ? 

The Holy Spirit. 
Holy Ghost, was the promised Comforter, and Jesus told his 


The third person in the Godhead, the 


disciples of his coming, and what he would do for them, He 
will be with you forever, he will abide, dwell, with you, be in 
you. It was not a spirit, an influence which should come 
and go, but a constant presence so near and dear that Jesus 
compared it to the close relation of Father and Son, ‘*I am in 
my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.’’ The Holy Spirit is 
a teacher, Jesus promised, “ He shall teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you,”’ 
Many of Jeses’ words were not understood until, after his death, 
the Spirit brought them to mind, and made their meaning plain. 
Jesus said, ‘* 1 send the promise of my Father upon you, the 
The 


Spirit is a guide, not only to bring to mind all they had heard, 


Spirit of truth, and he will guide you into all truth.’ 


but to show how and where to be witnesses of Christ’s life 
and work, So, after Jesus had gone to his Father, Philip the 
evangelist was moved by the Spirit to cross the desert and 
preach the gospel to the traveling officer from Ethiopia, 
who was reading the Scripture, and needed some one to ex- 
plain it. No false doctrine, no perverted truth or forced 
meaning, will ever be given by the Holy Spirit, for he will 
guide into all truth, Through the Spirit is promised the gift of 
peace, which Jesus said should be given not.as the world giveth. 
In peace Paul and Silas rejoiced, and sang praises in prison. 
So Peter and John were fearless when officers arrested and 
questioned them, for their Master had told them that in such 
a time words should be given them what to speak, In later 
days the apostles could say, ‘* The love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given to us,’ 
They were to receive power from on high. Teachers may prefer 
to omit much of the foregoing, and describe the day of Pente- 
cost, which some scholars might be able to do, Paul’s words 
of benediction to the early Christians always recognized the 
Holy Spirit: ‘* The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with 
you all,’’ 
Louisville, Ay. 
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Hints for the Primary Teacher 


By Julia E. Peck 


HEKE 1s the beginning, for the primary class, of the 
story of the life of Christ? 
birth and the visit of the wise men,’’ 


**At the account of his 
say primary teachers. 
Not necessarily, We began our year’s course seemingly in the 
midst of the story. The children began their study with the cli- 
max of their hero’s attainment, and filled in details gradually. 
Their attention caught by striking incident, they reach out for 
more, to complete their mental picture, asking, ** What did 


he do next?’’ ** What did he do when he was a_ boy ? A 
supplementary lesson presupposes something to supplement. 
First the children learn to love their hero for what he is 
and does, and, last of all, they absorb what he says, drink- 
ing in his words as flowers drink in the dews of heaven. 
This is the way we would have them learn Christ their Sa- 
viour, The children must long to hear him speak before they 


will listen to him or remember his words. They must first 
love him for what he is, and for what he does, before they will 
eagerly drink in his words. To-day’s lesson is made up, 
unless we introduce a concrete setting, of the sayings of 
Jesus, 

Taking a hint on method from our secular sisters, we sur- 
prise the children by allowing them to find hanging in their 
class-room a large picture of Jesus blessing little children 
(illustrating Mark Ilo : 13, 14). 

‘** Who is this man with the beautiful kind face ?’’ ‘* Who 


” 


are all these children ?’’ -‘*Is it a true story ?’’ ‘* Is the man 


alive now?’’ These questions are asked as the children 


press close for a nearer view. Have a care for near-sighted 


members. 


That picture is ours. It has come to stay. Sit down and 


hear about it. The man with the beautiful kind face is 


Jesus, the Comforter. He wants the children in his arms, 
Those men with scowling faces are saying, ‘‘ Take those 


Jesus holds out his 


children away; they interrupt.’’ But 
arms, and the children press around him. They climb into 
his arms, and, as you see, one chubby boy holds out his flow- 
ers to Jesus. They draw closer and closer in spite of the 
scowling faces of those men who want them sent away. 


A blind hears the kind 


voice, draws nearer for comfort and help. Nearer to whom ? 


Here is another picture. man 
He wants to see the face of the glorious Comforter and feel 
the touch which has opened blind eyes to the light of the sun, 

When the disciples learn that children are to be helped 
and comforted, the blind and lame to be cured, and the poor 
are to have Christ preached to them, it is time for Jesus to 
leave them, and go home to heaven. Yof saw those scowling 
faces in the picture? Think of those very faces as anxious and 
troubled now. They are learning not to frown upon chil- 
dren, but to look with kindness upon al! whom Christ loved, 


) and for whom he would soon give his life. 
an g 
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Jesus is telling them the way of his going home, and that 
they are to be left, but not comfortless, Jesus is telling them 
that they will be cruelly treated because they love him and 
teach men to love him. 

Soon after this, as you-will hear, Peter, promising great 
things for his Master, was cowardly, and told lies to escape 
before he would 
All were more or less afraid just at first. 


danger. Thomas questioned doubtfully 


move, 

**I go away from you, but I do not leave you alone,’’ said 
Jesus. Alone, without Jesus in sight and hearing, their life 
would have been lonely indeed. Now Jesus gives them the 
promise that they are to be filled with his Spirit. It is as if 
their bodies were -houses in which Christ dwelt, using hands, 
feet, eyes, thoughts, words, and urging them on to the bravest 
deeds the world has ever known. 

When Jesus went home, the Spirit of their Master was with 
them. They opened wide the doors and windows of their 
This is what happened; The dis- 
ciples were as brave as those Old Testament heroes named in 


souls to give him room, 


a Bible chapter (Heb. 11), which says they were ‘‘stoned,”’ 
‘* imprisoned ’’ (using vs. 33-38), of whom the world was not 
worthy. Like those heroes of old, they chose to endure hardship 
for their Lord, because the promised Comforter, the Spirit of 
truth, lived within them. 


Northampton, Mass. 
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A Supplemental Question Course 


In and Out of the Lesson 
By John B. Smith 


Editor's Note.—How shall we teach the average Sunday-school 
scholar the outline facts of Bible history, biography, and make- 
up, of which he has often proved himself to be in ignorance? It 
is as a contribution toward the solution of this problem that this 
series of weekly question exercises is offered, which began with 
the first lesson of the second quarter. 

The questions are not intended to be a “‘ prepared "' exercise 
except by the superintendent. To the scholars let them come, if 
possible, as a surprise. The superintendent needs to study the 
questions till he is familiar with their form and order, and sees 
the reason for both. If he changes either, he should know why. 
The questions will sometimes be long, in order to give informa- 
tion or to avoid misinterpretation. he answer will never be 
long, unless a recitation is called for. The ideal is, no ambiguity 
in the question, that there may be no confusion or delay in the 
answer. The exercises will be planned to occupy only from two 
to five minutes. The questions should be asked quite rapidly, 
and ordinarily to the whole school or class, for answers in con- 
cert. 

The plan is to ask few or no questions that some in the school 
will not be able to answer, and to ask only a few advance ques- 
tions every Sunday ; then to cause the many to repeat the infor- 
made by Tepeaeed™ by the few, till all are possessed of it, and 
mace by re TEVICW te held all in permanent possession. 
Ordinarily, only a question or two will be given to the lesson of 
the day, or to the other lessons of the International course, but 
enough to unify the whole work of the school. 

It may be added that parts of this question course might also 
be used with good effect at the teachers'-meeting, for this kind of 
drill is no less valuable to the teacher than to the pupil. 


HAT day of the month is this ? 

How many more Sundays are there in April? How 
many lessons have we had before this in April ? 

Then let us give to-day to a review of the four lessons we 
have had this month. We have studied of a family of one 
brother and two sisters. Name of the brother ? 

Name of the sister who was cumbered with much serving ? 
Name of the sister who had chosen the good part? 

Name of the vidlage where they lived ? 

Title of the lesson that tells of 
Text? 


a resurrection? Golden 

Name or title of the lesson that tells of a supper at which 
one sat at the table who had been dead? At whose house 
was it? 

Who served ? 

Who honored Jesus and showed her gratitude at great ex- 
pense ? 

Who grumbled about it? At what price did he inventory 
the ointment ? 

What is the Golden Text? 

Who washed his disciples’ feet? Who objected to his 
Master's doing him such a service ? 
Last verse of the lesson ? 
First 
Isn’t that a 


Golden Text ? 
Title of the lesson of last Sunday ? 


Title of the lesson ? 
Golden Text ? 
verse of the lesson? Last verse of the lesson ? 
friend worth having ? 

Title of the lesson of to-day? Golden Text? 
Berlin, Conn. 
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The Superintendent’s Review 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 


pence canst eile 

| ANOTHER 

| COMFORTER 

| HELP 

TO Ho.to -US 
TEACH 








Insert ‘* hélp,’’ ‘* hold,’’ ‘* teach,’’ as reached. 
When your teacher has to be absent from her class, if she 


is a thoughtful teacher, she sends a substitute to take her 
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place. So does the pastor when he must be away. But we 
would rather hear the familiar voi¢e,—wouldn’t we ? 

Now Jesus was trying to be a comforter to his disciples. 

They were beginning to realize that he was going. What 
should they do without him? When they should hear his 
voice no more, who would comfort them then ? 
* What did Jesus promise to send them? (Point to board.) 
Who? Is the Holy Spirit God? How long would he stay ? 
Forever !—then he is here now. Yes; the Spirit is sent to 
us too. 

Let us see what Jesus says the Spirit will do when he comes. 
First, he comes to fe/p us. Jesus was the great helper, and 
the Spirit takes his place. 
supply. 

Then he will 4o/d us. 
and trying to make others sin, The world does not know 
Jesus, and, of course, it does not know the Spirit. Now this 
great Helper or Comforter or Advocate comes and helps us 


Whatever we really need he will 


All around us is the world, sinning, 


to drive the world out of our hearts, and then holds us firm, 
What 
was it that made Peter and the rest so bold on the day of 
Pentecost? The Spirit held them, and they did their duty. 
But he is here to /each us, too, He takes up the words of 
Christ, and teaches them to us. Do you always learn and 
understand what your teacher goes over once? Well, this 
Comforter takes the old Bible as we read and study, and shows 
us nev meanings and new lessons in it every day, —if we study 
Little by little he teaches us all the truth that 
And when we are 


‘**kept by the power of God ”’ against the temptations, 


every day. 
God wants us to know here about himself. 
ready, we are promoted into the senior class —up there; and 
then we shall see our Lord, and hear him, ‘as he is.’’ 


Trenton, N. /. 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


‘Come, Holy Spirit, come." Psalm 68 : 18-20. 
** Blest Comforter divine."’ 

**To thee, O Comforter divine." Psalm 11g : 1-8. 
‘*Oh, spread the tidings round." 
‘Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove.’ 
** Holy Spirit, faithful Guide."’ 

‘* My heart that was heavy and sad."’ 

‘* There comes to my heart one sweet strain," 


; Psalm 27 : 1, 4-6. 
Psalm 51 : 


Psalm 65 : 1-5. 
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Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 


For the Teacher 


EVIEW.—What did we learn in our last lesson about 
heaven? About the way there? about how to see God ? 
about prayer ? 
2. THE COMFORTER (vs. 
stances were the words of our lesson spoken ? 


15-17).—Under what circum- 
What is it to 
What is the connection 
Why did not the Comforter 
Why did he not 
How only is the Holy Spirit 


‘*keep’’ Christ’s commandments ? 
between love and obedience ? 
come without men’s obedience to Christ ? 
come without Christ’s prayer ? 


’ 


** another ’’ comforter than Christ? How is he a comforter ? 
What more than a comforter is he ? (Rev. Ver., margin ; John 
16: 8-11.) 
forter differed from Christ ? (v. 16.) 
the Spirit ‘of truth’’? 


Why cannot *‘the world ’’ receive the Spirit ? 


What was the chief respect in which the Com- 
Why is the Spirit called 
What is meant by ‘‘ the world ’’ ? 
How does the 
Spirit, dwelling within a Christian, manifest himself ? 

3. OBEDIENCE AND LOVE (vs. 18-21).—How would Christ's 
death leave his disciples ‘‘ orphans’’ (Rev. Ver., margin) ? 
And 
Why may we be sure that Christ is 
** At that 
How was Christ in the Father? In 


How, for a few days after his death, did they see him? 
how for all their lives ? 
living ? How does his life argue our immortality ? 
day ’’—at what day ? 
what sense are we in Christ? How do love and obedience 
depend on each other ? . 

4. His PRESENCE (vs. 22-24).—How did what Christ had 
been saying of his manifestation differ from the Jewish idea 
of the Messiah ? 
self to the world at large ? 

5. THE TEACHER (vs. .25,26).—Why may we be sure that 
Christ disclosed these mysteries to his disciples as fully as was 


Why is it that Christ cannot manifest him- 


then possible ? Why was it possible for the Holy Spirit later 


to disclose them more fully? What is one conspicuous way 
in which the Spirit brought things to their remembrance ? 
How far are the promises of verse 26 available for us ? 

6. His Peace (v. 27).—How do these closing words of 
Christ’s ministry compare with the angels’ song at his birth ? 
What kind of peace does Christ give? How does it differ 


from the peace the world gives ? 


For the Superintendent 


1. What promise did Christ make to his disciples ? (Golden 
Text.) 3. What other name did 
Christ give the Holy Spirit ?—‘‘the Spirit of—’’? 4. What 


2. Who is this Comforter ? 


two things must the disciples do if they would have the Com- 
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forter dwell with them? 5. What, in a word, did Christ say 
he would leave with them ? 
Boston, Mass. 


x 


Questions to be Answered in Writing 


These questions are given also in The Scholars’ Magazine, where blank 
space is allowed for the written answers. Send two-cent stamp for speci- 
men copy to John D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


1. How ought we to show love for Jesus? 2. How did 
Jesus prove that we shall live after death? 3. What may we 
gain by the help of the Holy Spirit? 4. How may we be 
kept from trouble and fear? 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By Dr. William Wright 


stag E SHALL Give you ANOTHER COMFORTER, THAT HE 
May ABIDE WITH you FoREVER.’’—The word 
** comforter ’’ does not convey to our minds the meaning of the 
original word which it is intended to translate. The Greek is 
paraclete, some one called to one’s side to assist him, or plead 
his cause, especially in a court of justice, hence ‘‘ advocate.’’ 
There is no office better known in Oriental lands, or to which 
there is more constant resort, than that of paraclete. No 
one would ever think of asking for a wife for himself. He 
must always have a go-between to plead his cause and recount 
his excellences. I was paraclete hundreds of times for my 
poor oppressed Syrians, When they wished their cause to 
be laid plausibly before those over them in authority, they 
used to approach me through some intermediary who, they 
elieved, had influence with me. Many a time I was urged to 
Ssist the people in shady transactions, but often they came to 
e when cruelly wronged, and I was glad to aid them. There 
as always much difficulty in getting from the people a clear 
nd straightforward statement; and it was no easy matter to 
onstruct a simple narrative out of the tortuous and passionate 
leadings of the poor illiterate folk, and my business was to 
et hold of the facts, and place them dispassionately before 
he authorities, supported by any evidence I could obtain, and 
all the authority I could bring to bear on the question. 
esus had been Paraclete to his followers, and would still re- 
pain their mediator between them and the Father ; but as he 
vas going away, he would send another Paraclete, who would 
take his place with them, aid them in adjusting their minds to 
iritual truth, and so bring their cause to him, and through 
im in a manner acceptable to God. 
Christ thus takes the common function of advocate known to 
ery Oriental, and, by means of it, teaches them the work of 
he Holy Spirit, who should remain with them, an abiding 
ght, making the way clear through all the tangled maze of 
rthly existence. It should also be noted that the word 
comforter ’’ has lost much of its robust force in the lapse of 
ars, It has now a sort of luxurious, easy-chair significance ; 
t, in the days of John Wycliffe it had its literal meaning, — 
on fortis, ** strengthener.’’ 


London, England. 
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Lesson Plan 


Topic: Announcing the Comforter 
Analysis 


I. THE COMFORTING SPIRIT (vS.15-17, 25, 26). 


1. For Obedient Potlowers : 

Ye will keep my commandments (15). 

If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know ( John 7 : 17). 
The Holy Ghost, . . . given to them that obey him (Acts 5 : 32). 
2. Through Christ’s Intercession: 

/ will pray the Father (16). 

I pray for them ( John 17 : 9). 
Who also maketh intercession for us (Rom. 8 : 34). 
3- From the Father: 

The Father... shall give you another Comforter (16). 
The Comforter . . . from the Father ( John 15 : 26). 

The Holy Ghost, . . . which ye have from God (1 Cor. 6: 19). 
4- In Exalted Form: 

Another Comforter, ... even the Spirit of truth (16, 17). 
The Comforter, ... even the Spirit of truth ( John 15 : 26). 
‘The Spirit of truth . . . shall guide you ( John 16 : 13). 

s- With Limited Recognition : 
The world... beholdeth him not, neither knoweth him (17). 
The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit (1 Cor. 
2: 14). 
Sensual, having not the Spirit (Jude 19). 
6. With Pesitive Recognition : 
Ye know him; for he abideth with you (17). 
The Spirit of God dwelleth in you (1 Cor. 3 : 16). 
The Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us (2 Tim. 1 : 14). 
7. With Teaching Power : 

He shall teach you all things (26). 
Unto us God revealed them through the Spirit (1 Cor. 2: 10). 
His anointing teacheth you. . . all things (1 John 2: 27). 
8. With Stimulating Power: 

He shall... bring to you remembrance all that 1 said (26). 


And | remembered hit words ( Luke 24 : 8). 
He shal) take of mine, and shall declare it ( John 16 : 14). 
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II, THE COMFORTING CHRIST (vs. 18-24, 27). 
1. Assuring Return : 

1 will not leave you desolate: I come unto you (18). 

I come again, and will receive you unto myself ( John ry : 3). 
I said, .. . I go away, and I come unto you ( John 14: 28). 
2. Assuring Life: ‘ , 

Because I live, ye shall live also (19). 

Much more. . . shall we be saved by his life (Rom. 5 : 10). 
They lived, and reigned with Christ (Rev. 20 : 4). 
3- Assuring Fellowship: 

lam in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you (20). 

Abide in me, and I in you ( John 15 : 4). 
Thou... in me, and I in thee, ... they... in us ( John 17: 21). 
4- Assuring Love: ’ 

He... shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him (21). 
Having loved his own, ... he loved them unto the end ( John 
The Father, 

27). 
8- Assuring Continuance : 
We will... make our abode with him (23). 
God said, I will dwell in them (2 Cor. 6: 16). 
I will come in to him, and will sup with him (Rev. 3 : 20). 
6. Bestowing Peace: 

Peace lleave with you (27). 

He... saith unto them, Peace be unto you (Luke 24 : 36). 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts (Col. 3 : 15). 
7. Dispelling Fear : 

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be fearful (27). 
Fear not, little flock (Luke 12 : 32). 

God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness (2 Tim. 1 : 7). 
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- . loveth you, because ye have loved me ( John 16: 


International Home Readings 
MON.—John 14 : 15-27. 
° TUES.—John 15 : 17-27. 
WED.—John 16: 1-15. ‘The Spirit of truth. 
THURS.—1 Cor. 2:916. ‘The Revealer. 
FRI.—Rom. 8 : 12-17, 26-28. Led by the Spirit. 
SAT.—J oel 2 : 23-32. ‘The prophecy. 
SUN.—Acts 2: 1-13. The Spirit given. 


The Comforter promised. 
To testify of Christ. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the International Bible 


Reading Association.) . 
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Quarterly Lesson Plan 
Second Quarter, 1899 


TOPIC FOR THE QUARTER : Christ Manifectine bi- ine 


GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: This tis a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 


the world to save sinners.—1 Tim. 1 : 15. 
Lesson Calendar 


x. April 2.—The Raising of Lazarus . 


3. April 16.—Jesus Teaching Humility. ....... 
4. April 23.—Jesus, the Way and the Truth and the Life . 


6. May 7.—The Vine and the Branches, . 
7. May 14.—Christ Betrayed and Arrested . . 


g. May 28.—Christ before Pilate. ....... eos 
ro. June 4.—Christ Crucified... . 


12. June 18.—The New Life in Chris 
13. June 25.—Review. 


xs 2% 


Gooks and Writers 


Once More as to the American 
Revised Bible 


HERE is sufficient interest in the subject of the 
Revised Bible, with the preferences of the Ameri- 

can Revisers incorporated in the text, to justify the ex- 
tended space given to it from time to time in these pages. 
The formal statements by the representatives of the Uni- 
versity Presses having called out statements by Professors 
Mead and Thayer, a letter of explanation comes, as 
follows, partly by mail and partly by cable, from Mr. 


Henry Frowde, of London. 


AMEN CORNER, LONDON, E. C. 


March 23, 1899. 
My DEAR SIR: 


My attention has been called to the letter of Pro- 
fessor C. M. Mead, appearing in your issue of March 11 last, and 


to your remarks thereon. 


As it is the desire of the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge 
that their position should be made perfectly clear to the American 
public, I will do my best to remove Professor Mead's misunder- 


standing of it. 


1. Against the statement of the Universities that they were un- 
aware that the survivors of the American Revision Committee 
were planning and working at a revision of the Revised Version, 
Professor Mead writes that in June, 1897, ‘‘ representatives of the 
Oxford Press made application to the American Revision Com- 


ee be OSS John 11: 32-45 
2. April 9.—The Anointing in Bethany. ........+-. John 12: 1-11 
. Jobn 13: 1-17 
. John 14: 1-74 
5. April 30.—The Comforter Promised. ... . - John 14: 15-27 
. oe Oe ow John 15: 2-11 
0. 3 0 oo een es Bag 
8. May 21.—Christ before the High Priest ........ John 18: 15-27 
. John 18 ; 28-40 
- « « « « John 19: 17-30 
ss. Jume s2.—Christ Rises. 2. ww ttt te wee es John 20: 11-20 
oeeoeeser Col. 3: 1-15 
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mittee for the privilege of publishing the edition of the Revised 
Version which the American Revisers were understood to be pre- 
paring for the press." The only application that was made, was 
made by me, or under my direction ; and in making it I was under 
the belief that the survivors of the Committee contemplated, not 
a new revision, but an edition of the Revised Version as finally 
settled in 1881 and 1885, only with the American preferences (as 
recorded by the American Committee in the Appendices of the 
Revised Version) incorporated into the text ; exactly, in fact, such 
an edition as the University Presses have now published. My 
application was a request that power might be reserved to grant to 
Oxford authority or license to publish editions on royalty or 
otherwise. In reply, | was informed “that the copyright of the 
forthcoming book had been lodged with Messrs. Nelson,—a firm 
which had already printed and published the Revised Version in 
face of the discouragement by the American Revisers under their 
Agreement of all issues, except those of the University Presses, 
for the period of fourteen years from 1885. But I was not in- 
formed, nor had the Presses any reason to suspect, that the sur- 
vivors of the American Committee were revising, or intended to 
revise, the Revised Version of 1881 and 1885. ‘That information 
has come to us through the official statement of December 1, 
1898, after the publication of the Presses’ edition on November 10 
last. 

2. The memorandum of the Presses says that ‘' at the time that 
the Agreement was made (1877), the Universities were informed 
that the American Committee was not incorporated, and would 
dissolve as soon Professor 
Mead writes that this information (1) cannot have come from the 


as the Revision was completed."’ 


Revisers, and (2) need not have been mentioned by the Presses, 
as they learnt in 1887—ten years later—that it was incorrect. As 
to (1), I need only say that the information was conveyed (in the 
words used above) by a letier addressed by the late Dr. Schaff, 
the president of the American Committee, to Dr. Cartmell, the 
chairman of the Syndics of the Cambridge University Press, under 
date June 29, 1877). As to (2), the information thus conveyed has 
been now mentioned (1 conceive) by the Présses as an indication 
of the character of the understanding under which the co-opera- 
tion of the Revisers and the Presses was arranged. ‘That it cor- 
rectly described the settled purpose of the Revisers is shown by 
the preamble of the Agreement accepted and ratified by the 
American Committee on September 28, 1§77,—‘' the primary ob- 
ject of the American Committee and the two English companies 
is assumed to be to obtain one and the same revision of the pres- 
ent English Authorized Version,’’—as well as by the language in 
which the Committee in 1884 spoke of “ the close of its labors” 
(“* Historical Account,'’ Scribner, 1885, pp. 1 and 56), and the 
devotion of any balance to be left in its treasury ‘‘ to some benevo- 
lent object connected with Bible revision or Bible distribution "’ 


mon understanding of 1877 is not “ corrected, " as Professor 
Mead assumes, by the discovery (mentioned in the memorandum) 
that ten years later the survivors of the Committee were in fact 
sufficiently organized to ask the University Presses to do what 
they have now done. 

Will you allow me, in conclusion, to deprecate the opposition 
in this matter of ‘‘ English '’ and ‘‘ American’’? The University 
Presses sell the Revised Version in America, not as the English 
Version, but as the product of the joint labors of the English and 
American Revisers, committed by them ‘ 
world"’ (‘' Historicaf Account,"’ p. 56). 


to the English-speaking 
The Press which ! repre- 
sent is formally naturalized in America ; but, as the custodians of 
the common Bible, the English Presses have a more substantial 
claim to be regarded as not alien in America. 
Yours faithfully, 
HENRY FROWDE. 
The Editor The Sunday School Times, 
Philadelphia. 


After writing the above, Mr. Frowde read the letter in 
these columns from Professor Thayer, and promptly 
sent the following addition to his communication by 
cable : 

LONDON, April 4, 1899. 

The American Revised Bible claims to be, and is, the Revised 
Version as set forth in 1881 and 1885 by the English and American 
Revisers jointly, with the readings for which the American Re- 
visers expressed preference in 1881 and 1885, now incorporated in 
the text. In the incorporation great pains have been taken to 
literally obey the directions of the American Revisers of 1881 and 
1885, and, in complaining that in the words of the Preface “ it has 
been thought permissible to extend—to the New Testament—the 
rules drawn up for the Old Testament, “‘ Professor Thayer omits 
to mention that the rules so extended are stated in the Preface to 
refer to the removal of archaisms ; in his letter to you, Professor 
Thayer does not contest the claims of the published book to be 
what it professes to be, but asserts that the Presses, in publishing it, 
have set aside an arrangement of their own devising [in] the seventh 
clause of the agreement of 1877, as recently printed in your col- 
umns, as part of the memorandum signed by the two Vice-Chan- 
cellors. It precludes the American Revisers from publishing 
‘editions of their own for fourteen years."' Neither it nor any 
other engagement precludes or precluded the Presses from pub- 
lishing what they have published. 
‘*whatever may be the legal rights in the case," 
acted without consultation with the surviving American Revisers. 
The explanation is that, in 1897, hearing indirectly that Professor 
Thayer and other Revisers desired to incorporate the American 
preferences of 1881 and 1885 in the text of an edition of the Re- 
vised Version, I applied to him, and learnt that the “‘ copyright 
of the forthcoming work had been lodged "’ with Messrs. Nelson, 


But, says Professor Thayer, 
the Presses have 


the negotiations having been begun without any intimation to the 
Presses. The answer was taken to show that the surviving Re- 
visers had not longer the power, if they had the wish, to co-operate 
with the Presses. It was not until after the receipt of the answer 
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that the production of the edition now published was considered, 
much less begun, by the Presses 
FROWDE. 


The following letter, bearing on the advertised title of 
the new edition issued by the University Presses, comes 


from the New York representatives of these Presses : 
NEW YorK, April 5, 1899. 
To THE EpirorR OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs. 

Dear Sir: 

Professor Thayer, in his letter to you, printed in your 
issue of March 18, complains that the University Presses have 
made or permitted an unauthorized use of the American Commit- 
tee’s name by advertising their recently published edition of the 
Revised Version as ‘‘The American Revisers’ Edition : Copy- 
right.’ 

As we are solely responsible for this description, we write to 
point out that we employed the title as a short and convenient 
description of the book, and when we used the word “* Revisers,"’ 
we had in our minds the Committee of Revisers which closed its 
work in 1885. We ceased to use the title after January 4, 1899, 
the Cambridge Press having directed its discontinuance to avoid 
the pessibility of confusion with the edition which the surviving 
But, for our 
part, we still think that the name of ‘ Revisers"’ is just as appro- 
priate to the original Committee of thirty-four as it is to the sur- 
viving minority of, we believe, nine. 


members of the Committee are now preparing. 


The word ‘‘ Copyright"’ appended to the title is employed to 

safeguard the marginal references. 
Very truly yours, 
James Potr & Co. 

It is evident that, in 1877, Dr. Philip Schaff said 
of the American Bible Revision Committee that it was 
to disband when it had done its work, and that, in 1884, 
he spoke of its work as already done. It these utter- 
ances were accepted as final, there could be no question 
as to the facts so far ; but the survivors of the American 
Revision Committee are positive that their committee 
has never disbanded. Professor George E. Day, secre- 
tary of the American Committee at that time, and ever 
since, specifically declared, in an extended letter in these 
columns in December, 1898, that ‘‘this committee has 
continued its organization, and has held meetings from 
time to time ever since 1885, and has paid especial atten- 


erfactine of ontivAcantad hw the 


a oosnel. 

ich has been published in all editions of 
the Revised Bible issued by the University Presses." He 
added the very important statement: -‘ That Appendix, 
owing to the haste in which it was prepared, on account 
of the pressure brought to’ bear on the Committee by the 
Presses, was left in an imperfect condition, and no man, 
and no body of men, besides the American Committee 
itself, is qualified or authorized to revise and rectify it, 
or to publish an edition of the Bible as being that of the 
American Revisers."’ 

Moreover, Dr. Philip Schaff himself, in a formal and 
extended communication in these pages, in February, 
1891, distinctly declared, ‘‘as president of the American 
Committee on Revision,’’ that ‘‘ the American Committee 
have kept up their organization, and held several meet- 
ings in New York, with the view to prepare an American 
standard edition for the time when they will have the 
right to publish it; that is, in 1895 and 1899. The 
standard edition is to differ from the authorized Oxford 
and Cambridge editions."’ Dr. Schaff then stated some 
of the proposed differences, By this it will be seen that 
not only the present nine survivors of the American 
Company have had a part in the changes deemed im- 
portant and desirable by the American scholars, but all 
the members alive at any time since the first issue of 
the Revision have shared in the work in progress. It is 
to be regretted that the representatives of the University 
Presses did not keep advised of the well-advertised plans 
of the American Revisers. 


tian ta. the 
Appendix, w 


Summary of Conclusions 

All parties in interest have now made statements with 
reference to the two editions of the Revised Bible claim- 
ing to include the preferences of the American Revisers. 
The facts are fairly before the public. It would seem 
unnecessary to give further space to this discussion in 
these pages, unless, indeed, some new facts should 
present themselves as throwing fresh light on the sub- 
ject. In closing this phase of the discussion, it may be 
well to call attention to several points which have been 
put beyond question by the statements of members of 
the American Revision Committee, of representatives of 
the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, and of Eng- 
lisk and American publishers interested. 

1. It is shown, as several times asserted by The Sun- 
day School Times, that the English University, Presses 
had the undoubted legal right to announce and issue an 
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edition of the Revised Bible with the early preferences of 
the American Revisers incorporated in the text. 

2. It is shown that, although Professor Philip Schaff, 
chairman of the American Committee of Bible Revisers, 
did say, in 1877, that when the Committee had finished its 
work it would disband, and that in 1884 and 1885 he did 
speak of the close of the labors of the American Com- 
mittee, yet that Dr. Schaff did not, in these personal 
statements, express the decision of the American Com- 
mittee, is evidenced by the specific statements of several 
members of that Committee, by the testimony of its 
secretary then and now, and by Dr. Schaff's own positive 
declarations several years later. 

3. It is shown that the American Revision Committee 
has kept up its organization in all these years, has had 
frequent formal meetings, and has all the while purposed 
and planned such an edition of the Bible as it is now to 
present to the public. The representatives of the Eng- 
lish University Presses say that while they knew, in 
1887, that the American Committee was still sufficiently 
organized to make a formal request and proposal, they 
did not then know how much was proposed by that 
Committee. 

4. It is shown by the statements of the various repre- 
sentatives of the University Presses, that, before issuing 
the edition which they now present, they were made 
aware of the intention of the American Revisers to issue 
an authorized edition of their work when the limitation of 
time was removed ; and that only when they found them- 
selves unable to make available the continued labors of 
the American Revisers did they decide to issue an edition 
with the American preferences as they stood transferred 
from the Appendix to the text. Yet the representative 
of the Oxford Press seems not to have known even then 
the publicly announced ¢xtent of the purposed work of 
The American Revisers. 

5. The unfortunately selected title of the new edition 
from the University Presses, —‘‘The American Revisers’ 
Edition,’’—as advertised by Messrs. James Pott & Co., 
was, it seems, chosen by those agents, and was dropped 


av ase: DUE Sotto wl «hae principals on the proper and 
natural claim that it was liable to mislead the public, 


although with no intention of so doing by those who 
used it. 

6. It would seem now settled that the edition of the 
Revised Bible with the American preferences of fourteen 
years ago, published by the Oxford University Press, 
its chief value as a record of the condition of 
scholarly proposed changes at that time ; and that the 
new edition of The American Standard Edition of the 
Revised Bible, announced by Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
contains the results of the more careful and thorough 
labors of thg American Revision Committee down to the 
present time. 


has 


These points being understood by all, every person 
will be at liberty of choosing between the two works, 
according to his intelligent preference. 
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Works on China * 


NLIKE much of the readable but ephemeral litera- 
ture upon Eastern Asia that has been poured out 
during recent years, each of the works under considera- 
tion is in its way a sober attempt to contribute some- 
thing of value to our knowledge of its commercial and 
political affairs. Mr. Colquhoun’s volume—China in 
Transformation—may properly be introduced to stu- 
dents as a consideration of these affairs upon somewhat 
the same grounds as those assumed in Lord Curzon’'s 
Problems of the Far East and Henry Norman's Peoples 
and Politics, which appeared four years ago. Without 
undertaking a critical comparison, it is not unfair to say 
that the newer book is upon the whole a sounder discus- 
sion of the subject than either of its predecessors, the 
author being better equipped for his task and the infor- 
mation obtained with a truer sense of its intrinsic value. 
Two preliminary chapters on the physical features of 
the Chinese empire and its foreign relations sufficiently 
prepare the mind of the uninstructed reader for the 
study of the economic and political questions which oc- 
cupy the bulk of the volume. 


Of these the question of 





* China in Transformation. 
maps. Svo, illustrated, pp. 397 
Brothers. §3. 

The History of China. 
revised edition, with 


627. 


By Archibald R. Colquhoun. Three 


London and New York: Harper & 


By Demetrius Charles Boulger 


2 vols. 


fo. 


New and 
traits and maps. 8vo, pp. ix, 734; iti, 


New York . The Matmillan Company. 








communication is palpably the most important at. pres- 


Vol. 41, No. 15 


ent, and no one helps the English reader to understand 
this so fully and fairly as Mr. Colquhoun. The Western 
world needs no longer to be told of the desperate state of 


China, What it wants is light upon the problem of her 
regeneration. This is not likely to be effected by diplo- 


matic coercion, or improved education, or by the open- 
ing of new treaty ports for foreign trade. It will come 
rather as the result of the great object lesson exhibited to 
all classes and every region in the introduction of rail- 


roads. 


wrote the Scotch mis- 
sionary Williamson thirty years ago, ‘‘are the only 
Nor is there 
insensate prejudice against 


‘Steam or anarchy,’ 


alternatives left to the Chinese people.’’ 
anywhere that 
about which much has been written. 


railroads 
Here and there 
are found bigoted conservatives who try to prevent and 
destroy, but ‘‘ the people are not only prepared for rail- 
ways, but these would no more disorganize Chinese so- 
ciety than they did that of Western countries, for it is 
marvelous how soon men get accustomed to changes 
which are for their benefit."’ The author discusses the 
existing political situation of the European powers in 
China with temperance, and, of course, from the British 
standpoint. It is high praise for Mr. Colquhoun to add 
that he fairly justifies his conclusions by sound state- 
ments and logical argument. Three excellent maps add 
appreciably to the value of his work. 

Mr. Boulger has reduced the bulk and price of his 
History of China, completed in three volumes fifteen 
years ago, without at all diminishing its value. Until 
the task is accomplished which yet remains to be done, 
that of compiling an authoritative history of the empire 
from original sources, this work is likely to hold its place 
as adequate to the needs of most English readers. The 
résumé ot the relations between Europeans and China 
during this century is more ample and satisfactory than 
that of the earlier annals, the story being told in the form 
of a readable narrative down to the events of last year. 
The Englishman never ceases to be uppermost in the 
relation, but, with all his faults, the Englishman is the 
most sensible and honest of foreign students in Asiatic 
affairs. 
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A Dictionary of University Degrees. By Flavel S. Thomas, 
M.D., LL.D., Editor of the Department of University De- 
grees in the Standard Dictionary. 16mo, pp. 109. Syracuse, 
N. Y.: C. W. Bardeen. §r. 


This handy volume is a book of reference both novel 
in conception and useful. It does not pretend to be 
more than a preliminary collection, and is, in fact, very 
far from completeness or the desirable degree of accu- 
racy. On the degree:of Ph.D., for instance, it notes, 
‘*Conferred on a Bachelor who takes a post-graduate 
course of two years,’’ which is not a true statement of 
the practice of our leading universities. The note on 
LL. D., on the other hand, is truly instructive. It gives 
exactly the information which the average man needs to 
have regarding such a degree. If the author could 
have given us the origin, antiquity, exact value, and 
practical conditions, of each degree recognized in the 
scholarly world, the result would have been most vyalu- 
able. The book is worthy of commendation, however, 
as it is, giving a digested mass of very important infor- 
mation. It might inspire a thoughtful, possibly a mel- 
ancholy, essay to note how ready our small but am- 
bitious institutions are to manufacture degrees to order. 
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Makers of Methodism. 


By W. H. Withrow. With portraits 
I2mo, pp. 310. 


New York: Eaton & Mains. 90 cents. 

Few chapters in human history exceed in interest the 
great religious movements which lift masses out of ani- 
mality into spirituality. The Methodist movement pos- 
sesses both picturesque figures and striking situations, the 
leader himself being one of the most notable figures in 
church history. Mr. Withrow has made his choice of 
persons and details with good judgment, and tells his 
story without either feebleness or showiness. Of course, 
he is not writing a history, and is therefore free to pass 
over much lightly. Perhaps the most interesting chap- 
ters are those which deal with the less known characters, 
such as John Nelson and Silas Told. The portrait of 
Mary Bosanquet, afterwards Mrs. Fletcher, shows that 
the Methodist type of godly and active woman, which 
culminated in Frances Willard, was known from the 
first. The last four chapters give a good account of 
American Methodism in its beginnings. 
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Christian Profiles in a Pagan Mirror. By 
Joseph Parker, D.D., Minister of the City 
‘Temple. 12mo, pp. viii, 262. New York: 
New Amsterdam Book Company. $1.50. 


A Hindoo lady, finding herself 
London, and being interested in religious 
writes of these things to a 
friend in India. It is her letters that Dr. 
Parker uses to make up this book, which 
is more apologetic than critical, The 
Hindoo visitor is more impressed by the 
good points of Christian society than the 
bad. And Dr. Parker uses her freshness 
of impression to convey to his readers a 


in 


life and work, 


more vivid impression of what they and 
civilized society owe to the gospel. 
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Books Received 


April 3 to April 10 


American Baptist Pub. Society, Philadelphia 
The Bi-Centennial Celebration of the Founding 
of the First Baptist Church of Philadelphia. 
Edited by William Williams Keen, M.D., 
LL.D. Cloth, $3; half morocco, $4; half 
‘Turkey morocco, extra, $5. 
The Century Company, New York 
No. 5 John Street. By Richard Whiteing. 
Funk & Wagnalls Co., New York 


American Colonial Handbook. By ‘Thomas 
Campbell-Copeland. 50 cents. 


$1.50. 


Harper & Brothers, New York 
Fragments of an Autobiography. By Felix 
Mose heles. S2. 59. 
The Span o' Life. 
as Mellwraith. 
E. R. Herrick & Co., New York 
Hosanna and Huzzah. By Grace Duffie Boylan. 
Paper, 25 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 
Lee & Shepard, Boston 
Fighting in Cuban Waters. By Edward Strate- 
meyer. $1.25. 
The Macmillan Company, New York 
The Dawn of Reason. By James Weir, Jr., 
M.D. $1.25. 
Liberty : A Chapter from ‘‘ The Gospel for an 


3y William McLennan and 


81.75 


Age of Doubt."’ By Henry Van Dyke. 10 
cents. 

The Gosp«l for a World of Sin. By Henry Van 
Dyke. $1.25. 


Charles Scribner's Sons, New York 
purage, True Hearts. By Gordon Stables, 
'M.D., C.M. $1.25. 
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Department 


Advertising Rate 


cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent 
advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
within a year, or fora space of not less than 
inch each issue for a year. Positions may be 
vacted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
v pee td vovided such positions do not 
lict with the Publishers’ idea of the general 
he-up of the advertising pages. P sitions are 
yer guaranteed to any advertisement of less 
un three inches space. An advertiser contract- 
Sor $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
year, may have, when practicable, a selected 
ition, without extra cost,exceptl when the adver- 
vr contracts for a position on the last page. For 
advertising conditioned on an appearance upon 
last page,an advance of 20 per cent in addition 
the regular rate will be charged. For inside- 
ie positions, on orders of less than $1,000, an 
dvance of 20 per cent in addition to the regular 
ate will be charged. All advertisements are 
ject to approval as to character, wording, and 
— Advertisers are free to examine the 
scription list at any time. For Terms of Sub- 
ription, see fourteenth page. 


These Raw March Winds. —The penetrating 
yinds of March are absolutely unknown in 
e€ region traversed by the incomparable 
lid vestibuled train from New Orleans to 
lifornia,—the ‘‘ Sunset Limited.’’ By this 
pwless route, those sensitive to severe 
rch winds need have no fear of risk to 
Ith, while there is in truth no such trans- 
mtinental train on any road for ladies and 
en. Meals @ fa carte. 


alth avoided to which one is liable in cross- 
hg by the northern routes during this month. 
Inly 58 hours to Los Angeles, and 75 hours 
San Francisco. For rates, time-tables, etc., 
lso information concerning National Educa- 
onal Association Convention to be held in 


os Angeles July 11-14 next, apply at Phila- | 
elphia offices, Southern Pacific, 109 South | 


‘hird Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 





bouth, via Seaboard Air Line. 








Fastest and most 
rtain time, with the perils to person and 
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by William Mathews, LL. D. 
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Mrs. Burton Harrison 


Has written an interesting story of social 
A. New York society woman, in reduced 


circumstances, agrees to chaperon the daugh- 
ter of a rich Western Senator through a 
European 


See this week's number of 


THE SATURDAY 
EVENING POST 


7 28 by Benj-Franklin 


(OF PHILADELPHIA) 


Dated Saturday, April 


Other specially good articles in this week's issue 








SHYNESS A FOE TO SUCCESS 


Author of “ Getting On in the World,” etc. 


—a most interesting paper to young men, with 
plenty of illustrations of the bashfulness of 
well-known men in the world’s history, and 
how it was conquered. 


pg Wm. George Jordan has a good editorial 
“Hurry, the Scourge of America.’ 
soccal ies personal sketch of ‘The Many-Sided 


F. Hopkinson Smith—Artist, Author, Lec- 
turer, Engineer, Man of Affairs ” 


An in- 


(illustrated). 


To be had of All Newsmen at 5 Cents the Copy 


THE CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY, PHILADELPHIA 
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SPECIAL 


SONGS 
and SERVICES 


By Mrs. M. G. Kennedy 
The splendid success of ‘ Special 
Songs’’ has encouraged us to prepare this 
second book. No. 2 is entirely new, and 
many think the best collection of Primary 
Songs ever made for house or school use. 


160 pages (6X7 inches in size), bound in 
heavy rd covers. Price, 45 cts. ’, postpaid, 


Send for free sample pages. 


W. A. WILDE & Co. 


-*?>- 


: 


No. 





Three Dollars saved on tickets to all points 


Ne ee) 


BOSTON AND CHICAGO. 


BOO > SOO So rotors os 


 grcg-onmenes 


’ 4 pages with four- 
LOVE’S BANNER eeset. tok 
music. Banner exercises for C bil ren’s Day, edited by 
| the Rev. Rufus W. Miller. Sample for 2c. stamp. Tue 

Herpe.serc Press, 1025 Arch Street, Philadelp’ ia, Pa. 


Money-Making is y. if you know how. I! 


eas 
know, and will tell you. Splendid 
| te Spates cpend 


s iu city and © — po Ladies and gen- 
cter only need a 
som, Publisher, 901 E. Main St.. Richmond, Va.” 


THE MOST USEFUL AND POPUL 
YMN-BOOK EVER P BLISHED. 


GOSPEL HYMNS|. 


Nos. 1 to 6 Complete. 
HYMNS WITH MUSIC. 
Per a. mall Type, 75¢.; Large Type, $1.00. 
Words only, from $10 to $25 per hundred. 


THE JCHN CHURCH CO. | THE ;ESGLOW 8 MAIN CO. 
—_, New Vert, Citenge. and Uhieage. 


"We are HEADQUARTERS for new, attractive 


services for 


CHILDREN’S DAY 
which are 
** EASY TO LEARN” 
and, once learn 
HARD TO FORGET " 
If you want that kind, send zo cents for samples of 
five complete services. 


106 Washington Talley Mn, 


200 roadway, 





Street, Chicago. New York. 
lOc = 133 Tarr SONGS wd 
$6 suTs 100 vox: BOOKS. “te ym ang 





THE NORTH-WESTERN MUSIC CO., 28 Debora Breet, Chicage, Bi 





Song-Books for Sunday-Schools 
Rev. Dr. J. Witesur Cuarman’s new book, entitled, 


s of Praise and Consecration, e+cr | place a 
gem. "lak copies, roc. ; $10 per hundre 


of Grace and Truth. By Rev FE. L. Hyok. 


ver 100 stirring songs. Samples,1oc. ; $8 per 100 


Pentocnett Praises. By W. J. Kirxrarnicx and 

. L. Gatmover. Contains over 250 hymns for use 

Hs all departments of Christian work and worship. 
$25 per hundred For sale by al! dealers 


HALL-MACK CO, Pubs., 1020 Arch St., Phila. 





CHILDREN’ S DAY. 
Cantata, Patriotic Service. Annual Program. 
Samples for :socents. Recitation Kook. 








for Churches. Choi 

“FILLMORES’ M 8. and every g 
—_-- Books, Sheet Music, Octavos, Canta- 
Concert Exercises, L._. New issues 
at all times. Prompt service. Catalogue free. 
FILLMORE ncinzati, @., or 40 Bible House, 5. ¥. 





Jn ordering goods, or in aston tnguiry omer 
anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige t 
publishers and the advertiser stating that you saw 
the advertisement im Lhe wy School Times. 
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Philadelphia, April 15, 1899 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter.”’ 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly | 
at the following rates, for either old or new sub- | 
scribers. ‘hese rates include postage 


75 cts. 


a reduced rate 
former rate was 
than 


$1 -00 — one, 


addresses at $1.00 each, 
Five or more copies in a package 
60 cts. to one address will be sent at the 


rate of 60 cents each, per year. 
$1 ~5Q One copy, one year. 

One copy, one year, to minis- 
$1 -00 ters, missionaries, and theological 
students. ‘ - , 

. One free copy additiona 
Free Copies will be allowed for every 


ten copies paid for in a club at either the 75 cent 
or 60 cent rate. 
4 


Questions Answered about the 
Subscription Terms 


Five or more copies to , separate 
addresses will hereafter be sent at 
of 75 cents each, per year. (The 
$1.00.) 















five copies, 
will be 
per ye ar. 


ss and 


more 


Additions may be made at any time 
Additions to a club- wench additional eulee rip- 
tions to expire at the same time with the club as origi- 
nally ordered, and the rate to be the proportionate share 
of the yearly club rates in force at the time the addition 
is made, 


A Club at The papers for aclub of five or more 
subscribers may be ordered sent 
Two Rates partly to individual addresses at 75 


cents each, and 
60 cents each, wh 


How Papers 


artly ina package to one address, at 
See so desired. 
Papers sent in a package at the 60 
cent rate do not bear the names of 
are the subscribers in the club. ° ‘he 
Addressed pence is addressed to one person 
Subscribers to whom the paper is mailed, separately, 
at the rate of $1.50, $1.00, or 75 cents a year, can have 
the address changed at any time without char He, 
package-club subscriber who has 
rate for the current subscription can 
terred from a pac kage to a separate address for 25 cents 
when the year’s subscription has over six months to 
run. When it has six months or less to run, the cost, 
to change is Sg cones to the ond of the year’s "subscrip- 
tian. Loca min awe fey conte tite tre A+ 
the year’s subscription, 


Large packages at the 60 cent rate 

Dividing may be divided into smaller packages 

aPackage of five or more copies each, if desired. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. 

Cnoug. —_ of any oné issue of the paper to enable 

all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will be sent 

Sree, upon application. 


% 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include postage ; 

One copy, one year, 

‘Two or more copies, one year, 

To ministers and missionaries, 
for one or more copies, 


8 shillings 
6 shillings each 


6 shillings each 

To secure the above rates for two or more copies 
the papers must ad ordefed at one time, and they will 
be sent either sin to the individual addresses, orin a 
package to one a eee, whichever may be preferred by 
the subscribers. 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or nalf-yearly subs: Fam pon at the above rates, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers, 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
roat Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. BOX 1550. 


YOUR LIFE 


that of your family may depend 
A the gait of your buggy and 
harness. hen you buy a buggy. buy 
one that won’t break i al i. in 









, toms BS 
CRAY 
varanteed for 
Every stick in he wear is hickory, tough as wiak toe bone; 
every Senge, Ss est Norway iron. Mandseme as it Ia 
atrong rimming and painting, highest art known to 
buggy building. An agent er dealer would ask you 
#/5. for one not as good. OUR PRICE, 644, 
but sell direct to you at 
lowest prices, Shipped subject to your approval with- 
= any money with order. Our line comprises: Bug- 
hoe Road Wagons, Phaetons, Surries, Runabouts, Stan- 
apes, ee tn agons, Road, Speoding and Preaking 
ae Lyd agons, all kinds of Harness and Saddles. 


Write one t ME ever printed. 
Marvin Smith Co. , 55-57-59 N. Jefferson St., Foe Chicago. 


No Money in Advance! 


$l 550 men GRADE 8 BICYCLES 


f YS \ 


IS 
GA 
GINS 
Others at $16, ty $18.50, $17.80 1 Aye $19.0; vail end 
direct from manufacturers, thus sa 
profits. Write today for speatal offer. ait 4 


F 
168 W. Van Baren Sty B-18%, Chicago, fits 
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FOR TIRED BRAIN 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate 


Supplies the needed nerve force. 
Take no Substitute, 
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Not a “bicycle face” 

but a “ washboard face ’’—the kind of face 
a woman wears after a tussle with the wash- 
board. If you don’t want to have it fixed 
upon you, use Pearline. 
Pearline prevents it—takes away the 
cause of it, the washboard, the hard 
work, the tiresome rubbing. Your 
washing ought not to be anyenng 
to think of or trouble you. With Pearline, it isn't. 


ee ee 


B, F. JACOBS 


OO 




















in 


The Sunday School Times 





each week, an attrac- 
He will 
write several articles during the year, among which 
is one on 


Mr. Jacobs contributes, 
tive analysis of the Daily Bible Readings. 


How to Find Something in 
sho Lesson for my Class 














Che Sunday School Gimes 


Contents for April 15 


| Poem: 
Unattained. 
Editorial : 
Notes.—A Sign of Wisdom. Having Faith as | 
a Duty. Discouragement of Attainment. 
Importance of Comprehending Another's | 


| Lesson gs. April 30. 


By Ethel MacNish John 14 : 15-27 


Lesson Helps : 
Contributed by B. F. Jacobs ; 
Riddle, 
D.D., 


Professor M. B. 
D.D., LL.D. ; Cunningham Geikie, 
LL.D.; Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., 


Ignorance. Increasing by Sharing 225 LL.D.; Wayland Hoyt, D.D.; Alexander Mc- 
Doubts as to Historic Records ........ 225 | Laren, D.D.; Professor F. K. Sanders, Ph.D.; 
Notes on Open Letters : A. F. Schauffler, D.D.; Faith Latimer; Julia 
How to Raise Money for a Good Cause. Jews E. Peck; John B. Smith ; the Rev. E. Morris 
and Israelites: Are they the Same? 226 Fergusson ; Amos R. Wells; Dr, William 
Seem. Contethatase | Weeeee 4 « ase 8 ae «2 Sena we ° 231 


What Modern Christianity has Done for Sci- Books and Writers: 





ence. By Professor Dr. Otto Zéckler . . . 226 Once More as to the American Revised Bible, 235 
How to Get the Most out of the International Works on China .... oe Saeed 8 6 @ 236 
Convention, By the Rev. E. Morris Fer- A Dictionary of University Degrees. Makers 
@USSOR « 6 6 o's ° . oo 6 6 208 of Methodism. Christian Profiles in a 
Strength and Tears. "By Neary A. Nelson, DD., 228 a ee ee 236 
For Children at Home: errs eee ee ee eee 237 
A Live Doll Show. By Marguerite. ... . .228| Business Department : 
For the Superintendent : ee Pee 237 
How to Test Progress in the Sunday-School. Subscription Rates .. 2... 4-2-2. se ees 238 
By Charles D. Meigs... ..-.-+.+ +++ +229] Work and Workers: 
For the Teacher : Convention Calendar. ......+6+.45. 238 
Is a Primary Union Worth While? By A.Revival in a Sunday-School. By the Rev. 
Bertha F. Vella. -cceccceccscecece 8 Chatee A. Geeh bc cccvesson . 238 
Traveling Library for Teachers. Knowing a Year Book of Philadelphia Young Men’ s 
Boy. An Easter Offering that Meant Some- Christian Association. Report of the Jew- 
thing .csccccseeseseseces +s +8 ish Chautauqua. -csccccescscc es 08H 








Enlar ed Veins * 


The danger ot Hemorrh Ulcers, 
ete., Pain and Swelling \mmediagely 
Overcome by wearing our 


“SEAMLESS HEEL" 


Elastic 
Stockings. 


Send direct to our factory for price 
catalogue, directions for ee!f meas- 
urement, ete., and SAVE MONEY. 

All goods made to special measure. 





FREE. 


This is no toy, but a full- 
sized Sideboard. A_ small 
order for our Teas, Spices, 
Baking Powder, Ete., among 
your friends will secure your 
choice of a Sideboard, Morris 
Chair,Gold Watch,Gold Ring, 
Camera, Bicycle, Ete. No 
money required with your 
order. We pay the express. 


Illustrated Catalogue Free. 


Varicose Veins | 








G. a. Zeon & CO. | 
2 Hanover &t. 
Department ¥, A 





OURTIS & SPINDELL co. 
Market &., Lynn, Mass. 
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| 
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UMM O18" Pe Uine : 


The Co forter Promised | 
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Work and Whrkers 


Convention Calendar 


California, at Berkeley 
Alabama, at Florence 
at Atlanta 


April 11-13 
April 12-14 
April 26 

. April 18-20 
April 23-25 


| Ge orgia, 

West Virginia, at Charleston 

South Carolina, at Spartanburg 

International Lesson Committee, at 
Atlanta 


‘ . April 25 
International Executive C ommittee, 


at Atlanta a oe . April 26 
| International Primary Union, at 

Atlanta o-« April 26 
International Suadey ‘School F ield 

Workers’ Association, at Atlanta . April 26 


| Ninth International S. S. Conven- 
tion, at Atlanta . . April 26-30 


Kansas, at Hutchinson. .. . May 9-11 
Mississippi, at Greenwood 2° May 9-15 
Montana, at Anaconda. . . . May 16-18 
Illinois, at Decatur “ae . . May 16-18 
Minnescta, at Red Wing . . May 23-25 
Washington, at Tacoma . May 23-25 
North Dakota, at Hillsboro . May — 
South Dakota, at Aberdeen . June 6-8 
Colorado, at Boulder , . June — 
Ohio, at Marion . June 6-8 
New York, at P euahhes: epsie . June 6-8 
Nebraska, at Holdrege . June 13-15 
Indiana, at Columbus . June 13-16 
Iowa, at Oskaloosa . . June 20-22 
Wisconsin, at Sparta . . June 27-29 
British America 
Manitoba, at Portage la Prairie . . June 6-8 


Southern California, at Springhill . 
New Brunswick, at St. Stephen . 


“2% % 


October 10-13 
October 


A Revival in a Sunday- 
School 


By the Rev. Charles A. Cook 


HE story of a Sunday-school revival 
which began in November, 1898, 

and is still in progress, may encourage Sun- 
day-school. workers to continue praying 
and working for conversions... On Novem- 
ber 16, the teachers of the First Baptist 
Bloomfield, 
spent the evening 


Sunday-school, New Jersey, 
together in special 
prayer for the conversion of their scholars, 
Deeply impressed with the necessity of a 
special effort being made to bring the boys 
and girls to decision for Christ, they met 
again for prayer on Sunday morning before 
the preaching service. In this spirit of 
prayer they went to their classes that day 
resolved to earnestly use the lesson on Ma- 
nasseh’ 


s sin and repentance in influencing 
the scholars to an immediate acceptance 
of Christ as their Saviour. 

The opening exercises of the session 
were peculiarly impressive. 


tendent, F. B. Stone, 


The superin- 
in a few introduc- 


| tory words, and in a heartfelt prayer, ex- 


| pressed his deep concern for the salvation 
| for the scholars, 


The study period was a time of earnest 
near the 
time for closing the pastor went to the 


heart-to-heart work, and when, 


platform to address the school, a hush 
and solemnity prevailed that could be felt. 
The pastor's address was a direct appeal 


to the scholars to decide at once for Christ, 


| and to express that decision by standing. 


| The responseywas remarkable. 


In every 


| part of the.school boys and girls arose, 


|and manifested their desire to be Chris- 


Oak Sideboard 


tians, and their decision for Christ. 

It was felt at once that something more 
should be done to instruct those who had 
that 


should be taken to reach others. 


manifested an interest, and steps 
A spe- 
cial meeting was accordingly appointed 
for the afternoon, to which all who wished 
to be further helped into or in the Chris- 
tian life were invited. That meeting has 
been held every Sunday since with most 
gratifying results. It is conducted by the 


| Pastor, who is assisted by the superinten- 













































































ameline 


is so very clean and DUST- 
LESS, which is such a com- 
fort to good housekeepers. 
The old-fashioned brands of 
Stove Polish do the work 


in the old-fashioned way. 
Enameline is the Modern 
Stove Polish, and that is the 
difference. Put up in paste, 
cake or liquid form. Sold 
in every civilized country 
on earth. 


J.L. PRESCOTT & CO., New York 














dent and several teachers. Each Sunday 
some helpful thought bearing on the 
Christian life is given in a short opening 
address by the pastor ; those present are 
then divided into little groups among the 
workers for personal conversation, during 
hich the personal needs and difficulties 
quirers or converts are drawn out and 
with such scriptural instruction 4s 
lay be found necessary. In this way in- 
uirers are helped into a knowledge of the 
ay of salvation, the hesitating are led to 
ecision, converts are established in the 






























oped. When the groups are called to- 
gether again, a short time is spent in 
testimony and prayer. 
not before done so are encouraged to con- 
fess the Lord Jesus with the mouth, while 


cerning their experience of Christ's pres- 
ence in their lives, and to engage in 
prayer. The workers’ 
© gratitude and praise as boys and girls 
ell how Jesus has been with them in their 
ork and in their play, and of answers to 
rayer which they have received. 

On Sunday, March 26, a praise, testi- 
nony, and. decision service was held in 
he Sunday-school. It was a most joyful 
and impressive service. Many new con- 
verts testified for Christ, many requests 
for prayer were presented, and, in response 


been hesitating arose and declared their 
ecision for Christ. 
on which was printed the following : «* Re- 
alizing my own need, and believing in the 
willingness and power of Jesus Christ to 
save me, I accept him as my Saviour.’’ 
It was indeed Decision Day, and at the 
afternoon meeting that day over forty 
scholars were present to receive help in 
the Christian life. 


have decided for Christ have united with | 


the church, some of them as young as ten. 
The work is remarkably quiet, but is full | 


of power, and is unmistakably a work of 


the Holy Spirit. Months of sowing pre- | 
pared the way for the harvest ; special | 
prayer, and special efforts for conversions, 
have been blessed by God in bringing | 
about the results. 


Bloomfield, N. J. 
£22 


ae One of the noblest 
Philadelphia Young features of our war 
Men's Christian §=with Spain was the 
Assotiaties work of the Young 
Men's Christian Associations. Wherever 


the army marched went those seventy 


| example, two million envelopes for corre- 


|of the religious work and of this self- 
| denying, manly contact with the soldiers, 





,in diversity. 
ith, and Christian character is devel- | 


Those who have | 


converts are encouraged to testify con- | 


hearts are stirred | 


| tic City 
| here. 


0 an address by the pastor, many who had | 


Others signed a card | 


Many of those who | 


' and are 


tents, each a center of pure amusement, 
practical helpfulness, and holy influence. 
Nearly three hundred secretaries shared 
the army life. Large sums of money 
were used for the soldiers’ comfort ; for 


spondence were given them. The results 


were blessed indeed. The first, and pos- 
sibly the only, full account of all this to be 
issued, has been prepared by the Philadel- 
phia Young Men’s Christian Association, 
—an attractive pamphlet of a hundred 


and eighteen pages, entitled War and 
Peace : A Quaker City Narrative. Twelve 


of the thirty chapters are devoted to the 
war work, and the remaining chapters tell 
of the different phases of the Association’ s 
varied local activities ; the work of the 
fifteen city branches in Philadelphia ; the 
Bible-study work ; educational, social, and 
physical departments ; the Dwight farms, 
and the Lewis Waln Smith Home for 
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poor white working boys. Its many pic- 
tures and numerous anecdotes contribute 
the life touches. 
for the enlightenment of the public, serv- 


| ing as a year book for 1899, there being | 


no cost attached. 
5 4 


‘Report of the 


has a s 
Jewish Chautauqua has a strong hold on 


Protestant, Roman 
Catholic, and Jew alike, and this is an- 
other indication that there can be unity 
The report of the Second 


Summer Assembly of the Jewish Chav- | 


tauqua Society, recently issued, is edited 
by Solemn Foster of the Hebrew Union 
College. Dr. Isaac M. Wise, of ‘Cincin- 
nati; Dr. Max Heller, of New Orleans ; 
Dr. Henry Berkowitz, Judge Sulzberger, 
Dr. C. R. Blackall, and Miss Ella Jacobs, 
of, Philadelphia ; the Hon. Simon Wolf 


of Washington ; Dr. K. Kohler, and Miss Earnestly 


Julia Richman, of New York ; 


This booklet is issued | 


The Chautauqua idea | 


_ LER 





Getting Your Scholars 
to Read the Bible 
Every Day 


T can be done. 
one might suppose. 


It can be done more easily than 
But simply telling the schol- 
ars to do it will not often be enough. 

A little bridge from non-interest to interest is 


needed. And something definite to do is needed. 
We furnish every month a printed card of Bible 


references which makes definite work easy, and a brief 
explaining sentence alongside each reference quickens 


the reader’s curiosity as to the passage to be read. 


This, with your tactful persuasion, is the bridge from 


non-interest to interest. 


Will you let your scholars try the reading-card 


for May? 
Keen interest is reported. 


International Lessons for the month. - 


Price, 5 copies 3 cents 
6 


Mi 
ed 
Le 23 


THE SOUTH ERN RAILWAY | 


COMPANY 


your patronage, and, 


solicits 


and Bishop | among the inducements it offers, the fol- 


Vincent, of the Methodist Church,—made lowing are not the least : 


| addresses at this gathering, held at Atlan- | 
last July, which are reproduced | 


to secure co-operation of parents, school 
appliances, Sunday - school 


timely topics, were discussed. 


Husband and Coffee 


Would Be Foolish to Stay With It 


I must tell you about my husband and his ex- 
perience with coffee. He had been nervous and | 
more or less irritable, suffering with nausea and 
waterbrash from time to time, and sleeplessness, 

»with a considerable amount of indigestion. 

I finally induced him to leave off the coffee, 
fer while different somewhat | 
than mine, I convinced that it was the 
poisoning of the nervous system that caused his 

| troubles as well as my own. 


his ailments were 


was 


We have now been using Postum over a year, 
in the very best of health, stout and 
hearty every way. You may be sure we have 
learned to make Postum so it tastes fine, for we 
| believe ‘*good things.'’ We made Postum 
rather sloppy at first. 

I cannot describe what a blessing we have 
both derived from the use of Postum. I have 
these facts in the hope that some 


| 


in 


written 


| othe rs may be benefited by the statement, and 
| leave off the coffee that is the real cause of 


}so much physical suffering. 
| Mrs. Emma Dahlgren, had dreadful stomach 
| trouble for years, bloating after meals, great 
and serious constipation. 
physicians could not do her any good, but im- 
mediately after she left off coffee and began using 
Postum she got over her nervousness and other 
sufferings, and now enjoys fine health. She is 
like the same person; cheerful at ail 
| times now, while formerly she was very despond- | 
ent and ill.—Mrs. Lena Noble, Fairfield, la. 


hervousness, 


not 


Restlessness among children, how | interesting 
far inland as to avoid the dust and sand 
literature, | and monotony of scenery that would make | 
proper incentives, how to create reverence | the trip a bugbear if it hugged the coast 
for things sacred, moral courage, and other | 


| trouble saved you by 





A friend of ours, | 


The | 


BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME. 


i THU RW ANGER, 31 Pierce 


A rock-ballasted, steel-rail track, 


ning through the most picturesque and 


run- 


section of the South, and so 


more closely. 


The privilege of going véa the direct 


|route and returning at slight additional 


cost via Asheville, or vice versa. 

The convenience of an office centrally 
located at 828 Chestnut Street, 
Pullman reservations be 


| advance, and an order left for 


where 
made in 
the de- 


may 


| livery of all tickets to you at the proper 
| time at your residence. 


The transfer of 
your baggage is looked after, and every 
a courteous repre- 
sentative of the line. 

If it is inconvenient to call, write to 
Joun M. BEALL, District Passenger Agent, 
82 8 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Educational 


S71 TAMM | 
you CAN BE CURED . 


S M. Sayford, Harrisburg National Kank, Harris- 
Pa., writes, after ten years, concerning his son’s 

oun “It was his salvation.” 

Can refer to John D. Wattles & Co., publishers of 

The Sunday School Times. 

Send for new illustrated book to the Philadelphia In- 

stitute, 1033 Spring Garden St., Phila., Pa. Established 

1884. Edwin S. Vinee Founder and Princ ipal 


STUDY SP Ecce practical contac of in- 


structions given at your home by mail 
easy payments. Ask for catalog and trial lessens free. 


ussell’s Shorthand College, Danville, Pa. _ 
Thorough Bible 





ourse by mail, leading to diploma and 
degree. Only $1.00 month. or circulars, write 
Prof. C. J. Burton, Christian University, Canton, Mo. 


EUROPE ANNUAL SUMMER TOURS. 
Norway and Central Euro 

all part conducted Professor CAMILLE 

‘Building. HOR. 4% 

a 


Thousands are using the 


John D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


NO MONEY — 


Low rates and | 


cards now. 
The readings bear on the — | 
oun 


Mi 
Price, 20 copies 12 cents : 


és 10 e io) La) 25 ee 5 ie) 

“sé i5 ie) 9 sé “e 50 ae 30 a6 } 
is Price, 100 Copies 60 cents 
, These prices include postage. 





rake 


‘= LJ Li 


E"EtE; choice of this aes 
gold plated Chatelaine, ora gold 
Milled ring, for selling 20 of our 


LADIES’ GOLD 
PLATED BEAUTY PINS 


AT 6 GENTS EACH. 
(Regular price 10 cents.) 


3 No Money Required in Advance 


© Just send us your name and ad- 
) dress, saying you will sell the 
pins or return them, and we will 














wee several of these pins. You can 
a sell tiiem in a few minutes at & 
each. Send today—don’t 


‘LADIES PIN CO. 


rect from factory. 
free No ageats large 
profits to pay.No money in advance 
965 Keuweod Machine for. 922.50 

ys better } awe mey Ny any price. 
Machine . $18.60 


4 Stuer Machines 96.00, $19.60 and pieceo 
: all attachments free, over 100, 1 
nm nse. Catalogue and testi 

£ teday for 


x rea wen eS 











“WESTERN MORTGAGES 


and Western Land Bought for Cash 





_ | Chas. E. . Gibson, 45 Milk St., Boston, Mass. 


' 
on five-year first mortgages in Red 

1% 32 River Valles, N« he Dakota 14 years in 
ZZ pasners HER References furnished in 
OUR state. ne Hi. MeCallough, Milton, N D. 
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a ae 
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APOLIO} 









































“THE WORTH 0’ A THING 


fs best learned by the want o' it." Although cheap in 


point of price, 
SAPOLIO 


Is beyond value. ‘Those who try it know 


Don’t you want a friend who would take half your 


hard work off your shoulders and do it without a mur- 
mur? What would you give to find an assistant in 
your housework that would keep your floors and walls 
clean, and. your kitchen bright, and yet never grow 
ugly over the matter of hard work. Sapolio is just 
such a friend, and can be bought at all grocers. No. 30. 





B. & B. 


New Fashion Catalog 


Pictures of the newest styles ready-to-wear 
garments for women, misses, and girls—shirt | 
waists, suits, coats, capes, skirts, etc, 

Men’s and boys’ clothing. 

Tells about everything this dry-goods store | 
sells—including goods not sampleable and 
which every woman js interested in, 

Shows that we want to sell you choice goods 

Se ~ ole on 
grates prices—peices_ that gre bringing us 


Bt reews 











it will pay you to give heed to. 

Over 200 pages——hundreds of illustrations 
~-a book it’s to your advantage to have—costs | 
you nothing—sent free, soon as you send your 
name and address and ask for it. 

Write for samples of superb new India Silks 
50c—-Foulards and Satin Libertys, 65c., 75c., 
--fine silks, nearly all exclusive patterns— 
choice, rich styles, so less priced as will win 
your approval. New and pretty wash goods, 
1Oc., 12%c., 1§c.,—-styles and colorings for 
the money never equaled before. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T, 


$$ ——$$—————— 


Allegheny, Pa. 











tions.notice or: 
Hartehora on label, 





SEND TO 
H. O'Neill & Co., New York, 


for illustrated catalogue of general merchandise. 


Nelsons’ 
Teacher’s 
Bibles 


contain New Helps, 350 Iilus- 
srations, New rdance, 





w Maps. 
he rt are all new, and 
illustrated with 350 beautiful illustrations. The 
Concordance is the most complete yet produced. 
Twelve fine colored maps, comp’ oy indexed. 
The Sunday School Times says: ‘‘ work is | 
excellent.'’ | 
All styles and prices. j 
Self-Pronouncing Edition, bound in leather, overlapping | 
. covers, sostpaid, only $2.50. Ask your bookseller, or | 
send to Thomas Nelson & Sons, publishers, 37 East | 
Sth Street, New York 


1809—-CHILDREN’S DAY—1890 


Following in His Footsteps, 





For example, long primer type, 


A beautiful service for Children’s Day, by Burton H 
Winslow, W Mason, and others. Special features 
for Primary Department by Mrs. Annie Woodcock, 


the well-known Chautauqua Primary Worker 
5 cents each ; $3.75 per roo, postpaid. Also, 
“ON TO VICTORY,” 

the success of 1898, same price. 
Send § cents for complete samples of both services and 
specimen pages of our new 224 page Sacred Song Book — 
fare of the Mercy Seat by eminent composers 
MacUalla & Company, 249 Dock Street, Philadelphia 


Price 


The Sunday School Times intends to admit 














April 15, 1899 


| Waltham 
Watches 


| 
| Made by theAmerican 
| 
| 








Uneeda Bisculit—a new form of Soda 
cuit, crisp, tender, and delicious. Serve with every 
meal; take a box with youon your 
travels; splendid for sand- 
wiches; perfect for picnics; 
unequaled for general 
use. Good food for 
everybody. Made 
to eat, not to keep. 
Five cents a 


package. 









Waltham Watch 
Company are the 
best and most reliable 
timekeepers made 

in this or any other 
country. 


“The Perfected American Watch,” an 
illustrated book of interesting informa- 
tion about watches, sent free on request. 
AMERICAN WALTHAM WaTCcH Co., 
WALTHAM, MASS. 









Moisture 
spoils bis- 



































cuit; to pre- {? Most FLOWERS Sent | 
serve and deliver Popular Postpaid 6 

to the consumer 20 Pkts. Choice Seeds, 22. Bulbs 
our new and splendid [$i Pia Benoa tac fret 


Alyssum, Little Gem, [mixed. 
“ Beautifal Hybrid Begonias. 


= soquet Chrysanthemum. 


o 
“ 
“ 


Uneeda Biscuit as 
crisp, tender and delicious 
as when fresh from the oven, 
we have originated this moist- 
ure proof package. Carefully remove the wrapper} 
serve in thfs package. After the biscuit are eaten, 
you have a lunch box for school children. 


] 

Umbrella Plant. 

Carnation Marguerite, 

Double Chinese Pink. 
Heliotrope, mixed. 

“« Forget-me-not Victoria. 

“ Diamond Flower. 

“ Petunia Hybrid Mixed. 

“ Phlox Prammondit. 

“ Double Carnation. 

a nshine Pansy. 

“ California Sweet Peas. 

“ Lovely Butterfly Flower. 

“ Giant Verbena, mixed. 

* Impomea, Northern Light. 

bs ; eeping Paim. 

ba 37 ; Glo which 
































o “Crimson Queen.” 
Remake Canna Lily 


1 AN? 
ae. al 1 double 
(22 BULBS id Gladi vt 2 Batterfly do, ;3 Spanish 
H > ri ojus,; oF nis 
Iris; 3 Climbing Wisteria ;10 lovely mixed Oxalis 
“NEW QUIDE TO ROSE CULTURE” 


‘The Conard & Jones Go, Bor West Grove Pa 




























Convention 
Los Angeles, Cal., July 11-14, 1899 


The 
Santa Fe Route 


Is the most comfortable summer route— 

It is the shortest line— 

It provides the best dining-car and eating-house 
service in the world. 


fo goed, ate when yon find it. The 
"plat T who onde reatls Gregory'Beea 
‘ —whe ones. Gregory's 
ae wil never ® season's 


%g. Seeds a” 
the 










ordinary kind, Send for book at once, 
7 JAMES J. I, GREGORY & SON, 
* "Harbiehead, Mass.” 


All the way from Chicago, Kansas City, 
Galveston, or Denver— 
Over its own rails. 











This route presents scenes of extraordinary interest to the 
educated traveler, which are fully set forth in the following 
illustrated descriptive books, mailed free on application : 


Artistic homes cost no more than 
ordinary homes. The differenceis 
n the choice of oe ea And 
ght choice does not add to the ex- 


pense when selections are made from 
our catalogue, a handsome book 


BY MAIL FREE 


containing choice selections from 


To California und Back, The Moki Snake Dance, New Mexico Health Re- 
176 pp., 176 illustrations. 60 pp., 64 illustrations. sorts, 88 pp., 45 illustra- 

tions. 

Grand Canon of Arizona, Las Vegas Hot Springs, Arizona Health Resorts, 


i the works of the best wall paper 
32 pp., t5 illustrations. 48 pp , 39 illustrations. 84 pp., 27 illustrations 


designers. Prices much lower 
than those of ordinary dealers. 
Send for it to-day. When you write, 
tell us what rooms you plan to paper. 
Agenta Wanted to sell wal! paper 
from sample books. Large commissions. 
Write for particulars. 
SUAS ME RLM: 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


Address E. F. Burnett, G. E. P. A 


The Atchison, Topeka, & Santa Fe Railway, 
Correspondence solicited. 377 broadway, New York, N, Y. 





























Comfortable Shoes, 
$4. 
Gentiemen’s Shoes. 
Health=giving Shoes. 
Good fitting Shoes. 
Shoes that give you character. 
Send for Catalogue free. 


Ratston Health Shoe Makers, 
Campello, Mass. 


The Kindergarten Sunday-School ; 


By FREDERICA BEARD 

Cloth. 140 pages. 75 cents, net, postpaid. | 

This book, just issued in a new edition by the Pilgrim Press, contains three courses of lessons applying 

the principles of kindergarten. work to the Sunday-school. It will furnish to many teachers just the help 

they have been looking for to make the kindergarten Sunday-school a real success. It will open to many 

superintendents and primary teachers a means whereby they can establish a real Sunday kindergarten. In 
short, it will be useful everywhere in Sunday-schools, 


CONGREGATIONAL HOUSE, BOSTON 
THE PILGRIM PRESS fi QRSKSH AVENUE: elie nao 



















CHILDREN’S DAY SERVICES 
By Atonzo Stone and Cuas. A. Becuter 


Among the Flowers, $4.00 per roo. J Tee ini sporting, maiotious, catchy services in 
Awakening of the Flowers, $4.00 per roo. - LAncoin Hall's most beautifu style. ; 
Songs are bright, catchy, orlainal Fragrance and Beauty, by J. Lincoln Hall. 


If you want | Sun 


‘ ; : ams and Blossoms, by J. L. Hall and 
novelty, as well as melody, send 10 cents for samples. ; 


Lizzie De Armond. } 
inter” of the Flowers, by Maurice Clifton. = = 
ingle copies, 4c. each; $4.00 per 100, postpaid 
i 75 : ’ Send roc, in geneage for samples of the three, a ~= in AMERICAN 
Send ro cents tor sample copy. If it pleases you, the stamps for the above three and two other popular . 
publishers will tell you : how | services. For sale by dealers everywhere | Fire Insurance Company, 
STONE & BECHTER, 416 Arch St., Phila., Pa. | Hall-Mack Co., Publishers, 1020 Arch St., Phila. | Nos, 308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 









“ How can I supply my school, or society, with the | 
new 72 page song-book, Saving Grace, at a profit *”’ 








only advertisements that are trustworthy.. Should, however, an advertisement of a party not having good 


publishers will refund to subscribers any money that they lose thereby. <ommencinl 0 Ue inadvertndy tanarted, the 























